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Who we are
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BACKGROUND
& LITERATURE
1. Simon study found 3.54 sources/article
2. Educators
3. Professionals
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METHODOLOGY
1. is is a case study.
2. It’s longitudinal.
3. Daily analysis of the newspaper.
4. Random analysis of other papers.
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FINDINGS
e the average number of sources in 
objective stories (news and features) was 
2.794, with an average of 1.50 students used 
as sources on average per article.
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Other schools
News/

Feature Sports Editorial Ads Pages

Technician 37% 17% 17% 28% 9.05

Fall07 44% 16% 13% 27% 10.10

Others 36% 13% 16% 35% 13.3
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Average 2.794
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Other schools
Number 
stories/

page
# sources # student 

sources
avg. high 
sources

avg. low
sources

Technician 2.79 1.50

Fall07 1.589 3.04 1.51 6.71 0.61

Others 1.33 2.65 1.71 5.47 1.88
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DISCUSSION
1. Why do we need methods of assessing 

the daily newspaper?
2. How do we use this in the newsroom?
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SOURCES:
At Kansas State University, Todd Simon, PhD, did 
a study of the number of sources used by reporters 
in college newspapers, including the Kansas State 
Collegian. HE FOUND THE AVERAGE NUMBER 
OF SOURCES TO BE 3.52 (range: 2.7 to 3.9) in 
college papers. Most journalists would say it takes 
at least three sources to make a story. 

Having three sources, on average, in all of our 
news/feature/sports stories (not including columns 
or other editorial work that generally only includes 
the author as a source and is not considered 
objective journalistic work) is an admirable goal. 

WE AVERAGED 3.04 SOURCES PER STORY 
THIS FALL. 

Spring 2005 ......................... 2.70
Summer 2005 ..................... 2.95
Fall 2005 .............................. 2.71
Spring 2006  ........................ 2.53
April 2006 ........................... 2.86
Summer 2006 ..................... 2.84
Fall 2006  ............................. 3.29
Spring 2007 ......................... 2.84
Summer 2007 ..................... 2.25
Fall 2007 ..............................3.04

In the fall editions, 39 percent of the issues had 
 stories with NO sources. The most sources we had 
in one story is 10. We had two issues this summer 
with 10 sources in at least one article. We had 
an average of 1.5 students quoted per story, up 
significantly from the summer.

We averaged 15.8 stories per issue this spring 
(up from last semester’s average of 14.9.) If you 
take out the 28 percent of advertising (including 
classifieds) that we averaged this summer, that 
leaves 7.488 pages for content.
 Fall 2007
 News/features 43%   (goal: 37%)
 Sports 16% (goal: 16%)
 Editorial 14% (goal: 18%)
 Advertising 28% (goal: 29%)

We’re spending an average of $157.65 per story. 
We averaged 10.4 pages/issue this spring. That’s an 
average of .65 objective stories per page.

DEADLINE:
 Met midnight Met 1 a.m.
Spring 05 21% 61%
April 2005 10% 33%
Summer 05 40% 100%
Fall 05 23% 75% 
April 06 6% 72% 
Spring 06 13% 74%
Summer 06 40% 100%
Fall 06 3% 84%
Spring 07 14% 77%
Summer 07 60% 100%
Fall 2007 4% 75%

Of the seven times we missed the 1 a.m. deadline 
in the fall, news was the last pages turned 71 
percent of the time, Sports 14 percent, and 
Viewpoint 14 percent.
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STUDENT MEDIA OCT. 1, 2007

Number of sources 
averages 3.04 – above goal

TECHNICIAN SOURCES

Sources: 
Goal 3.00
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WHERE DO WE 
GO FROM HERE?
1. You can participate.

Tuesday, October 18, 11



Bradley Wilson
North Carolina State University
bradley_wilson@ncsu.edu
ncsu.edu/sma

Tuesday, October 18, 11


