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By KELLEY SHANNON
The Associated Press

Advocates for abortion rights
on Wednesday called this year’s
Texas legislative session a major
step backward for reproductive
choices and women’s overall
access to health care.

Abortion opponents, though,
said the 140-day term was a huge
success.

Several Democratic legislators

along with Planned Parenthood,
the Texas Abortion and Repro-
ductive Rights Action League and
women’s rights groups criticized
a bill that makes women wait 24
hours before having an abortion.
It also requires that they be
offered printed material on abor-
tion risks and photographs of
fetal development.

“This bill is an insult to wom-
en,” said Rep. Mike Villarreal,
D-San Antonio, the only member

of the House State Affairs Com-
mittee to oppose the legislation.
The bill was passed by the Repub-
lican-controlled House and Sen-
ate and awaits a decision by the
governor.

The legislators and advocacy
groups also denounced passage
of a fetal protection act, which
assigns individual rights to an
embryo or fetus from the point of
fertilization; the failure of legisla-
tors to approve more access to

emergency contraception; and
cuts in Medicaid that deny prena-
tal care for thousands of pregnant
low-income women.

They also criticized $13 million
in state funding that will be
denied to Planned Parenthood
clinics that provide abortions.
They said thousands of women
won't have access to other health
care services the clinics provide.

“There are so many unintended
consequences that have come

out of the misguided, misplaced
priorities of a majority in this Leg-
islature that focused on just sim-
ple-minded, myopic religious
beliefs,” said Rep. Dawnna Dukes,
D-Austin.

But those working the other
side of the issues view the legisla-
tive session differently.

“I think it was tremendously
successful for women’s health,”
said Elizabeth Graham, associate
director of Texas Right to Life. The

JorpAN MIDEAST SUMMIT

Abbas

By ToMm Raum

The Associated Press

Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas, left, President George W.
Bush, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Jordan’s King Abdullah Il

, Sharon pledge peace efforts

ALl JAREKJI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

make final statements at the end of the Mideast summit Wednesday in
Aqaba, Jordan, where Abbas and Sharon made concessions for peace.

AQABA, Jordan — Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon pledged Wednesday
to dismantle illegal outposts in Palestin-
ian areas, while the new Palestinian
leader renounced terrorism against
Israel. President Bush ggg related
sought both steps as he story on
brought the two sides Page 3.
together in a dramatic bid
to advance Middle East peace.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mahmoud
Abbas pleaded for “a clear improvement
in the lives of Palestinians” that would
allow them to live in dignity.

“It is time to bring all this suffering to
an end,” Abbas said, and later added:

“There will be no military solution to
this conflict, so we repeat our renuncia-
tion and the renunciation of terrorism
against the Israelis wherever they might
be.”

To that, Sharon promised to “imme-
diately begin to remove unauthorized
outposts.”

Joining Abbas, Sharon, and the sum-
mit’s host, King Abdullah IT of Jordan, at
podiums positioned at the edge of an
arm of the Red Sea, Bush praised the
leaders’ commitments and conces-
sions.

“Both leaders understand that a
future of peace cannot be founded on
hatred and falsehood and bitterness,”
he said.

It was the first time of his presidency
Bush held a joint meeting with the two
leaders. It followed a session in Egypt
the day before, in which Arab leaders
agreed to stanch the flow of money to
terror groups.

“The journey we're taking is difficult,
but there is no other choice,” Bush
said.

Later, Bush expressed obvious satis-
faction with the session, telling report-
ers aboard Air Force One, “I'm the mas-
ter of low expectations. We accom-
plished what I hoped we'd accom-
plish.”

“Some amazing things were said,” the

president said. “The prime minister of
Please see SUMMIT, Page 6

I Abbas pledged to run a Palestinian

I Sharon said his government under-

I Sharon accepted the principle of a

RoAD TO PEACE

state based on the rule of law and
democracy, without allowing weap-
ons into the hands of rogue ele-
ments.

stands “the importance of territorial
contiguity” in the West Bank, a key
demand of Palestinians.

Palestinian state. Abbas also public-
ly acknowledged Israel’s right to
exist side by side with a Palestinian
state. In a goodwill gesture, Israel
had released scores of Palestinian
prisoners in advance of the summit.

Child’s death in hot vehicle signals a fatal trend

Summer heat combined with parents’ busy lifestyles can be a deadly combination for some children

By CRISTINA RODRIGUEZ
The Associated Press

DALLAS — The death of a
2-year-old boy left behind in a
sweltering day-care van high-
lights a growing summer trend,
child welfare and health experts
said Wednesday.

Children are increasingly
becoming victims of today’s busy

world at the hands of parents or
caretakers.

“I think the parents are becom-
ing more and more busy. And
serious things happen to their
children,” said Stacey Ladd of
Child Protective Services.

Dr. Steve Kernie, a pediatrician
at Children’s Medical Center in
Dallas, said young children are
more vulnerable to heat because

MARY ALTAFFER /ASSOCIATED PRESS

Martha Stewart leaves federal court in New York on Wednesday
after being indicted on securities fraud and obstruction of jus-

Untitled-3 1

they haven't fully developed the
ability to sweat yet.

“Parents take them to a (Texas)
Rangers game on a hot night, and
they’re not drinking a lot of
water,” he said.

“A few kids are taken into an
emergency room acting lethargic
and with a fever, but it’s not really
a fever. It’s a mild case of heat
stroke.”

Two-year-old Alan Brown Jr.
died Tuesday, five days after he
was left in a hot child-care van for
more than two hours after a class
trip to a pizza restaurant.

Two employees at Little Dudes
and Daisies Daycare and Learn-
ing Center in Lancaster, south of
Dallas, have been charged with
injury to a child, a second-degree
felony.

When it’s 85 degrees outside,
the interior of a car can soar to
120 degrees in a half hour, accord-
ing to a study by the National
SAFE KIDS Campaign, a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based public health
group.

The group said Tuesday’s death
was the sixth of 2003.

Four other children in Dallas
were found trapped Tuesday in

Queen of home decor indicted for fraud

Martha Stewart pleads innocent, steps down as CEO of her company

By ERIN McCrLAM
The Associated Press

NEWYORK — Martha Stewart,
the exemplar of “good things”
who built an empire as an icon of
tasteful living, was indicted
Wednesday on securities fraud
and obstruction of justice charges
that could result in a prison
term.

The indictment also charged
Stewart with conspiracy and mak-
ing false statements and her

stockbroker, Peter Bacanovic,
with perjury and obstruction of
justice.

Stewart and Bacanovic pleaded
innocent before a federal judge to
all charges.

“This criminal case is about
lying — lying to the FBI, lying to
the SEC and investors,” U.S.
Attorney James Comey said. “That
is conduct that will not be toler-
ated. Martha Stewart is being
prosecuted not because of who

(O]

she is, but what she did.”

Hours after the indictment,
Stewart stepped down as chair-
man and CEO of Martha Stewart
Living Omnimedia Inc. A state-
ment from the company said
Stewart would remain on the
company’s board.

Stewart, 61, has denied wrong-
doing in the ImClone stock sale.
She claimed to have had an

arrangement with her broker for
Please see STEWART, Page 6

Abortion bills criticized, praised

abortion waiting period bill
empowers women so that they
can make an informed decision,
she said.

“This really protects women
because it brings abortion up to
the minimum standard of health
care practices with all other sur-
geries,” she said.

As for the fetal protection bill,
which makes it possible to impose

Please see ABORTION, Page 6

Dow

closes
above

9,000

100-point gain
follows weeks of

heavy stock buys

By AmMy BALDWIN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Dow Jones
industrial average closed above
the 9,000-mark Wednesday for the
first time in nearly 10 months,
soaring more than 100 points fol-
lowing a pair of positive econom-
ic reports.

The gains were surprising given
some bad news from Daimler-
Chrysler, which warned of a big
loss in its struggling Chrysler divi-
sion, and the fact that many ana-
lysts believe stocks were due for a
pullback following weeks of heavy
buying.

“People are now looking for
reasons to buy stocks, not sell
them,” said Michael Murphy,
head trader at Wachovia Securi-
ties.

In its fourth straight advance,
the Dow closed up 116.03, or 1.3
percent, to 9,038.98. It was the
first time the Dow finished above
9,000 since Aug. 22, when it stood
at 9,053.64.

In the past four sessions, the
Dow has gained 327.80 points.

The market’s broader indicators
also climbed. The Nasdaq com-
posite index, already trading at

Please see DOW, Page 6

U.S. sends

more troops
to central

Iraqi zone

Combat units hope
to curb sentiment
against Americans

By CHRIS TOMLINSON
The Associated Press

HABANIYAH, Iraq — In a high-
profile show of force, the U.S.
military poured more than 1,500
combat troops into a swath of
central Iraq on Wednesday, sig-
naling that any violent resistance
to American occupation would
be met with harsh punishment.

U.S. troops, sweeping out dust
and sifting through debris left by
looters, set up their headquarters
at two Iraqi air bases and a rail-
road station outside Fallujah and
Habaniyah, cities where anti-
American demonstrations and
attacks have been particularly
aggressive.

Commanders have tripled the
number of troops around the cit-
ies in a bid to quell supporters of

Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party
Please see IRAQ, Page 6
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NY Times Lawmakers awaiting recall

Perry seeking legislation on redistricting, school finance

editors quit

amid fallout

Reporters’ fraud scandal
cues exit of Raines, Boyd

By SARA KUGLER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York Times’ top two edi-
tors resigned Thursday after a tumultuous five weeks
that began with the exposure of Jayson Blair’s jour-
nalistic fraud and grew into a drumbeat of criticism
of the management style at one of the world’s most
distinguished newspapers.

Executive Editor Howell Raines and Managing
Editor Gerald Boyd left moments after speaking to
hundreds of staffers in an emotional meeting in the
Times newsroom — the same spot where they cel-
ebrated a record seven Pulitzer Prizes just a year
ago.

“Given the events of the last month ... Howell and
Gerald concluded that it was best for the Times that
they step down,” Publisher Arthur Sulzberger Jr. said
in a memo to the staff. “With great sadness, I agreed
with their decision.”

Joseph Lelyveld, 66, the paper’s former executive
editor, will come out of retirement to take over as
interim executive editor. No one will be named
interim managing editor.

“As sad as it is, what happened today is like lanc-
ing a boil,” said Susan Tifft, a former Times reporter
and co-author of “The Trust: The Private and Power-
ful Family Behind the New York Times.”

“You've got to have leadership that the newsroom
can get behind. Joe Lelyveld can do that with great
ease.”

Spokeswoman Catherine Mathis said the search
for new editors would take place “both inside the
Times and outside.”

None of the executives who spoke at Thursday’s
meeting mentioned the Blair debacle, which the
Times had called “a low point” in its 152-year histo-

The scandal engulfed the newsroom in recrimina-
Please See EDITORS, Page 6

Spam e-mail
‘challenged’

Internet providers working
to curb electronic plague

By ANICK JESDANUN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It's being promoted as a surefire
way to eliminate unsolicited e-mail: Force senders
to prove they are human rather than one of those
automated programs that inundate the Internet with
spam.

Known as challenge-response, the technology
obliges senders to verify their authenticity before
their electronic messages can be accepted.

But the technique has consequences far beyond
stymieing spam-spitting software robots, and some
leading anti-spam activists fear it could backfire and
render e-mail useless if widely adopted.

EarthLink introduced challenge-response last
week to its 5 million subscribers, which means
legitimate senders of e-mail could now face many
more hoops to get their messages delivered.

While the technique is not entirely new, usage has
been limited to the thousands. But EarthLink expects
half its customers will turn on the free service by
year’s end and other Internet providers are weighing
a similar offering.

“It’s sufficiently tempting that people will use it
and will not realize all the bad things that will begin

Please See SPAM, Page 6
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AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry is prepar-
ing to call a special legislative session
for July on congressional redistricting
and government reorganization, two
well-placed Republican legislators told
the Houston Chronicle.

Both sources asked not to be identi-
fied, the paper reported Thursday.

One lawmaker said he was informed
that a 30-day session could begin
around June 30. He said he expected
Perry to announce the special session
next week and the House Redistricting

Committee to hold public hearings
before lawmakers convene.

The other legislator said a member
of the governor’s staff identified July as
the special session month and listed
the same two issues.

“They told me July. My information
was very specific,” the lawmaker said.

Perry spokeswoman Kathy Walt
wouldn't confirm or deny the reports,
but said the governor’s vacation sched-
ule was “up in the air.”

Two Republican legislators said they
had been advised by the governor’s
office not to make July vacation plans.

A session on redistricting and gov-
ernment reorganization would be in
addition to the special session Perry
has promised on school finance, the
sources said. That session is expected
this fall or next year.

A GOP-backed bill that would have
redrawn Texas’ congressional districts
to increase the number of Republicans
in office died during the regular legisla-
tive session when more than 50 Demo-
cratic legislators fled to Ardmore, Okla.,
and shut down business for four days.

The redistricting measure had the
support of U.S. House Majority Leader

Tom DeLay, a Texas Republican, as well
as Perry and state House Speaker Tom
Craddick.

A government reorganization bill
— one version of which would have
increased the governor’s powers —
died in the closing days of the regular
legislative session, which ended Mon-
day.

Democratic legislators and one
prominent Republican criticized the
talk of a holding a special session on
redistricting.

“It’s irresponsible. It’s a waste of tax
dollars. Tom DeLay ought to stay in

COLD WAR NO MORE

YUN JAFHYOUNG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A U.S. soldier uses a pair of binoculars to scan the north side of Panmunjom as a North Korean soldier stands guard at the
village on Feb. 5. The United States and South Korea agreed on Thursday to dismantle bases and withdraw U.S. troops

50-year border watch ending

By ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

from the DMZ and consolidating them at perhaps
two main “hub” bases south of Seoul will create a
more formidable fighting force. In Rumsfeld’s
view it does not weaken the U.S. deterrent at a
time when communist North Korea is pursuing
an expanded nuclear arsenal.

The United States has assured South Korea it
will spend more than $11 billion over the next four
years on improvements in the combined U.S.-

WASHINGTON — In a historic move after a
half-century, the United States will pull its ground
troops away from the Demilitarized Zone separat-
ing North and South Korea and consolidate them
at bases well to the south.

The realignment, announced in a joint U.S.-

South Korean statement Thursday, has been in the
works for months. It reflects Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld’s push to break a Cold War
mold of assumptions about the usefulness of hav-

ing troops along the tense DMZ.

The moves in Korea are part of a broader Pen-
tagon strategy to realign U.S. forces around the
globe, to include likely reductions in Germany
and the establishment of new bases in eastern
Europe. Last month the United States pulled its

South Korean defenses. The new arrangement will
end a U.S. troop presence on the DMZ that dates
to the end of the 1950-53 Korean War, when a
151-mile buffer zone was established along the

approximate line of ground contact between the

was signed.

troops out of Saudi Arabia after a 12-year stay.

In Rumsfeld’s view, moving U.S. troops away

opposing forces at the time a July 27, 1953, truce

In a two-phase movement, U.S. troops at bases
scattered near the DMZ will be moved to “hub
bases” at least 75 miles south of the Demilitarized

Please See DMZ, Page 6

Bush: Truth will reveal

Saddam’s terror weapons

BYTERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

CAMP AS SAYLIYAH, Qatar
— President Bush insisted on
Thursday that war to rid Iraq of
destructive weapons was justi-
fied, and he said the truth
about Saddam Hussein’s ability
to create and use deadly germs
and bombs would come in
time.

“We're on the look. We'll
reveal the truth,” Bush said in a
speech to 1,000 cheering troops

over Baghdad.

as he wound up a seven-day
tour of Europe and the Middle
East. He flew back to Washing-
ton along a path that took him

At 31,000 feet, Bush gazed
out a left-side window of Air
Force One along with Secretary
of State Colin Powell, National
Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice and White House chief of
staff Andrew Card.

He pointed out landmarks,

including two airports, a pre-
Please See BUSH, Page 6

By JIM KRANE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Sheik Abdul
Jabar leaned forward in his chair
and delivered a warning to the
U.S. Army Psychological Opera-
tions soldier seated across from
him.

“We don’'t want anyone to touch
our women,” the Shiite cleric said.
Then came other grievances —
including pornography on dis-
play.

“You talk to that soldier’s boss,
and immediately something will
be done,” said Sgt. Eric Viburs, of
the Army’s 346th Psychological

Untitled-6 1

Operations Company;,.

The American isn't merely inter-
ested in the sheik’s friendship. He
wants to him to be a mouthpiece
in the poor Shiite Muslim neigh-
borhood where he is a leader.

Across Iraq, dozens of three-
person “psyops” teams are pursu-
ing similar missions: befriending
leaders and using them to boost
Iraqis’ opinions of the United
States and distribute its messag-
es.

The Army’s Psychological Oper-
ations force in Iraq is the largest in
U.S. history, with 11 companies
and almost 1,000 psyops person-
nel in the country or in support
roles in the United States, said Lt.
Col. Glenn Ayers, commander of

(O]

the 9th Psychological Operations
Battalion based in Fort Bragg,
N.C.

Their mission is to persuade
Iraqis to do the Pentagon’s bid-
ding: report unexploded muni-
tions, vacate a building, support
U.S. troops and give up.

During the war, psyops detach-
ments helped engineer the sur-
render and desertion of thousands
of Iraqi soldiers. Since the war’s
end, the mission has changed to a
“safety and stabilization” mes-
sage.

The job is similar — but tougher
— than the marketing of, say,
Coca-Cola, Ayers said.

“Cola is a product you already

Teams of ‘psyops’ woo Iraqileaders

VIcTOR R. CAIVANO/ASSOCIATED PRESS
A man dances to drums
during a Sufi Muslim ceremo-
ny in Baghdad Thursday.

5/26/08 9:54:37 AM
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Study: Female lung cancer down

Patients have a
5-year survival

rate after diagnosis

By LAURAN NEERGAARD

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The No. 1 cancer killer

is finally on its way down.

Female lung cancer rates have declined
about 2 percent since 1998, long after men
began a similar improvement, according

to a study in the journal Cancer.

Also, female death rates from lung can-
cer have leveled off, remaining virtually
unchanged since 1995.

However, minorities are still more likely
than whites to die from cancer, said the

same journal.

Butlargely, the news remains optimistic.
Death rates from cancer in general have
dropped 1.1 percent a year since 1993, and
Thursday’s report confirms that decline
continued in 2001. Rates of new cases are
declining about half a percent a year, too.

“For the first time, we are turning the

corner in the lung cancer epidemic in
women,” said Ahmedin Jemal of the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, who co-wrote the
report with scientists from the National
Cancer Institute, Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and North American

Association of Central Cancer Registries.

“We have been anticipating ... this for a
long, long time,” Jemal said.

Smoking became rampant among men
long before women, and the resulting lung
cancer consequently struck men sooner.

Please see STUDY, Page 6

Army to extend terms

Program keeps soldiers overseas longer

By JOHN J. LUMPKIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Army
will prevent soldiers in units set
for Iraq or Afghanistan deploy-
ment from leaving the service
at the end of their terms, a top
general said Wednesday.

The announcement, an
expansion of an Army program
called “stop-loss,” means that
thousands of soldiers who had
expected to retire or otherwise
leave the military will have to
stay on for the duration of their
deployment to those combat
zZones.

The expansion affects units
that are 90 days away or less
from deploying, said Lt. Gen.
Frank L. “Buster” Hagenbeck,
the Army’s deputy chief of staff
for personnel.

Commanders have the
ability to make exceptions for
soldiers with special circum-
stances.

Otherwise, soldiers won't
be able to leave the service or
transfer from their unit until
they return to their home base
after the deployment.

The move will allow the
Army to keep units together
as they deploy, Hagenbeck
said. Units with new recruits
or recently transferred sol-
diers would not perform as
well because the troops would
not have had time to work
together.

“The rationale is to have
cohesive, trained units going
to war together,” Hagenbeck
said.

The announcement comes
as the Army is struggling to
find fresh units to continue
the occupation of Iraq.

Almost every Army com-
bat unit has faced or will
face deployment there or in
Afghanistan, and increased
violence has forced the deploy-
ment of an additional 20,000
troops to the region.

Some criticize the stop-loss
program as contrary to the

ANJA NIERINGHAUS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A woman collapses after learning that one of her relatives died after a car bomb exploded in
Baghdad, Iraq, on Wednesday. The car bomb killed four people and injured dozens, police said.
The blast took place in Baghdad’s Azimivah neighborhood, a Sunni Muslim district.

concept of an all-volunteer
military force. Soldiers plan-
ning to retire now face addi-
tional months away from their
families and homes.

Andrew Exum, a former
Army captain who served
under Hagenbeck in the 10th
Mountain Division in Afghan-
istan, called the treatment of

soldiers under stop-loss pro-
grams “shameful.”

“Many, if not most, of the sol-
diers in this latest Irag-bound
wave are already veterans
of several tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan,” he said. “But
like draftees, they have been
conscripted to meet the addi-
tional needs in Iraq.”

Hagenbeck said the stop-
loss move is necessary only
because the Army also is
undergoing a major reorgani-
zation that requires some units
to be taken off line while they
are restructured.

Hagenbeck does not know
how many soldiers will be
affected.

sought

By JOHN SOLOMON

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI
is investigating who in the
U.S. gov-
ernment
leaked
informa-
tion to
former
Iraqi exile
Ahmad
Chalabi
infor-

mation
that made its way into the
hands of the Iranian govern-
ment, potentially damaging
American efforts to monitor
Tehran’s activities, officials
said Wednesday.

The officials, who would
speak only on condition
of anonymity because the
information remained clas-
sified, said the U.S. govern-
ment has evidence that
Chalabi or his followers told
Iran that Washington had
cracked some of its secret
codes for transmitting sensi-
tive information.

In Najaf, Iraq, Chalabi said
that reports that he leaked
such information to Iran are
“false” and “stupid.”

“Where would I get this
from?” Chalabi said. “I have
no such information. How

Chalabi

By DAviID MCCLARD
Special to the Southwest Journalist

Despite ominous budget
cuts looming over the UT’s
Marine Science Institute,
faculty and staff are plagued
with uncertainty and lack of
information on how it might
impact the knowledge gained
from their research.

Proposed cuts in the
national FY 2005 budget
would cut federal environ-
mental research spending
by hundreds of millions of
dollars — enough to prevent
UTMSI faculty and graduate
students from carrying out
their research projects.

“All our research is impor-
tant,” said UTMSI director
Wayne Gardner. “It’s hard to
say what projects are more
important than others.”

Gardner said that research
projects will not be trimmed

Source of leaks
about Iran code

by FBI

Iraqi exile may be responsible

would I know anything about
that? That’s stupid from every
aspect.”

Chalabi and other Shiite
Muslim figures are in Najaf
to try to shore up a cease-
fire between U.S. troops and
radical Shiite militiamen.

In Washington, an official
speaking on condition of
anonymity said a raid last
month on Chalabi’s home
inside Iraq was conducted to
determine how the leader of
the Iraqi National Congress
got the information and
whom he shared it with.
The FBI already is trying to
determine if someone in the
U.S. government gave the
information to Chalabi. This
would be a criminal offense
for leaking highly classified
material, the official said.

Chalabi, a member of the
Shiite Islamic sect to which
the majority of [ranians and
Iraqis belong, once was a
favorite of Pentagon offi-
cials.

He had provided intel-
ligence to the Bush admin-
istration about weapons of
mass destruction, which was
used to justify the U.S. wat
against Iraq, but his infor-
mation came under majotz
criticism after no weapons
were found.

Please see LEAKS, Page 6

Budget cuts likely

for marine science

until the money actually
failed to show up.

If Congress passes the
national budget, it would cut
overall funding for the EPA by
over $600 million, or 7.2 per-
cent, and would likely affect
programs like UTMSL.

“We can only work with the
money we get,” said Kenneth
Dunton, research professor at
the UT department of marine
science. “When the money
gets put into other things, we
can’t do our work.”

The national budget pro-
posed by the Bush admin-
istration Feb. 2 seeks to
cut funds for many critical
environmental programs
and organizations, accord-
ing to partisan opposition
and environmental activist
groups like the Union of

Please see BUDGET, Page 6

Thousands powerless after thunderstorms rock Dallas area

D.J. PETERS / ASSOCIATED PRESS
Joel Leath kicks shingles off a roof Wednesday while repairing

a building that was damaged at the Tyler State Park.
0000000000000

By SHEILA FLYNN

Associated Press

DALLAS — It could be several
days before electricity is fully
restored to hundreds of thou-
sands of people after powerful
thunderstorms toppled power
lines, damaged buildings and
downed trees, officials said
Wednesday.

About 350,000 homes and
businesses across the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area remained
without power Wednesday
afternoon, said TXU Electric
Delivery spokeswoman Carol
Peters.

She said all available TXU

crews, as well as crews from
up to 750 miles away, were
working to restore power. In
all, about 2,500 people were
working, she said.

Tuesday night’s storms
packed winds of more than 80
mph, as much as 2 1/4 inches
of rain, damaging hail and
prolific lightning.

A tornado was spotted in
Arlington, and buildings were
damaged across Dallas, John-
son and Tarrant counties, forc-
ing some residents from their
homes.

“This particular storm was
in another realm,” Peters said.

She said the company “could
not have begun to predict the
extent of the damage.”

Crews were targeting what
she called “key infrastruc-
tures” to restore power to the
most homes and businesses.
But she warned that it could be
several days before electricity
is fully restored.

Meanwhile, the company
was working with officials in
Dallas and Fort Worth to set up
shelters for senior citizens and
others affected by the outage.

Many residents, including
Joy Nguyen of Dallas, were
dealing with the lingering

outage.

The family refrigerator shut
off about 9 p.m., and she tried
to preserve food by packing it
with dry ice.

“My husband, who works at
home and uses his computer to
do most of his work, is pulling
his hair out because he can't
get anything done,” she said.
“Today is such a bad day.”

Forecasters with the Nation-
al Weather Service warned
more bad weather could strike
Wednesday afternoon. Wind
gusts in excess of 60 mph, large
hail and heavy rains were pos-
sible.
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Time limits challenge young spellers

Cornel Andre Grey, 11, of Portmore St. Catherine, Jamaica, left,
and John Tamplin, 11, of Louisville, Ky., rest while participat-
ing in the 77th annual National Spelling Bee on Wednesday,
in Washington. Spellers now have an enforced time limit.

LINDA SPILLERS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

94 kids face changes
in Scripps National
Spelling Bee finals

By BEN FELLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As the first speller
on stage, Laura Brown had to take on
“laloplegia,” the word meaning paralysis
of the muscles involved in speech.

So much for that. She got it right in
about 10 seconds.

Then the 12-year-old from Birming-
ham, Ala., gave up center stage to Irene
Park, 14, of Anchorage, Alaska, who was
not derailed by her word either: “derail-
leur,” a device for shifting gears on a
bike.

The oral competition of the 77th Scripps
National Spelling Bee got off to a fast start
Wednesday as 16 of the first 20 children
offered correct spellings.

stage correct; 94 ended up advancing.

As more spellers take longer at the
microphone, the bee has been grappling
with how to rein in the time, knowing
that each lengthy spelling erodes the
concentration of other children and bee
officials.

The bee put the written test first this
year after some spellers in earlier compe-
titions said they could have done well on it
but were finished after one jittery mistake
on stage.

Another change in format: For the first
time, spellers face a strict time limit per
word of two minutes, followed by a final
30-second period with a countdown
clock. Those who don’t comply are dis-
qualified.

All were in competition for a top pack-
age of $17,000 in cash and other prizes,
including $12,000 and an engraved cup
from the bee itself.

No speller was immediately eliminated
for missing a word on stage during the
first oral round.

Study: Surviving longer

—Continued from Page 1

Lung cancer remains the nation’s
top-killing malignancy for both sexes,
and the second most common cancer.
But it slowly declined among men start-
ing in the early 1990s as older smokers
died and fewer young men took up the
habit — a pattern doctors expect to
eventually see in women.

The report’s other new finding: More
people are living at least five years after
a diagnosis of most types of cancer, a
major milestone for cancer patients.

For men, survival rates improved the
most — more than 10 percent — for
cancers of the prostate, colon and kid-
ney, and for melanoma and leukemia.

For women, the biggest survival
improvements came in colon, kidney
and breast cancers.

What does that mean? Today, 99.3
percent of men diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer will live five years, up from
70 percent in the 1970s.

Five-year survival for breast cancer
is 88 percent, up from 75 percent in
1970s.

But that survival is strongly con-

nected to how early cancer is caught,
stressed co-author Brenda Edwards of
the NCI’s cancer-control division.

For example, five-year survival for
lung cancer is just 15 percent, largely
unchanged from the 1970s, because
more than half of patients are diag-
nosed after the disease has spread
beyond their lungs.

In the few cases where tumors are
caught early, five-year survival jumps
to 49 percent — but there is no proven
early-screening method for lung can-
cer.

Even with colorectal cancer, where
good tests have improved survival, only
one of three cases still is caught at the
earliest stage, Jemal lamented.

Then there’s the racial gap.

When looking at all cancers com-
bined, black men are 26 percent more
likely to die of a malignancy than white
men, and Hispanic men are 16 percent
more likely than non-Hispanic whites,
said the cancer society’s Jemal. Black
women are 52 percent more likely to
die of cancer than white women, and
Hispanic women 20 percent more
likely, he said.

Leaks: CIA suspicious

—Continued from Page 1

The CIA has long been suspicious of
Chalabi’s Iraqi National Congress, but
he had maintained strong supporters
in other government agencies.

Until last month, his organization
was on the U.S. government payroll,
receiving roughly $340,000 a month
from the Defense Department for intel-
ligence under a specific authorization
from Congress.

CBS News initially reported Tuesday
that Chalabi had told an Iranian intel-
ligence official that the United States
had cracked its codes, allowing U.S.
agents to read Iran’s secret communi-
cations.

Revealing such information would

expose one of the United States’ most
important sources of information about
Iran.

Following the broadcast report, The
New York Times, Los Angeles Times
and The Washington Post followed with
similar stories, all quoting anonymous
U.S. intelligence officials.

American officials quoted in the news
reports said Chalabi told the Baghdad
chief of the Iranian spy service that
the United States was reading its com-
munications and that the Iranian spy
described the conversation in a mes-
sage to Tehran, which was intercepted
by U.S. intelligence.

Associated Press writer
Mariam Fam contributed to this
report from Najaf, Iraq

Overall, more often than not, these
championship spellers were right. Of the were awarded three bonus points, to be
265 spellers, 191 got their first word on tallied with their scores from a 25-word

Instead, those who got their word right

written test from Tuesday.

Based on those combined scores, bee
organizers narrowed the field for further
competition Wednesday. The final rounds
take place today.

Other stumpers from Wednesday’s oral
competition were “widdershins,” “hau-
berk,” “putrescible,” “gallimaufry” and
“salicylate.”

The spellers range in age from nine to
15, and from grades four to eight, with
most of them at the older end of that
spectrum.

They employed different spelling styles
in standing before a crowd of roughly
1,000 people. Some were word detectives,
asking for a definition and language of ori-
gin. Others knew their word — or thought
they did — and barreled right on.

All spellers, no matter what their result,
got a quick round of applause.

There’s a new look this year, too. The
stage backdrop is a collage of photos of
past bee participants, with their expres-
sions showing the joy and exasperation
of competition. Gone are the oversized
newspaper clippings of previous win-
ners.

Bush and circumstance

Two cadets hug in celebration during Wednesday’s commencement ceremonies at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., as President Bush, who gave a commencement speech,
congratulates the graduates walking across the stage. There were 981 graduates.

ED ANDRIESKI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Budget: Researchers fear impact of cuts

—Continued from Page 1

Concerned Scientists. Such proposed
cuts include a $215 million, or 35
percent, cut for the National Ocean
Service, the primary federal agency
working to protect and manage U.S.

coastal waters and habitats.

that threaten fish populations.

have a reduced budget for the next

The R-V Longhorn, a research vessel for the marine sciences department at
the University of Texas, was renovated in 1997.

PHOTO PROVIDED

algae populations through UTMSI,

One of the chief functions of NOS “and that’s just something we deal
is toinvestigate harmful algal blooms with as researchers. Of course it’s
important information, and without operation of the institute.
“There is always the fear that we’ll  it, I think people might suffer.”
UTMSI gets funding from major
year,” said Dunton, who researches federal bureaus like the National
Science Foundation, EPA, the Office and graduate students.
of Naval Research and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, according to UTMSI Fis-
cal Office Executive Assistant Lynn
Amos.

The Institute also receives funds
from the state and private endow-
ments.

“I couldn’t tell you how much we
might get from federal agencies next effective for solutions.”
year,” Amos said. She said that the
average combined annual fund for
UTMSI hovers around $3 million.

“We don’t lobby anyone that I know
of” Amos said. She said that private
donations vary from year to year but

of Texas every year.

do necessarily coincide with any vyears the shortfall compared to FY
given budget shortfalls, and thatthere 2004 would be a total of $7.0 billion.
is always enough money for the basic

“I can see the national budget
affecting us next year,” Gardner

Based in Port Aransas, Texas, UTM- said. “There’s definitely a trickle-
SIsponsors field trips and a varietyof down effect and we’re not immune
research projects for undergraduate to that.”

Gardner has been the director of

There are several dozen faculty UTMSI for over seven years, and said
and staff and around 40 graduate the worst budget cut he has seen so
researchers. The Institute receives far has resulted in cutting back a
about $1 million from the University single field trip.

“We might lose a few research trips

“We’re mostly competing for what’s  this year or the next, but I think there
important,” Gardner said. “Wewould would have to be a sustained lack of

like to see problems funded so the money to really affect our research

information gained would be cost- plans,” he said.

The proposed national budget

With the proposed national bud- would trim the Environmental Pro-
get, investments in environmental tection Agency’s Science To Achieve
protection between FY 2004 and FY Results grants program by about $35
2005 would decrease by $1.9 billion, million and directlylimit grants given
or nearly six percent. According to to environmental research programs
some calculations, over the next five like UTMSI.
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CIA chief quits amid scandal

Intel leak, war may have influenced move

By KATHERINE P. SHRADER

Associated Press

“I can’t remember any resignation
that has struck me as more startling
than this one. I suspect there’s going

to be more of a story to tell.”

Sen. Dianne Feinstein

WASHINGTON — CIA Direc-
tor George Tenet, a Democratic
appointee whose close relation-
ship to President Bush helped
him survive Sept. 11 fallout and
Iraq intelligence mistakes, said
Thursday he would soon resign.
His departure throws open a key

out, or perhaps had left in frustra- wonderful family, nothing more

position at a critical time in the tion. and nothingless.”
war against terrorism. The CIA has been angered over
President Bush said Tenet’s recent allegations that Defense pggsible replacements

deputy, John McLaughlin, would
temporarily lead the United
States’ spy agency during a period
inwhich Iraq remains unstable and
U.S. officials worry terrorists might
strike in hopes of influencing the
November elections.

Department civilians may have
given highly classified informa-
tion on Iran to an Iraqi politician,
and agency officials still are upset
over last summer’s leak of a covert
CIA operative’s name. Bush said
Wednesday he was considering
hiring a private attorney to give
him legal advice in a grand jury
investigation into that leak.

In a speech to CIA employees,
an emotional Tenet said, “It was a
personal decision and had only one
basis in fact: the well being of my

Among names mentioned as
a possible successor are House
Intelligence Chairman Porter Goss,
R-Fla., Deputy Secretary of State
Richard Armitage, former Sen.
Bob Kerrey, D-Neb., and former
New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

Giuliani’s spokeswoman, Sunny
Mindel, discounted any talk of the
former mayor assuming the CIA
post.

Tenet, 51, spent an hour with
Bush at the White House on

“It was a personal decision”

While Tenet and Bush cited per-
sonal reasons for his departure,
some in Congress questioned
whether Tenet had been pushed

Wednesday night, informing him
of his decision to leave his post as
head of the CIA and director of the
14 agencies that comprise the intel-
ligence community.

The White House responds

In a hurriedly arranged an-
nouncement Thursday before leav-
ing on a trip to Europe, Bush said,
“I told him I'm sorry he’s leaving.
He’s done a superb job on behalf of
the American people.”

A White House official said the
president told his staff he did not
want anyone speculating that
Tenet was leaving for anything
other than personal reasons. “If
(Tenet) wants to expand on that
further, then we will leave it to him
to do so,” Bush spokesman Scott
McClellan later said.

Rep. Ray LaHood, R-Ill., who
befriended Tenet while serving

Please see TENET, Page 6

In Remembrance

MIKE ELIASON / ASSOCIATED PRESS
A couple walk down a row of some of the 810 small wooden crosses illuminated with candles on West Beach on Sunday
evening at a memorial in Santa Barbara, Calif. The memorial, dubbed “Arlington West,” goes up at sunrise and down at
sunset every Sunday to mark the rising death toll in Irag. Volunteers from the Santa Barbara chapter of Veterans for Peace
erected the crosses last November and intend to continue until all the troops come home from Iraq.

Harry gets mature direction

In new movie,
Potter is more
cynical, wise

BYANTHONY BREZNICAN

Associated Press

Alfonso Cuaron,
who made the 1995
children’s film “A Little
Princess” and the 2001
adult coming-of-age tale
“Y Tu Mama Tambien,” took
over the filmmaking duties
from Chris Columbus.

Cuaron said he aimed for a
more sophisticated “Harry Pot-
ter” story — a children’s movie
with metaphor and subtext
about the melancholy of
growing up.

The movie is already
regarded as superior to its
predecessors, but Cuaron’s
change of tone was a risk

This is the increasingly sinis-
ter world of “Harry Potter and
the Prisoner of Azkaban,” the
third movie based on author J.K.
Rowling’s phenomenally popular
books.

Harry is a year older, wiser and
a little more cynical after facing
down two incarnations of his
nemesis, the warlock Voldemort,
in the previous movies. The
orphan boy is somewhat embit-
tered by his lonely lot in life, and
tired of dealing with villains
and monsters — not to mention
school bullies.

But aside from a more mature
Harry, a major change in the
latest “Potter” installment is the
film’s director.

LOS ANGELES — Harry Potter
is no longer impressed by plain
old magic.

A patron at the Leaky Cauldron
inn remotely stirs the spoon in his
tea with a wave of his finger, and a
busboy in the background makes
empty bottles disappear into thin
air, but the 13-year-old wizard is
too wrapped up in conversation
to notice — an escaped psycho-
path named Sirius Black is out to

kill him, after all. Please see POTTER, Page 6

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

CIA Director George Tenet ponders a question
while testifying before the Senate Intelligence
Committee on Feb. 24. Tenet, buffeted by con-

troversies over intelligence lapses, resigned

Thursday.

Bush wary of
troop pullout

By TOM RAUM

Associated Press

ROME — President Bush,
facing tough talks with U.S.
allies, said Thursday it would
be disastrous if they took their
troops out of Iraq.

Pulling out, Bush said, would
send the wrong signals to the
Iraqi people and to terrorists.

“It would dispirit those who
love freedom in Iraq,” he said.

Bush, standing alongside
Australian Prime Minister
John Howard, a strong ally on
Iraq, made his comments at
the White House before leaving
Washington on the firstleg of a

three-day European trip.

Howard renewed his inten-
tion to keep Australia’s 850
troops in Iraq, despite political
criticism in his own country.

“It is the worst time imagin-
able for allies to be showing
any weakness in relation to the
pursuit of our goals in Iraq,” he
said.

Bush’s trip opened a month
of high-level diplomacy that
will bring him face to face with
other staunch supporters on
Iraq, including Italian Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi and

Please see BUSH, Page 6

OPEC increases

oil output ceiling

Little change in
U.S. gas prices
is expected

By BRUCE STANLEY

Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — OPEC
agreed Thursday to raise its oil
production ceiling by 2 million
barrels a day next month and,
if necessary, an additional
500,000 barrels a day in August
in a bid to rein in high prices.

Oil prices fell for the sec-
ond straight day from peaks
reached earlier this week, but
industry analysts said the hike
was unlikely to lead to cheaper
gasoline in the United States
due to refinery constraints and
other production bottlenecks.
The impact on crude prices
would be modest.

Saudi Arabia, the group’s
most influential member, had
proposed an increase of 2.5
million barrels, or 11 percent,
to be made all at once.

However, OPEC agreed on
an unusual two-stage increase
as a compromise because
some producers, such as Iran,
preferred a more gradual rise.
OPECrepresentatives approved

the decision during four hours
of talks.

U.S. Energy Secretary
Spencer Abraham described
OPEC'’s decision as “welcome
news.” U.S. State Department
spokesman Adam Ereli said it
would result in “much needed
oil supplies.”

Claude Mandil, head of the
Paris-based International
Energy Agency, said the deci-
sion “means that the produc-
ing countries recognize that
production is important in
order to calm the markets.

“At the same time, we think
the most important (thing) is
not quotas, it’s not targets,” he
added. “What is really impor-
tant is real extra barrels.”

Prices have escalated in
recent weeks despite OPEC’s
efforts to meet market require-
ments, the group said in a
statement. Geopolitical ten-
sions, stronger than expected
demand in China and the
United States, and stricter U.S.
specifications for gasoline have
all contributed to higher prices,
it said.

“Combined, these factors
have led to unwarranted fear

Please see OPEC, Page 6
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Perry’s future endangered

Despite efforts, governor fails to pass education bill, appease constituents

By KELLEY SHANNON

Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN — Republican Gov.
Rick Perry wanted badly to
change the way Texas schools
are funded and reduce hom-
eowners’ property taxes.

His political future may well
depend on it.

Despite Perry’s desire and
coaxing, lawmakers left town
without getting the job done.
Their 140-day regular session
ended Monday with no plan in
place, despite some promising
last-minute negotiations. Perry
called it a “disappointment.”

He reiterated Tuesday that if
House and Senate leaders con-
tinue working toward an agree-
ment, he may call a special ses-
sion. He said he’ll keep trying to
broker a deal.

“Idon’t believe that we're fin-
ished here,” he said. “I don’t
believe the final chapter of this
book has been written yet.”

The Texas Supreme Court has
scheduled oral arguments for
July 6 in a school finance law-
suit appeal, and Perry’s aides
have made it no secret they'd
like to reach a solution with
legislators before then.

A state district judge last year

ruled Texas’ school funding sys-
tem unconstitutional and gave
the state until October 2005 to
make changes or stop funding
public education.

While Perry listed several
accomplishments he said law-
makers delivered on — includ-
ing Child Protective Services
reform, a workers’ compensa-
tion overhaul and a parental
consent bill for minors seeking
abortions — he said he wasn’t
hiding his disappointment over
the failure of school funding
and property tax relief.

The stakes are high for Perry
to preside over a school finance

solution. He could face criti-
cism on the issue if he draws a
Republican primary opponent
in 2006. U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison and Comptroller
Carole Keeton Strayhorn might
enter the GOP race.

Perry said lawmakers may
feel some heat from voters this
summer, although he seemed
to inadvertently refer to his own
dilemma.

“If there’s a will, we can find
away,” Perry said. “If they don’t
want to work to finish the job,
well then, I think I may make, or

Please see PERRY, Page 6

HarRy CaBLUCK / THE ASSOCIATED PRES
Texas Gov. Rick Perry, center, speaks during a news conference Tues:
day in Austin, flanked by Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, left, and House Speak
er Tom Craddick. Perry suffered several setbacks during the session

Deep Throat revealed

Ex-FBI agent was a
Washington Post source

for Watergate scandal
By SHARON THEIMER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Breaking a silence of
30 years, former FBI official W. Mark Felt
stepped forward Tuesday as Deep Throat,
the secret Washington Post source that
helped bring down President Nixon during
the Watergate scandal. Within hours, the
paper ratified his claim.

“It’s the last secret” of the story, said Ben
Bradlee, the paper’s top editor at the time
the riveting political
drama played out
three decades ago.

It tumbled out in
stages during the
day — first when a
lawyer quoted Felt
in a magazine arti-
cle as having said he
was the source; then
when the former FBI
man’s family issued
a statement hail-
ing him as a “great
American hero,” and finally when the Post
posted a story on its Web site confirming
him as the secret leaker of long ago.

“I'm the guy they used to call Deep
Throat,” Felt, the former No. 2 man at the
FBI, was quoted as saying in Vanity Fair.

He kept his secret even from his family
for almost three decades before his dec-
laration.

Felt, who lives in Santa Rosa, Calif., is
said to be in poor mental and physical
health because of a stroke.

His family did not immediately make
him available for comment, asking the
news media to respect his privacy “in view
of his age and health.”

A grandson, Nick Jones, read a statement.
“The family believes that my grandfather,
Mark Felt Sr., is a great American hero
who went well above and beyond the call
of duty at much risk to himself to save his
country from a horrible injustice,” it said.
“We all sincerely hope the country will see
him this way as well.”

Felt

Steering bikes, bills

By BEN SKLAR
Special to the Southwest Journalist

A purple Harley-Davidson rests among an
array of SUVs, mid-sized sedans and small
coups that fill the underground parking garage

of the Texas Capitol building.

The owner of the bike, “Da’ Lady” as she is
known to her biker buddies, represents both El
Paso County and the bikers of Texas. The leather
vest that hangs in her Capitol Extension office
reads “Legislative Warrior,” which state Rep.

Norma Chavez, D-El Paso, is proud to
wear any time she carries a bill on the
House floor.

“I'have been a motorcycle enthu-
siast for the last 10 years. As a pas-
senger from 1995 to 2000 ... then
I got my bike in 2000,” Chavez
says. “Prior to being elected
in the Legislature, I
participated in
benefits and toy
runs.”

Chavez formed
a relationship
with bikers
around the
state, most nota-
bly “Sputnik,”
leader of the Texas
Motorcycle Rights
Association.

“She’d been
around bikers all the

W. Mark Felt appears on CBS’ “Face The Nation”
in 1976. Watergate scandal reporter Carl Bernstein
has confirmed that the former FBI official is “Deep

In a statement issued later, Watergate
reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bern-
stein said, “W. Mark Felt was ‘Deep Throat’
and helped us immeasurably in our Water-
gate coverage.

However, as the record shows, many
other sources and officials assisted us and
other reporters for the hundreds of stories
that were written in The Washington Post
about Watergate.”

The reporters and Bradlee had kept
the identity of Deep Throat secret at his
request, saying his name would be revealed

time, and finally we talked her into running
(for office),” says Sputnik, whose legal name he

changed to his biker name.

do or how they act, says Sputnik.

wearing

After Chavez carried to the Legislature her
first bill concerned with bikers’ issues, Sputnik
christened her with her road name: “Da’ Lady.”
Bikers get their name based on something they

“So when she passed our first bill that she car-
ried and she came off the floor, well then I told
her, I said, ‘Hey Norma, you Da Lady,
says. “She showed us she was wearing her vest
underneath her jacket. And when they called
our bill, she stood up, looked up at us, and she
took off her jacket and threw it down, put the
bill under her arm and went walking up there
her leather. It was fantastic.”

)

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Throat,” the long-anonymous source who leaked
secrets about President Nixon’s Watergate coverup
to The Washington Post.

upon his death. But then Felt revealed it
himself.

Even the existence of Deep Throat, nick-
named for an X-rated movie of the early
1970s, was kept secret for a time. Woodward
and Bernstein revealed their reporting had
been guided by a Nixon administration
source in their best-selling book “All the
President’s Men.”

A hit movie starring Robert Redford
as Woodward, Dustin Hoffman as Bern-

Please see FELT, Page 6

Courtlets
Andersen off

Juror instuctions
blamed for ruling

in obstruction
BYHOPE YEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court threw out
the conviction of the Arthur
Andersen accounting firm for
destroying Enron Corp.-relat-
ed documents, ruling unani-
mously Tuesday that the jury
instructions were too broad.

The decision was a defeat for
the Bush administration, which
had declared prosecution of
white-collar criminals a high
priority following accounting
scandals at major corporations.
But it offered only symbolic
relief for Andersen, the compa-
ny whose 2002 conviction put
28,000 employees out of work
and left it virtually defunct.

“We pursued an appeal
of this case not because we
believed Arthur Andersen
could be restored to its previous
position, but because we had
an obligation to set the record
straight,” Andersen spokesman
Patrick Dorton said. “We are
very pleased with the Supreme
Court’s decision.”

The Justice Department said
it was disappointed and was
reviewing its options, including
retrying the case. “We remain
convinced that even the most
powerful corporations have
the responsibility of adhering
to the rule of law,” said act-
ing assistant Attorney General
John C. Richter.

The high court’s decision was
surprisingly swift, coming just

Other Supreme Court actions:

* Upheld the constitutionality
of a federal law requiring state
prisons to accommodate inmate
religions, on a 9-0 vote.

* Agreed to consider reinstat-
ing a death penalty law that
requires juries to sentence a
defendant to die — rather than
serve life in prison — when the
evidence for and against impos-
ing death appears equal.

over a month after the justice:
heard arguments in the case.

Chief Justice William H
Rehnquist, writing for the
court, said the former Big Five
accounting firm’s obstruc:
tion-of-justice conviction wa:
improper because the instruc:
tions at trial were too vague fo
jurors to determine correctly
whether Andersen obstructec
justice.

“The jury instructions a
issue simply failed to convey
the requisite consciousness o
wrongdoing,” he wrote. “It i
striking how little culpability
the instructions required.”

Enron crashed in Decembe:
2001, putting more than 5,00(
employees out of work, just si>
weeks after the energy com
pany revealed massive write:
downs. As the Securities anc
Exchange Commission begar
looking into Enron’s convo-
luted finances, Andersen pu
in practice a policy that callec
for the destruction of what i
considered unnecessary docu:
mentation.

Sputnik

Although Chavez and Sput-

nik disagree on some points,

they work together on many

community and biker issues.
West Texas and biker art-

work and memorabilia fill

Chavez’s office, includ-
ing a statue of baby
Sputnik: a small baby

figurine with a
pink Mohawk.
Sputnik says
the statue
represents
her rela-
tionship
with bik-

ers.

By JENNIFER LOVEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President
Bush, faced with a string of set-
backs on Capitol Hill, shrugged
off questions about his political
clout and promised Tuesday to
keep pushing the Republican-
led Congress for a Social Secu-
rity overhaul.

Looking ahead, the presi-

dent also acknowledged he
was thinking about a Supreme
Courtvacancy, widely expected
this year. That was a departure
from the White House’s usual
refusal to publicly discuss how
Bush would approach filling a
job that, while not now empty,
has groups across the political
spectrum already gearing up
for battle.

He pledged to consult sena-

SuSAN WALSH / THE ASSOCIATED PRES

President Bush answers a question during a news conference in the Rose Garden of the White House

Bush focuses on reform, not setbacks

tors at “an appropriate time,”
though he didn’t say how ear-
ly in the process those talks
would come or whether he
would seek input from Demo-
crats as well as Republicans.
He suggested that a recent
compromise ending a Senate
showdown over judicial nomi-
nees wouldn’t necessarily lead

Please see BUSH, Page 6
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U.S. detainees
allege purchase

By MICHELLE FAUL
Associated Press Writer

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico —
They fed them well. The Paki-
stani tribesmen slaughtered a
sheep in honor of their guests,
Arabs and Chinese Muslims
famished from fleeing U.S.
bombing in the Afghan moun-
tains. But their hosts had ulte-
rior motives: to sell them to the
Americans, said the men who
are now prisoners at Guanta-
namo Bay.

Bounties ranged from $3,000
to $25,000, the detainees tes-
tified during military tribu-
nals, according to transcripts
the U.S. government gave The
Associated Press to comply
with a Freedom of Information
lawsuit.

A former CIA intelligence
officer who helped lead the
search for Osama bin Laden
told AP the accounts sounded
legitimate because U.S. allies
regularly got money to help
catch Taliban and al-Qaida
fighters. Gary Schroen said he
took a suitcase of $3 million in
cash into Afghanistan himself
to help supply and win over
warlords to fight for U.S. Spe-
cial Forces.

“Itwouldn’t surprise me if we
paid rewards,” said Schroen,
who retired after 32 years in the
CIA soon after the fall of Kabul
in late 2001.

He recently published the
book “First In: An Insider’s
Account of How the CIA Spear-
headed the War on Terror in
Afghanistan.”

Schroen said Afghan war-
lords like Gen. Rashid Dos-
tum were among those who
received bundles of notes.

“It may be that we were giv-
ing rewards to people like Dos-
tum because his guys were
capturing a lot of Taliban and
al-Qaida,” he said.

Pakistan has handed hun-

dreds of suspects to the Ameri-
cans, but Information Minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told
the AP, “No one has taken any
money.”

The U.S. departments of
Defense, Justice and State and
the Central Intelligence Agency
also said they were unaware of
bounty payments being made
for random prisoners.

The U.S. Rewards for Justice
program pays only for informa-
tion that leads to the capture
of suspected terrorists identi-
fied by name, said Steve Pike, a
State Department spokesman.
Some $57 million has been paid
under the program, according
to its Web site.

It offers rewards up to $25
million for information lead-
ing to the capture of al-Qaida
leader Osama bin Laden and
Jordanian militant Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi.

But a wide variety of detain-
ees at the U.S. lockup at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, alleged they
were sold into capture. Their
names and other identifying
information were blacked out
in the transcripts from the
tribunals, which were held to
determine whether prisoners
were correctly classified as
enemy combatants.

There have been reports of
Arabs being sold to the Ameri-
cans after the U.S.-led offensive
in Afghanistan, but the testi-
monies offer the most detail
from prisoners themselves.

In March 2002, the AP report-
ed that Afghan intelligence
offered rewards for the capture
of al-Qaida fighters — the day
after a five-hour meeting with
U.S. Special Forces.

Intelligence officers refused
to say if the two events were
linked and if the United States
was paying the offered reward
of 150 million Afghanis, then
equivalent to $4,000 a head.

Bush: President
takes on SS reform

him to lean to a more centrist
pick for the high court.

“I'told the American people I
would find people of a certain
temperament that would serve
on the bench, and I intend to do
that,” Bush said in his seventh
news conference in the seven
months since his election to a
second term.

Answering questions for 51
minutes in the sun-splashed
Rose Garden, Bush said his
policies in Iraq, Iran and
North Korea were working.
He denounced as “absurd” a
report by the human rights
group Amnesty International
that compared the U.S. treat-
ment of terrorism suspects at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to a
Soviet-era gulag.

Saying that Russian oil
tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky
seemed to have been “adjudged
guilty prior to having a fair tri-
al,” Bush promised to watch
how the government of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
handled the expected appeal
in a case regarded as politically
motivated.

The president held firm to his
domestic policy agenda even
though Congress — includ-
ing some Republicans — has
balked at much of it. Bush is
facing fights over his plan to
partially privatize Social Secu-
rity, his nomination of John
Bolton as U.N. ambassador, a
free-trade pact with Central
America, an immigration guest
worker program and his oppo-
sition to legislation to expand
embryonic stem-cell research.

Bush professed no worries
that he’s depleted most of the
political capital he said in
November that he earned with
his re-election victory. Eager
dispel any notion that he is a
lame-duck president with little
leverage, Bush used the word
“push” three times and “lead”
four and showed no intention
of giving up in any area.

“I've been around here long
enough now to tell you, and
tell the people listening, things
just don’t happen overnight. It
takes a while,” the president
said. “And one thing is for cer-
tain, it takes a president will-
ing to push people to do hard
things.”

He indirectly criticized GOP
Senate leaders for the delay in
Bolton’s confirmation vote,
which Democrats united to
force.

“l was disappointed that

once again the leadership there
in the Senate didn’t give him an
up-or-down vote,” Bush said.

On Social Security, Bush
derided those who oppose his
call for action as taking an
“easy path.” He predicted suc-
cess for his drive to create pri-
vate accounts within the gov-
ernment retirement program.

“It’s like water cutting
through arock. It’s just a matter
of time,” he said. “In the mean-
time, the people are watch-
ing Washington, and nothing’s
happening, except you got a
president who’s willing to talk
about the issue.”

Senate Minority Leader
Harry Reid retorted that Bush
should “stop caving to the
demands of the far right” if
he is serious about bipartisan
accomplishment on any issue.

“Democrats stand in the
commonsense center, ready to
take up this work,” the Nevada
Democrat said.

Turning to global matters,
Bush repeatedly defended his
approach to sticky problems:

—Bush denied any increase
of strength in the Iraqi insur-
gency, whose deadly attacks
have been on the rise since
a new government was
announced April 28. He said
the Iraqi government would be
“plenty capable of dealing with
them” with the help of Ameri-
can training. “I'm pleased with
the progress,” Bush said.

—He insisted that Europe-
led talks with Iran “are making
some progress” and defended
his decision to allow Iran to
apply for membership in the
World Trade Organization as
a key, but measured, step to
advance those discussions.

—Bush also defended his
approach to North Korea,
denying critics who say it has
allowed the government there
to expand its nuclear program.
The president said trying to
persuade Pyongyang to aban-
don the program through six-
nation talks was still the most
likely route to success.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do
with the North Korean because
he tends to ignore what the
other five nations are saying at
times. But that doesn’t mean
we’re going to stop,” Bush said.
“For those who say that we
ought to be using our military
to solve the problem, I would
say that while all options are on
the table, we've got a ways to go
to solve this diplomatically.”

Felt: Deep Throat

mystery 1S nOw over

stein and Hal Holbrook as Deep
Throat was made in 1976.

In the film, Holbrook’s shad-
owy;, cigarette-smoking charac-
ter would meet Redford in dark
parking garages and provide
clues about the scandal.

The movie portrayed the
cloak-and-dagger methods that
Woodward and Deep Throat
were said to have employed.
When Woodward wanted a
meeting, he would position an
empty flowerpot containing a
red flag on his apartment bal-
cony.

When Deep Throat wanted
to meet, the hands of a clock
would appear written inside
Woodward’s New York Times.

The identity of the source
has sparked endless specula-
tion over the last three decades.
Nixon chief of staff Alexander
Haig, White House press aide
Diane Sawyer, White House
counsel John Dean and speech
writer Pat Buchanan were
among those mentioned as
possibilities.

Felt himself was mentioned
several times over the years as
a candidate for Deep Throat,
but he regularly denied that he
was the source.

Felt had expressed reserva-
tions in the past about revealing
his identity, and about whether
his actions were appropriate
for an FBI man, his grandson
said.

According to the article, Felt
once told his son, Mark Jr., that
he did not believe being Deep
Throat “was anything to be
proud of. ... You (should) not
leak information to anyone.”

His family members thought
otherwise, and persuaded him
to talk about his role in the
Watergate scandal, saying he
deserves to receive accolades
before his death.

His daughter, Joan, argued

that he could “make enough
money to pay some bills, like
the debt I've run up for the chil-
dren’s education.”

“As he recently told my moth-
er, "I guess people used to think
Deep Throat was a criminal,
but now they think he’s a hero’,”
Jones said.

Woodward, who had visited
with Felt as recently as 1999,
refused to confirm or deny,
even to the man’s family, that
Felt was his source, and won-
dered whether Felt was mental-
ly competent to decide wheth-
er to go public after all these
years, the magazine reported.

Woodward and Bernstein
were the first reporters to link
the Nixon White House and the
June 1972 break-in at the Dem-
ocratic National Headquarters
in Washington’s Watergate
complex.

Nixon, facing almost-certain
impeachment for helping to
cover up the break-in, resigned
in August 1974.

Forty government officials
and members of Nixon’s re-
election committee were con-
victed on felony charges.

In 2003, Woodward and Ber-
nstein reached an agreement
to keep their Watergate papers
at the University of Texas at
Austin.

At the time, the pair said
documents naming Deep
Throat would be kept secure
at an undisclosed location in
Washington until the source’s
death.

Felt was convicted in the
1970s for authorizing illegal
break-ins at homes of people
associated with the radical
Weather Underground. He was
pardoned by President Reagan
in 1981.
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Left: W. Mark Felt, former FBlassociate director waves at the door of U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton in 1978, prior to being arrained on a charge of one count of conspiring to violate citizen rights.

Above: Carl Bernstein, left, and Bob Woodward verified that Felt, a former FBI agent, is the famous
source known as “Deep Throat.”

Many suspected over the years

There was much fingerpointing and speculation over the years as
to who the shadowy secret source was that helped Washington
Post reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein uncover the
Watergate scandal that led to President Nixon’s resignation.

Most individuals listed as Deep Throat
were connected to the Nixon White
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Counsels Ron Ziegler,
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Leonard Garment

Former associate FBI director, W. Mark
Felt, left, confirmed as Deep Throat

Watergate scandal still vivid

ByPETE YOST

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The scan-
dal began with a botched bur-
glary that initially attracted
little attention but ended two
years later with the first and
only resignation of a presi-
dent.

ISix days after the break-in at
the Watergate complex by the
Potomac River, Nixon agreed to
aplan to derail the FBI's inves-
tigation of the burglary at the
Democratic National Commit-
tee’s offices by claiming the
probe would interfere with a
CIA operation.

That conversation, when it
finally emerged after a legal
battle for the tapes that went all
the way to the Supreme Court
forced him from office.

The tale began with G. Gor-
don Liddy, a former FBI man
who was finance counsel at the
president’s re-election com-
mittee.

Liddy got $250,000 to imple-
ment a plan that included
late-night forays to install tele-
phone bugs at the DNC office
and scouring the party’s files

for useful information.

From the start, a couple of
young unknown reporters from
The Washington Post, Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein,
pursued what they sensed was
ascandal that went all the way
to the White House.

Though they kept the story
in the public eye, Nixon won
re-election in a landslide.

The Senate and the U.S.
attorney’s office pursued Nix-
on’s aides, and with the pres-
sure on, the president told two
of them they would have to
resign.

Nixon insisted he knew noth-
ing of any cover-up and that he
never encouraged his subor-
dinates to employ improper
campaign tactics.

“That was and is the simple
truth,” Nixon told the nation.

The cover-up collapsed
when Nixon’s schedule keeper,
Alexander Butterfield, told the
Senate of a taping system that
recorded every conversation
Nixon had in the Oval Office,
the Cabinet Room, the Lin-
coln Bedroom sitting room and
the Camp David presidential
cabin.

Perry: Lawmakers face long summer

I'should say, they should make
plans for a long and uncom-
fortable summer when they
go home, when they meet with
those constituents and they
explain that they didn’t act on
education reform, property tax
relief.”

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, a
Republican who presides over
the Senate, said work needs to
continue and that House and
Senate negotiators should meet
again in the next week or two
once they are more rested.

“We're real close, and we can
do it,” Dewhurst said.

Republican House Speaker
Tom Craddick also said law-
makers should keep trying.
They were close to a deal on

the education side of the pack-
age, but on the finance side
“we’re not even in the same
hemisphere,” he said.

Perry suffered a few other
setbacks this session.

He won only a watered-down
version of the local tax revenue
caps he proposed.

A private school voucher
program — something Perry
has long favored — died in the
House after moderate Republi-
cans sought to sabotage it.

Perry enjoyed some success-
es. Legislators allocated money
for his Texas Enterprise Fund,
used to seal deals with com-
panies bringing jobs to Texas,
and his proposed Emerging
Technology Fund, intended to

nurture research and job cre-
ation in high-tech industries.

The Legislature gave him
$280 million for both funds
combined, and he’ll likely get
another $100 million expected
to be available from the state’s
rainy day account.

It was short of what Perry
asked for, but he said he was
pleased. Democrats, however,
have criticized the allocations.
House Democratic leader Rep.
Jim Dunnam of Waco called
it the “governor’s slush fund”
during House budget debate.

On the state budget, Perry
and his veto pen will have the
last word.

Lawmakers approved a $139
billion spending plan for the

coming two years. Some con-
servative groups have labeled
that too high, though Republi-
cans in the House and Senate
presided over the budget-writ-
ing process.

Dewhurst and Craddick
defended the budget Tuesday
as justified, saying it covers
growth in mandated Medicaid
costs and school enrollment
growth, which the state has no
control over.

Perry declined to say if he’ll
slash parts of the budget using
his line-item veto power.

“It’s 800 pages, and we're just
starting to get into it,” he said.
He expects to soon dig into
it with “the appropriate fine-
tooth comb and sharp pencil.”
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Bills promise change for

By JIM VERTUNO

The Associated Press

Strip clubs, steroids, dogs,
guns and God.

The 140-day legislative ses-
sion is over and that means
changes for the Average Joe in
Texas: more religion at school,
more drug testing of high school
students and a $5 pop in the
wallet to get into a strip club.

And that’s just the start of it.

For the

winner:
a New

Kidney

Terminally ill
woman offers up
organ on TV show

BYARTHUR MAX

The Associated Press

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands
— A 37-year-old woman suf-
fering from an inoperable
brain tumor wants to donate
a kidney before she dies and
will choose the recipient from
among three contestants on
Dutch national television, a TV
network said Tuesday, claiming
it wants to highlight a crisis in
organ donations.

Asked to intervene, the gov-
ernment declined, saying it
would be censorship to stop
the broadcast, regardless of
how distasteful — and even
unethical — it might be. And
it’s unclear whether the con-
testants are a medical match
with the terminally ill woman,
and whether the winner would
be capable of receiving her kid-
ney.
The publicly financed tele-
vision network, BNN, said it
intends to go ahead with the
program on Friday, drawing
attention to the hundreds of
people who die each year from
lack of a kidney transplant.

The scheduled broadcast of
“The Big Donor Show” reached
the floor of parliament after
a member of the governing
Christian Democrats, Joop
Atsma, questioned whether a
public contest for a lifesaving
organ would cross the bound-
ary of merely objectionable to
actually illegal.

“The information I have
right now tells me that the pro-
gram is unfitting and unethi-
cal, especially due to the com-
petitive element, but it’s up to
program makers to make their
choices,” responded Education
Minister Ronald Plasterk.

Government interference, he
said, would amount to censor-
ship.

BNN defended the program.
“Some people will think it’s
tasteless, but we think the real-
ity is even more shocking and
tasteless: Waiting for an organ
is just like playing the lottery,”
said network chairman Lau-

Please see KIDNEY, Page 2

Lawmakers meet every two
years to make Texas a better
and brighter place to live. That,
of course, depends greatly on
where you live, what you do and
what you think of the changes.

Teachers will get a modest
pay raise (up to $450). Gov. Rick
Perry gets a big one ($35,000).

Boisterous bachelor parties
take note: the “sin tax” on strip
club entry fees will go to a sexu-
al assault prevention fund.

Mom Kills kids, sel

Texas” wild west reputation
got a boost with the “Castle
Doctrine” that allows more legal
rights to shoot to kill if someone
breaks into your home, car or
business. The measure was the
first bill Perry signed into law.

And public records that show
who carries a concealed weap-
on license now are closed.

Dogs got the better of it as
the state will now help evacu-
ate, transport and shelter pets

during a disaster, such as a
hurricane. Dog owners, how-
ever, could face up to 20 years
in prison if their animal attacks
and kills someone.

To keep them healthy, more
children in low-income families
will get health insurance.

High school athletes face
mandatory random steroid test-
ing starting in the fall. A failed
test could send Joe Quarterback
to the sideline.

Houston company
honors wounded and

fallen soldiers, page 6.

Average Joe

But it’s not just football play-
ers. Athletes in any sport could
be asked to urinate in a cup as
the state checks to see if they
are cheating.

Even young nonathletes can
expect to break a sweat. Middle
school students now face 30-
minutes of physical education
per day.

One thing that won't change
for school girls is the shots they
need. Lawmakers slapped down

Perry’s plan to require they be
vaccinated against the virus
that causes cervical cancer.
Lawmakers saw fit to mix
a bit more religion in school.
Students reciting the Texas
pledge of allegiance will note
the state is not only indivis-
ible, but “under God” as well.
High schools will be able to
offer elective Bible courses,

Please see BILLS, Page 2

f BllSh:
Darfur

region
1N Crisis

By DEB RIECHMANN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush
ordered new U.S. economic sanctions
Tuesday to pressure Sudan’s govern-
ment to halt the bloodshed in Darfur
that the administration has condemned
as genocide.

“I promise this to the people of Dar-
fur. The United States will not avert our
eyes from a crisis that challenges the
conscience of the world,” the president
said.

The sanctions target government-
run companies involved in Sudan’s oil
industry, and three individuals, includ-
ing a rebel leader suspected of being
involved in the violence in Darfur.

A body is wheeled out of a mobile home where Parker
County authorities say 25-year-old Gilberta Estrada hanging in a closet, all of them dead but an 8-month-old,
hanged her four children, killing three, and herself in who was taken to a hospital, the sheriff said.

Sheriff: Deaths ‘horrendous;’ baby survives

By ANGELA K. BROWN

ToNY GUTIERREZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS
Hudson Oaks on Tuesday. A relative found the bodies

“For too long the people of Darfur
have suffered at the hands of a govern-
ment that is complicit in the bombing,
murder and rape of innocent civilians,”
the president said. “My administration
has called these actions by their rightful
name: genocide.

“The world has a responsibility to put
an end to it,” Bush said.

The conflict erupted in February
2003 when members of Darfur’s ethnic

The Associated Press

HUDSON OAKS — Worried when
her sister’s boss called to say she
hadn’t shown up for work Tuesday,
the woman ran across the street
of her mobile home park, forced
her way inside a trailer and made a

gruesome discovery.

She pulled back a sheet serving as
a makeshift door to the large bed-
room closet and saw her 25-year-old
sister, Gilberta Estrada, and her four
nieces — ages 5, 3, 2 and 8 months
— hanging from fabric nooses tied
around a clothes rod, said Parker
County Sheriff Larry Fowler.

The sister, who has not been
identified, heard sounds from the
8-month-old — who was hanging
by her tiny neck from the arm of a
sweater — and quickly pulled the

African tribes rebelled against what
they considered decades of neglect and
discrimination by the Arab-dominat-
ed Khartoum government. Sudanese
leaders are accused of retaliating by
unleashing the janjaweed militia to
put down the rebels using a campaign
of murder, rape, mutilation and plun-
der — a charge they deny. The fighting
in Darfur has displaced 2.5 million
people.

Bush had been prepared to impose
the sanctions last month, but held off
to give U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon more time to find a diplomatic
end to the four-year crisis in Darfur
where more than 200,000 people have
been killed.

Ban said at the United Nations on
Tuesday that he still needed more time
to promote political negotiations and

baby out of the noose, then called

for help, Fowler said. There were
no stools or chairs under the bod-
ies, Fowler said. After hanging her
daughters, Estrada apparently tied
the noose around her neck, leaned
into it and buckled her knees to kill

herself, he said.

“It’s horrendous; that’s all I can

don’t want to see.”

say,” he said. “It’s just something you

Authorities said they believed it
was a murder-suicide. The doors of
the dilapidated trailer were locked
from the inside and a relative said
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Filly Echeverria, the children’s godmother, holds an undated family photo.

the woman had been depressed.

But Fowler also said Estrada had

Sheehan ‘resigns, leaves Crawford camp

By ANGELA K. BROWN

The Associated Press

FORT WORTH — Cindy
Sheehan, the soldier’s mother
who galvanized an anti-war
movement with her month long
protest outside President Bush’s
ranch, said Tuesday she’s done
being the public face of the
movement.

“I've been wondering why
I'm killing myself and wonder-
ing why the Democrats caved
in to George Bush,” Sheehan
told The Associated Press while
driving from her property in
Crawford to the airport, where
she planned to return to her
native California.

“I'm going home for a while to
try and be normal,” she said.

In what she described as a
“resignation letter,” Sheehan
wrote in her online diary on
the Daily Kos blog: “Good-
bye America ... you are not the
country thatIlove and I finally
realized no matter how much
I sacrifice, I can’t make you be
that country unless you want
it.

“It’s up to you now.”

Sheehan began a grassroots
peace movement in August
2005 when she camped outside
Bush’s Crawford ranch for 26
days, demanding to talk with
the president about her son’s
death. Army Spc. Casey Shee-

han was 24 when he was killed
in an ambush in Baghdad in
2004.

Cindy Sheehan’s protest
started small but swelled to
thousands and quickly drew
national attention. Over the
next two years, she drew crowds
as she spoke at protest events.
Sheehan also drew criticism for
some actions, such as meeting
with Hugo Chavez, Venezuela’s
leftist president.

“Thave endured a lot of smear
and hatred since Casey was
killed and especially since I
became the so-called ‘Face’ of
the American anti-war move-
ment,” Sheehan wrote in the
diary.

Kristinn Taylor, spokesman
for FreeRepublic.com, which
has held pro-troop rallies and
counter-protests of anti-war
demonstrations, said dwindling
crowds at Sheehan’s Crawford
protests since her initial vigil
may have led to her decision.
But he also said he hopes she
will now be able to heal.

“Her politics have hurt a lot
of people, including the troops
and their families, but most of
us who support the war on ter-
ror understand she is hurt very
deeply,” Taylor said Tuesday.
“Those she got involved with in

Please see PROTEST, Page 2

won a temporary restraining order
in August against Gregorio Rodri-
guez, believed to be the father of the
infant and some of the other chil-
dren, after an attack on Estrada.
Fowler said Estrada and Rodri-

Please see DEATHS, Page 2

persuade the Sudanese government
to accept more peacekeepers. Asked
whether the U.S. sanctions would com-
plicate his job of getting Sudan to agree
to a larger U.N.-African Union peace-
keeping force, Ban said: “We will have
to see.”

Sudan’s government criticized Bush’s
action. “We believe this decision is
unfair and untimely,” Sudan’s Foreign

Please see DARFUR, Page 2

WILD WEATHER

Sam CRAFT, THE PARIS NEWS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rain and slick streets made driving hazardous in Paris, Texas,
above, and Austin on Tuesday.




KIDNEY: Show spotlights
problems in organ donation

— Continued from Page 1

rens Drillich.

“The Big Donor Show” is pro-
duced by Endemol NV, which
created the “Big Brother” con-
cept in 1999 and marketed it
around the world, setting off
the rage of reality TV.

The network identified the
donor only as “Lisa” and gave
no other information about
her. During the show, she will
hear interviews with the three
candidates, their families and
friends before choosing who
will get her kidney.

Viewers will be able to vote
for a candidate via SMS text
message, but the final determi-
nation will be Lisa’s, BNN said.

Though she intends to donate
the kidney while still alive, she
would be free to donate other
organs after her death under
the normal organ allotment
system, said BNN spokeswom-
an Marieke Saly.

But there’s no guarantee
that Lisa’s choice will actually
receive the organ.

Plasterk said that as with any
transplant, the tissues of the
donor and the recipient must
be compatible. “The doctors in
this program can’t make any
concessions on that front,” he

said during a lively parliament
debate.

“So it’s very possible that
in practical terms, we're not
talking about anything here,
because it’s possible this trans-
plant can’t take place,” he said.

Paul Beerkens, director of
Kidney Association, welcomed
the sudden attention to the
problem of organ donations,
but called on BNN to cancel
the show now that it has gained
publicity.

“There are about 1,500 people
waiting on the list for more than
four years, so something has
to be done,” Beerkens toldThe
Associated Press Television
News. “But let’s be clear: This is
not the way.”

Dutch TV producers have
tested the limits of public good
taste before.

Two years ago, a private sta-
tion showing a “Big Brother”
series followed the pregnancy
of one of the contestants, then
aired the birth. The mother
hoped to win the $540,000 top
prize, but she quit before the
end of the show. BNN showed
footage of their reporter snort-
ing cocaine and then being
interviewed about the experi-
ence in a talk show.

DARFUR: Bush orders U.S. sanctions

— Continued from Page 1

Ministry spokesman Ali Sadiq
told The Associated Press. He
urged the rest of the world to
ignore the U.S. move.

Beyond the new U.S. sanc-
tions, Bush directed Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice to
draft a proposed U.N. resolu-
tion to strengthen international
pressure on the Sudanese gov-
ernment of President Omar al-
Bashir.

Save Darfur Coalition Direc-
tor David Rubenstein welcomed
the sanctions, but said they
might be too little, too late.

“President Bush must not
give further months to deter-
mine whether these outlines
measures work. The Darfuri
people don’t have that much
time,” he said. “The president
must set a short and firm dead-
line for fundamental changes
in Sudanese behavior, and
prepare now to implement
immediately further measures
should Khartoum continue to
stonewall.”

Bush said he delayed impos-
ing sanctions last month to
allow more time for diplomacy;,
but that al-Bashir has contin-
ued to make empty promises
of cooperation while obstruct-

DEATHS: Child killings
allude to previous tragedies

— Continued from Page 1

guez had stopped living togeth-
er in February. Emergency
police calls had not been made
to Estrada’s trailer before Tues-
day, and Fowler said there was
no evidence that Rodriguez
abused the girls.

Attempts to reach Rodriguez, 38,
were not immediately successful.

Child Protective Services will
decide who takes custody of the
baby, Fowler said.

The infant was listed in good con-
dition at Cook Children’s Medical
Center in Fort Worth, about 25 miles
east of the trailer park, Fowler said.

The woman and her girls were last
seen alive outside the trailer Monday
evening, Fowler said. He said more
information, such as how long they
had been dead and whether Estrada
drugged or suffocated them before
hanging them, could be revealed
after the autopsies were performed
Wednesday.

Outside the white trailer with
brown trim were cactus plants and
rose bushes, and a bicycle, plastic
cars and other toys cluttered the
backyard.

After authorities removed the
bodies and other evidence in the rain
Tuesday, neighbors gathered on their
front porches, some crying.

Tom Fox / AssoCIATED PRess

Three unidentified women react near a mobile home in Hudson
Oaks where Gilberta Estrada hanged herself and three of her

children.

“She was a good mother, and she
seemed happy,” said Filly Echever-
ria.

Many said they were stunned by
the deaths at the run-down trailer
park, which is located just off Inter-
state 20 in this rural town of about
1,600. Paint is peeling off many of
the trailers, and items are strewn
about the yards.

“T just got a big kick out of watch-

ing the kids play over there on her
porch, and today it’s sad, very sad,”
neighbor Joyce Harris said.

The slayings came nearly five
years after another woman,
Dee Etta Perez, 39, in Hudson
Oaks killed her three children.
— Associated Press Writer Jamie
Stengle in Dallas contributed to
this report.

EGYPT

Khatoum
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Source: United Nations
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ing international efforts to end
the crisis.

“One day after I spoke, they
bombed a meeting of rebel
commanders designed to dis-
cuss a possible peace deal with
the government,” the president
said. “In the following weeks,
he used his army and govern-
ment-sponsored militias to
attack rebels and civilians in
south Darfur. He’s taken no
steps to disarm these militias
in the year since the Darfur
peace agreement was signed.
“Theresultis that the dire secu-

rity situation on the ground in
Darfur has not changed,” Bush
said.

Al-Bashir agreed in Novem-
ber to a three-phase U.N. plan
to strengthen the overstretched,
7,000-strong African Union
force in Darfur.

After five months of stalling,
the Sudanese president gave
the go-ahead in April for the
second phase — a “heavy sup-
port package” with 3,000 U.N.
troops, police and civilian per-
sonnel along with six attack
helicopters and other equip-
ment.

Over the weekend, however,
al-Bashir reiterated his oppo-
sition to the deployment of a
22,000-strong joint U.N.-AU
force, saying he would only
allow alarger African force with
technical and logistical support
from the United Nations.

The U.S. Mission to the Unit-
ed Nations plans to start dis-
cussing a resolution with allies
on Tuesday, a Security Council
diplomat said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because he
was not authorized to speak
publicly on the issue.

But any U.S.-backed sanc-
tions resolution is expected to
face a tough time especially

from China, which has strong
commercial ties with Sudan.

The new sanctions target 31
companies to be barred from
the U.S. banking system. Thirty
are controlled by the govern-
ment of Sudan; the other is
suspected of shipping arms to
Darfur, the officials said.

Nearly 10 years ago, the
United States cut off about 130
Sudanese companies from the
U.S. system over a different dis-
pute.

The United States also is tar-
geting three Sudanese officials,
to prevent them from doing
business with U.S. companies
or individuals.

The U.N. resolution that Bush
is seeking would apply new
international sanctions against
the Sudanese government in
Khartoum. It also would impose
an expanded embargo on arms
sales to Sudan, prohibit Sudan’s
government from conducting
offensive military flights over
Darfur and strengthen the U.S.
ability to monitor violations.

Inquiry shows guards at
high-risk sites get low pay

By LARRY MARGASAK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Private
security guards who are paid
little more than janitors and
restaurant cooks are guarding
many of the critical security
sites in the United States, usu-
ally with minimal or no anti-
terrorist training, an Associated
Press investigation found.

The nation’s security indus-
try found itself involuntarily
transformed after Sept. 11,
2001. But cutthroat competi-
tion by security firms trying to
win contracts with low bids has
kept wages low and high-level
training nonexistent.

Richard Bergendahl fights
the war on terrorism in Los
Angeles for $19,000 a year.
Down the block from the high
rise he guards is a skyscraper
identified by President Bush
as a target for a Sept. 11-style
airplane attack.

Bergendahl, 55, says he often
thinks: “Well, what am I doing
here? These people are paying
me minimum wage.”

Security consultant Hallcrest
Systems said its experts think
that 15 percent to 20 percent of

BILLS: Clubs, faith in schools affected

— Continued from Page 1

and students who express their
religious faith in their classwork
or on the playground won't be
punished or penalized.

Drivers ages 85 and older will
have to renew their licenses
and pass a vision test every two
years.

Family trips to state parks
should be more fun. There’s
more money to fix crumbling
facilities at the state’s 600,000-
acre parks system of rivers,
lakes and trails.

Saying “I do” got more expen-
sive. Lawmakers doubled the
price of a marriage license from
$30 to $60 but agreed to waive it
for couples who take a class on
how to be good spouses.

And Texas voters will get a say
in cancer research. The Novem-
ber ballot will ask whether to
borrow up to $3 billion to fund
projects looking for a cure.

But those same voters will
have to wait their turn when it
comes to presidential politics.
A plan to move the state’s pri-
mary up from March to Febru-
ary fizzled without a vote in the
Senate.

criminal justice.

raping children under age 14.

up to 60 days.

operator.

Sex offenders: Imposes a possible death pen-
alty for sex offenders who are twice convicted of

Toll-road moratorium: Freezes most new pri-
vately financed toll road projects for two years.

Search warrants: Allows judges to seal some
search warrant information from the public for

Tourist train: Creates the Texas State Railroad

Authority, intended to keep an East Texas tour-

ist train running between Palestine and Rusk by
allowing the venture to be leased to a private

Sudan sanctions: Requires state pension funds
to divest from companies doing business with
Sudan, where more than 200,000 people have
been killed and 2.5 million been chased from
their homes since 2003 because of civil strife.

TYC overhaul: Puts an executive commissioner
in charge of the Texas Youth Commission for
two years. Improves staff-to-inmate ratios, cre-
ates new investigative powers to check abuse
claims and prohibits courts from sending youths
to state lockups for misdemeanors.

OTHER MEASURES PASSED, AWAITING ACTION BY GOVERNOR

» Texas budget: Sets out a $153 billion two-year
spending plan for the state covering major pro-
grams such as K-12 education, public universi-
ties, health and human services, state parks and

gram.

students.

* Replacing TAKS: Replaces the state's high-
stakes high school exit exam, known as the
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, with
end-of-course tests.

Medicaid reform: Rewards Medicaid recipients
for adopting healthy lifestyles and encourages
them to seek treatment at doctor’s office instead
of a hospital emergency room.

Business tax: Revises the state’s new busi-
ness tax to fix errors and loopholes in last year's
franchise tax overhaul and give many small busi-
nesses a discount.

Children’s health insurance: Changes enroll-
ment rules for the Children’s Health Insurance
Program to allow more than 127,000 children

to be added to a low-cost state insurance pro-

Foster care reforms: Strengthens protections
for foster children and repeals much of the priva-
tization lawmakers ordered two years ago in the
foster care system.

Physical education: Establishes a 30-minute-
per-day physical education requirement, of
moderate to vigorous activity, for middle school

* Border security: Helps direct more money and
resources to Texas-Mexico border security.

SOURCE: Associated Press

the country’s private security
officers protect sites designated
by the government as “criti-
cal infrastructure.” Major cit-
ies have a ratio of three or four
security officers to each police
officer, the study said.

The industry is governed by a
maze of conflicting state rules.
States vary widely in require-
ments for training and back-
ground checks. Tens of thou-
sands of guard applicants were
found to have criminal back-
grounds.

Rep. Robert Andrews, D-
N.J., said he’s confident that
lawmakers will support a bill
he sponsored to upgrade the
industry by requiring criminal
background checks for all U.S.
security guards.

“How much is it worth not
to have one criminal guard-
ing a nuclear power plant?” he
asked.

Andrews said the checks will
raise pay, because they will
weed out many guards whose
criminal histories lead them to
accept the lowest salaries.

“This is one area where doing
things on the cheap is a really
bad idea,” Andrews said.

“A security officer is ... not

trained to be a G.I. Joe,” said
Paul Maniscalco, a senior
research scientist at George
Washington University.

More than five years after the
attacks, Maniscalco is helping
to change the security guard
culture. He recently devel-
oped an anti-terrorism com-
puter course for shopping mall
guards, who are being taught
they now have more concerns
than rowdy teenagers.

The median pay for security
officers in 2006 was $23,620,
according to a new Labor
Department survey. The low
pay reflects cutthroat compe-
tition among security firms,
who submit the lowest possible
bids to win contracts. Lowball
contracts also mean lower
profit margins and less money
for training and background
checks for guards.

Congressional investigators
reported last year that 89 pri-
vate guards working at two mil-
itary bases had histories that
included assault,

In an annual survey of
employers, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported that the
median hourly pay for security
guards in 2006 was $11.35.

PROTEST: Mother heads

home to be with children

— Continued from Page 1

the anti-war movement realize
it was to their benefit to keep
her in that stage of anger.”

When Sheehan first took on
Bush, she was a darling of the
liberal left. “However, when I
started to hold the Democratic
Party to the same standards
that I held the Republican Par-
ty, support for my cause started
to erode and the ‘left’ started
labeling me with the same slurs
that the right used,” she wrote
in the diary.

Sheehan said she sacrificed a
29-year marriage and endured
threats to put all her energy
into stopping the war. What she
found, she wrote, was a move-
ment “that often puts personal
egos above peace and human
life.”

She said the most devastat-
ing conclusion she had reached
“was that Casey did indeed die
for nothing ... killed by his own
country, which is beholden to
and run by a war machine that
even controls what we think.”

Sheehan told The Associated
Press that she had been consid-

ering leaving the peace move-
ment since last summer while
recovering from surgery.

She decided on Monday to
step down and spend more
time with her three other chil-
dren. She said she was return-
ing to California on Tuesday
because it was Casey’s birthday.
He would have been 28.

“We've accomplished as much
here as we're going to,” Sheehan
said, saying she was leaving
to change course. “When we
come back, it definitely won't
be with the peace movement
with marches, with rallies and
with protests. It will be more
humanitarian efforts.”

Last year, with $52,500 in
insurance money she received
after her son’s death, Sheehan
bought 5 acres near downtown
Crawford as a permanent site
for protests.

“Camp Casey has served its
purpose,” she wrote in the dia-
ry. “It’s for sale. Anyone want
to buy five beautiful acres in
Crawford, Texas?”
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Violence marks
deadliest month
of year for U.S.

By RAVINESSMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Ten
American soldiers died in road-
side bombings and a helicopter
crash on Monday, the military
reported Tuesday, making May
the deadliest month of the year
for U.S. troops in Iraq.

Five Britons were kidnapped
Tuesday from an Iraqi govern-
ment office in Baghdad, driven
away in a 19-vehicle convoy
filled with men in police uni-
forms who headed toward a
Shiite stronghold in the capital,
the British government and an
Iraqi official said.

The American deaths raised
the number of U.S. forces
killed this month to at least
112, according to an Associated
Press count assembled from
U.S. military statements.

Eight of the soldiers were
from Task Force Lightning —
six killed when explosions hit
near their vehicles and two in
ahelicopter crash. The military
did not say whether the heli-
copter was shot down or had
mechanical problems.

The military said two Mul-
tinational Division-Baghdad
Soldiers were killed the same
day when their patrol was hit
by a roadside bomb in south-
ern Baghdad.

The deaths were announced
in three statements issued by
the U.S. military public affairs
office at Camp Victory at Bagh-

Bloody day in Baghdad

Iragi women shout and cry outside of a hospital in Sadr City, a
district of Baghdad, Irag, on Tuesday. Tuesday was a violent day in
Baghdad. A minibus exploded, killing 23 and wounding 68. An hour

dad Airport.

Maj. Gen. Abdul-Karim
Khalaf, the Interior Ministry
spokesman, said the abduction
at the Iraqi Finance Ministry
office was carried out by men
wearing police uniforms who
showed up in 19 vehicles of the
type used by police. He said
the band of kidnappers drove
off toward Sadr City, the Shi-
ite Mahdi Army stronghold in

northeastern Baghdad.

In McLean, Va., Steve Lunc-
eford, a spokesman for the
BearingPoint management
consulting firm, said one of
the kidnap victims worked
for the company. The other
four were employees with the
Montreal-based security firm
GardaWorld, according to Joe
Gavaghan, a spokesman for the
company.

CHANNI ANAND / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A laborer cycles past a brick kiln Tuesday near Jammu, India. India has said it will reject proposals to
limit greenhouse gas emissions at the G-8 meeting next week.

U.S. rejects sweeping emissions goal

By DAVID RISING
The Associated Press

BERLIN — The United States
does not accept the Europe-
an Union’s all-encompassing
target on reduction of carbon
emissions, President Bush’s
environmental adviser said
Tuesday.

James Connaughton, chair-
man of the White House Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality,
said the U.S. is not against set-
ting goals but prefers to focus
them on specific sectors, such
as producing cleaner coal and
reducing dependence on gaso-
line.

“The U.S. has different sets of
targets,” Connaughton said.

Germany, which holds the
European Union and Group of
Eight presidencies, is proposing
aso-called “two-degree” target,
whereby global temperatures
would be allowed to increase no
more than 2 degrees Celsius, or
3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, before
being brought back down.

Connaughton, on a one-
week bipartisan trip to Europe
with members of the House of
Representatives, said the U.S.
favors “setting targets in the
context of national circum-
stances.”

In Hamburg, Asian coun-
tries, including rising global
powerhouses China and India,
reluctantly agreed Tuesday to
back European calls for a new

Guatemalans blame

By JUAN CARLOS LLORCA

The Associated Press

SALCAJA, Guatemala —
Working and going to school
have become optional in this
highland Guatemalan town,
thanks to a flood of U.S. dollars
sent home by migrants living
in the United States.

The family-run mills that
produce brightly colored,
hand-woven traditional fab-
rics have fallen quiet as their
potential work force — mostly
young men — hang out at the
town’s pool halls or video game
salons, living off remittances
and waiting to make their own
journeys north.

“Kids have easy money,
and the only thing they know
how to do is spend it on video
games,” complained Salcaja

Mayor Miguel Ovalle. “In this
town, school attendance has
fallen, in part because many
goto the U.S., and also because
those who stay don’t want to go
to school.”

Some 48,000 Guatemalans
leftin 2005-06, almost all to the
U.S., according to the Geneva-
based International Immigra-
tion Organization, which also
found that more than 1 million
Guatemalans between the ages
of 10 and 20 were getting U.S.
remittances last year.

Last year, Guatemalans in
the United States sent home
more than $3.6 billion, of
which $300 million went to
some 300,000 people in Quet-
zaltenango. That’s a substan-
tial cash flow in a $35 billion
economy with an industrial
output of just $6.7 billion last

climate-change treaty by 2009
to limit greenhouse gases after
the Kyoto Protocol expires.

But deep differences
remained at the end of the
meeting of foreign ministers
from the European Union and
Asia over whether developing
countries would themselves
agree to cut emissions.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Yang Jiechi, speaking on behalf
of all 16 Asian nations at the
Hamburg talks, said the EU
should not expect developing
countries to make the same
kind of binding cuts as those
taken by richer nations.

“Let the G-8 process run its
course,” Connaughton said.
“Give the leaders a chance.”

KARIM KADIM / ASSOCIATED PRESS

later, a truck exploded outside of a mosque, killing 17. Ten American
troops were killed Monday. May is now the deadliest month for U.S.
forces this year, with at least 112 dead.

Also in Baghdad, a parked
minibus packed with explo-
sives blew up in Tayaran
Square, riddling cars with
shrapnel and sending smoke
into the sky, witnesses said.
The blast killed 23 and injured
68 others, a police official in
the district said on condition
he not be named. The attacks
came a day after U.S. and Ira-
nian officials met in Baghdad

under the auspices of Iraqi
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
to try to end the violence here.

Anti-American Shiite cleric
Mugqtada al-Sadr on Tuesday
criticized the talks as interfer-
ence in Iraq’s internal affairs

“I call on the brave people
to reject these negotiations,”
he said in a statement released
by his office in the holy city of
Najaf.

U.N. agency wants

smoking curtailed

World Health Organization says
legal action can help protect public

By BRADLEY S. KLAPPER

The Associated Press

GENEVA — The U.N. health
agency on Tuesday issued its
strongest policy recommenda-
tions yet for controlling tobacco
use, urging all countries to ban
smoking at indoor workplaces
and in public buildings.

“There is no safe level of
exposure to secondhand tobac-
co smoke,” said Dr. Margaret
Chan, director-general of the
World Health Organization.

Tobacco use is the world’s
leading cause of preventable
death, accounting for 10 per-
cent of adult fatalities, accord-
ing to WHO. It is responsible for
5.4 million deaths each year,
the agency says.

Increasing numbers of non-
smokers will also die unless
governments take action, WHO
said in its 50-page report. It
said governments should
declare all public indoor places
smoke-free, by passing laws
and actively enforcing mea-
sures to ensure that “everyone
has a right to breathe clean air,
free from tobacco smoke.”

At least 200,000 workers die
each year because of exposure
to smoke at their offices and
factories, according to the U.N.
labor agency. The U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
estimates that about 3,000
deaths from lung cancer each
year occur among nonsmoking
Americans.

“THIS IS NOT
ABOUT SHAMING
THE SMOKER ...
THIS IS ABOUT
SOCIETY TAKING
DECISIONS ABOUT
WHERE TO SMOKE
AND WHERE NOT
TO SMOKE.

—ARMANDO PERUGA

“This is not about shaming
the smoker. This is not even
about banning smoking,” said
Dr. Armando Peruga, who
heads WHO’s anti-tobacco
campaign. “This is about soci-
ety taking decisions about
where to smoke and where not
to smoke.”

He cited Ireland and Uru-
guay as governments that have
successfully tackled smoking
by creating and enforcing
smoke-free environments. This
kind of legislation has proved
popular among both smokers
and nonsmokers, according
to WHO, whose policy recom-
mendations set broad goals for
its 193 member states but are
notlegally binding.

Almost half the world’s chil-
dren — some 700 million —
are exposed to air polluted by
tobacco smoke, particularly at
home, WHO says.

‘easy money’ for kids’ lifestyles

year as measured by gross
domestic product.

Similar challenges are evi-
dent in other parts of Latin
America, where remittances
have made low-wage labor
increasingly undesirable. In
some places, local employ-
ers are being forced to raise
salaries. In others, traditional
industries are simply being
abandoned.

“In many communities in
Mexico and Central America,
remittances have prompted a
healthy competition among
employers who offer better
salaries because of the scarce
work force, but dependence on
remittances has also slowed
local economic growth,” said
Eliseo Diaz, a researcher with
the Tijuana, Mexico-based
Colegio de la Frontera Norte.

ALEXANDRE MENEGHINI/ ASSOCIATED PRESS

Many Guatemalan teenagers have dropped out of school and
aren't looking for employment. Living on money sent by relatives
living in the United States, they spend their days hanging out and

playing video games.

INTERNATIONAL

Bush to name

World Bank
president

WASHINGTON - President
Bush has chosen Robert
Zoellick, a one-time U.S. trade
representative and former No. 2
official at the State Department,
to lead the
World Bank, a
senior admin-
istration official
said Tuesday.

Bush will
announce the
decision today.

Zoellick
would succeed
Paul Wolfowitz,
who is step-
ping down June 30 after a panel
found that he broke bank rules
when he arranged a compensa-
tion package in 2005 for his
girlfriend, Shaha Riza, a bank
employee.

Zoellick

Acropolis statues
to move to museum

ATHENS, Greece — Three
hundred marble statues will soon
be moved off the Acropolis to
a new museum, Greek officials
said Tuesday.

The sculptures, weighing up
to 2.5 tons each, were carved in
the sixth and fifth centuries B.C.
to decorate the Parthenon and
other temples. Most are exhib-
ited in a small museum on the
Acropolis.

A new glass and concrete
museum at the foot of the hill
will open in early 2008, Culture
Minister George Voulgarakis
said. The marble works will be
moved to the new facility starting
in September.

Ethiopia’s census
will help donors

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia
— Ethiopia began counting its
population Tuesday, a daunting
task in a country where asking
personal questions is considered
socially taboo but where the gov-
ernment and international donors
sorely need more information to
plan economic and social pro-
grams.

More than 100,000 census
takers, most of them school-
teachers, fanned out across
Africa’s second-most-populous
country. The 10-day program
aims to gather information from
households: how many family
members, their ethnicity, religion
and the languages they speak.

Indonesian court
sentences 9 to die

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Nine
men, including Chinese, French
and Dutch nationals, were sen-
tenced to death Tuesday by
Indonesia’s Supreme Court for
producing millions of pills of the
illegal recreational drug Ecstasy.

The punishment was harsher
than that rendered last year by
a lower court, which ordered
the execution of two alleged
Indonesian ringleaders while
handing down lesser sentences
to others.

The Dutch and French govern-
ments reiterated their opposition
to the death penalty but did not
yet have specific comment on
the case.

Chinese ex-drug
regulator set to die

BENING - China's former
top drug regulator, Zheng
Xiaoyu, was sentenced to death
Tuesday by Beijing’s No. 1
Intermediate People’s Court in
an unusually harsh punishment
for taking bribes worth more
than $832,000 to approve sub-
standard medicines, including
an antibiotic blamed for at least
10 deaths. Seeking to address
broadening concerns over food,
the government also announced
plans for its first recall system for
unsafe products.

Russians cheer
latest missile test

MOSCOW - Russia tested
new missiles Tuesday that a
Kremlin official boasted could
penetrate any defense system.
President Vladimir Putin warned
against any U.S. plans for an
anti-missile shield in Europe.

First Deputy Prime Minister
Sergei Ivanov said Russia
tested an intercontinental bal-
listic missile capable of carrying
multiple independent warheads.
It also successfully conducted
a “preliminary” test of a tactical
cruise missile that he said could
fly farther than similar existing
weapons.
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Poll: U.S. split on right to die

By DAVID CRARY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK— More than
two-thirds of Americans
believe there are circumstanc-
es in which a patient should be
allowed to die, but are closely
divided on whether it should be
legal for a doctor to help termi-
nally ill patients end their own
lives by prescribing fatal drugs,
a new AP-Ipsos News Center
poll finds.

The results were released
Tuesday, days before Dr. Jack
Kevorkian will be freed from
a Michigan prison Friday after
serving more than eight years
for second-degree murder in
the poisoning of a man with
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Kevorkian’s defiant assist-
ed suicide campaign fueled
nationwide debate about
patients’ right to die and the
role physicians should play.

The new AP-Ipsos poll asked
whether it should be legal for
doctors to prescribe lethal
drugs to help terminally ill

patients end their own lives —a
practice currently allowed only
in Oregon. Forty-eight percent
said it should be legal; 44 per-
cent said it should be illegal.

More broadly, 68 percent said
there are circumstances when
a patient should be allowed to
die.

A majority of respondents —
55 percent — said they would
not consider ending their own
lives if ill with a terminal dis-
ease while 35 percent said they
would.

Oregon’s physician-assisted
suicide law took effect in 1997.
Through last year, 292 people
— mostly stricken with cancer
— have died under its provi-
sions, which allow terminally
ill, mentally competent adults
to use life-ending medication
prescribed by a physician.

Oregon’s law has been reaf-
firmed by state voters and sur-
vived intense legal challenges.
Similar bills have been defeat-
ed by lawmakers in Vermont,
Hawaii, Wisconsin and Wash-
ington.

The current battleground is

California, where a bill simi-
lar to Oregon’s law is moving
through the legislature. Even
ifit passes, there is uncertainty
whether Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger would sign it.

California Assemblywoman
Patty Berg, a co-author of the
bill, contended most Califor-
nians support the measure, but
it faces tough opposition from
the Roman Catholic Church,
some conservative Protestant
churches and the California
Medical Association.

The AP-Ipsos poll showed
that religious faith is a signifi-
cant factor in people’s views.

Only 34 percent of those who
attend religious services at least
once a week think it should be
legal for doctors to help ter-
minally ill patients end their
own lives. In contrast, 70 per-
cent of those who never attend
religious services thought the
practice should be legal.

Other division included those
along partisan lines, with 57
percent of Democrats saying
it should be legal for doctors to
help terminally ill patients end

POLL

. . y s .
Divided over patients’ right-to-die

Most Americans believe there are some circumstances where a patient
should be allowed to die, but they are more closely divided on a doctor's

role in death.

If you were seriously ill with a
terminal disease, would you
consider ending your own life,
or not?

No 55% Yes 35%i Other* 1C|)%

Sometimes there are circum-
stances where a patient should
be allowed to die.

I 5%

... doctors and nurses should
do everything possible to save
the life of a patient.

I 30

Do you think it should be legal
or illegal for doctors to help
terminally ill patients end their
own life by giving them a
prescription for fatal drugs?

Legal 48% lllegal 44% Other* 8|%

Do you think that Michigan Dr.
Jack Kevorkian should have
been jailed for assisting
terminally ill people end their
own life, or not?

No 53% Yes 40%i Other* 7-|

* Includes refused to answer

NOTE: Poll of 1,000 adults was conducted between May 22-24; margin of error 3.1

SOURCE: AP-IPSOS

their own lives compared to 39
percent of Republicans.

The AP-Ipsos poll involved
telephone interviews with 1,000

AP

randomly chosen adults from
May 22-24. The margin of sam-
pling error was plus or minus 3
percentage points.

New Orleans aims to build itself “up’

A giant poster shows what the proposed Trump Tower
in downtown New Orleans will look like. The $400 mil-

BiLL HABER / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
lion construction project would create the city's largest the project is still ‘going ahead’ as many other high-rise

building. Though no actual construction had begun, projects in New Orleans fall through.

Trump, high-rise developers still show sluggish progress despite government subsidies

By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Lured
by congressionally authorized
tax credits and other finan-
cial incentives after Hurricane
Katrina, a procession of devel-
opers announced plans to build
high-rises in the city.

But 20 months after the
storm, most have fallen by
the wayside. The slow pace of
the recovery gets much of the
blame. New Orleans still has
no comprehensive rebuilding
blueprint, and funding is falling
far short of planners’ expecta-
tions.

Adding to the tension for
commercial investors, con-
struction and insurance costs
have soared.

“There have been a lot of
announcements, but you don’t
see alot of cranes, do you?” said
Michael Siegel, executive vice
president of Corporate Realty
Inc., a New Orleans-based bro-
kerage.

Atleast one big plan — a $400
million proposal by Donald
Trump to construct the city’s
tallest building — is going
ahead, although the only vis-
ible sign at the planned site of
the Trump International Hotel
& Tower is the tycoon’s name

painted on a brick-wall mural.
Not to worry, said Trump’s son,
Donald Jr. The city’s slow recov-
ery, he said, hasn’t derailed
the plan to build more than
700 units of condos and hotel
rooms in the city’s central
business district. But while the
Trump proposal is making its
way through the city approval
process, most other projects
have seen more hype than hard
hats. Many have stalled or fall-
en apart.

David da Cunha, president
of the commercial investment
division for the New Orleans
Metropolitan Association of
Realtors, said many develop-

ers are waiting for government
leaders to devise a clear rebuild-
ing plan before they invest.

Doubts about the strength
of the city’s flood protection
system also weigh on develop-
ers’ minds, said city planning
administrator Arlen Brunson.
When Katrina struck on Aug. 29,
2005, levees broke and flood-
ed about 80 percent of New
Orleans. The water extended
well into the business district,
and hurricane-force winds
blew out windows in many
high-rises.

The Army Corps of Engineers
is pumping billions of dollars
into flood protection improve-

ments. But the Corps itself
acknowledges some levees are
not up to federally mandated
standards set before Katrina.

The Trumps, atleast, have not
been deterred. “This is going
to be a big statement for the
city and its recovery,” Donald
Trump Jr. said recently. “It’s not
charity, but we do thinkit’s one
of America’s great cities and we
want to be there to support it
any way we can.”

The Trump project is one of
eight new luxury condo com-
plexes, totaling more than
8,000 units, approved by the
city planning commission since
Katrina.

Supreme Court sets pay-discrimation suit deadline
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By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court limited work-
ers’ ability to sue for pay dis-
crimination Tuesday, ruling
against a Goodyear employee
who earned thousands of dol-
lars less than her male coun-
terparts but waited too long to
complain.

The 5-4 decision under-
scored a provision in a federal
civil-rights law that sets a 180-
day deadline for employees to
claim they are being paid less
because of their race, sex, reli-
gion or national origin.

Without a deadline, Justice
Samuel Alito wrote for the
court, employers would find
it difficult to defend against
claims “arising from employ-
ment decisions that are long
past.”

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
urged Congress to amend the

.,

law to correct the court’s “par-

simonious reading” of it.

Lilly Ledbetter, a longtime
supervisor at Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Co.’s plant in Gadsden,
Ala., said sex discrimination
was behind a series of deci-
sions that left her pay signifi-
cantly below that of men who
performed similar work.

After 19 years with Good-
year, Ledbetter was making
$45,000 a year, $6,500 less than
the lowest-paid male supervi-
sor. The company said poor
performance evaluations, not
discrimination, were behind
Ledbetter’s salary. She retired
in 1998, shortly after claiming
discrimination.

A jury sided with Ledbet-
ter, but an appeals court over-
turned the verdict because she
had waited too long to begin
herlawsuit. The Supreme Court
agreed that workers who wait
too long under the civil rights
law are out of luck. Alito said
that “the passage of time may
seriously diminish the ability
of the parties and the factfind-

er to reconstruct what actually
happened.”

In this case, he said, one
supervisor who Ledbetter
claimed retaliated against her
after she rejected his sexual
advances died before the trial
began. Ledbetter said she didn’t
sue earlier because employees
are less willing to rock the boat
when they are new on the job
and have no reason to believe
that there could be such pay
disparity.

Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.,
said she will write legislation
to make clear that workers like
Ledbetter could use old evi-
dence of unequal pay to dem-
onstrate they are being dis-
criminated against now. The
decision broke along ideologi-
callines

“This short deadline reflects
Congress’ strong preference
for the prompt resolution of
employment discrimination
allegations through voluntary
conciliation and cooperation,”
Alito wrote for the majority.

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Traveler with
tuberculosis
quarantined

ATLANTA — A man with a rare
and exceptionally dangerous
form of tuberculosis has been
placed in quarantine by the U.S.
government after possibly expos-
ing passengers and crew on
two trans-Atlantic flights earlier
this month, health officials said
Tuesday.

This is the first time since
1963 that the government issued
a quarantine order, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The man flew from Atlanta to
Paris on May 12. He returned
to North America on May 24.

He then drove into the United
States.

He cooperated with authorities
after learning he had an unusu-
ally dangerous form of TB. He
voluntarily went to a hospital and
is not facing prosecution, officials
said.

The man is hospitalized in
Atlanta in respiratory isolation,
according to the World Health
Organization. CDC officials rec-
ommended medical exams for
cabin crew members on those
flights, as well as passengers
sitting in the same rows or within
two rows.

Obama spells out
health care plan

IOWA CITY — Democratic
presidential hopeful Barack
Obama on Tuesday offered a
plan to provide health care to
millions of Americans and more
affordable medical insurance,
financed in part by tax increases
on the wealthy.

Bemoaning a health care
“cost crisis; Obama said it was
unacceptable that 47 million in
the country are uninsured while
others are struggling to pay their
medical bills. He said the time is
ripe for reforming the health care
system Obama'’s plan retains
the private insurance system but
injects additional money to pay
for expanding coverage. Those
who can't afford coverage would
get a subsidy on a sliding scale
depending on their income, and
virtually all businesses would
have to share in the cost of cov-
erage for their workers.

Obama didn’t mention that
his plan would cost the federal
treasury an estimated $50 billion
to $65 billion a year once fully
implemented. That information
was provided in a memo writ-
ten by three outside experts and
distributed by the campaign after
his speech.

Romney to donate
salary if elected

DOVER, N.H. — Republican
Mitt Romney said Tuesday he
would likely give his presidential
salary — and more — to charity.

During a session with Liberty
Mutual employees, Romney said
that despite his personal wealth
— his assets likely will total $190
million to $250 million — he has
committed himself to public
service, from head of the 2002
Winter Olympics to one-term
governor of Massachusetts.

“I wouldn't disqualify some-
body by virtue of their financial
wealth or their financial poverty,’
Romney said.

Later, speaking with report-
ers, Romney said he would likely
accept the presidential salary of
$400,000 annually but donate
the money. While governor,
Romney declined his $135,000
annual salary. Romney's assets
makes him the wealthiest of all
the presidential candidates.

Bush answers foes
of immigration plan

GLYNCO, Ga. — President
Bush attacked opponents of an
immigration deal Tuesday, sug-
gesting they “don’t want to do
what's right for America!

He spoke as conservative crit-
ics blast a Senate proposal as
being soft on people who break
the law. Hoping to blunt the mes-
sage, Bush emphasized that any
new options for immigrants and
foreign workers would not start
until tougher security is in place.

The presidential stop came
during a congressional recess.
Bush's aim is to build momen-
tum for the legislation, perhaps
his best chance for a signature
victory in his second term. The
Senate expects to resume
debate on it next week.

The bill would give temporary
legal status to millions of unlawful
immigrants, provided they come
forward, pay a fine and undergo
criminal background checks.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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STATE BRIEFS

Fundraising
to save home
of comedian

SAN ANTONIO — A local
organization led by former
U.S. housing secretary Henry
Cisneros has committed to raise
enough money to save the child-
hood home of comedian Carol
Burnett.

American Sunrise, a nonprofit
housing and education program,
said it will raise the $75,000
to $100,000 needed to move
the century-old house from its
location in San Antonio. The Bill
Miller Bar-B-Q restaurant chain
wants to use the site for a park-
ing lot.

Cisneros said the house will
become a part of the American
Sunrise campus in San Antonio.

Burnett, whose career includ-
ed Broadway and “The Carol
Burnett Show"” on CBS, lived in
the Victorian home until she was
7. She has often spoken of her
memories of the house, includ-
ing cold enchiladas for breakfast,
donated used girls clothes and
roller-skating on the hardwood
floors.

Tech med school
expanding to 4-year

EL PASO - The El Paso cam-
pus of the Texas Tech University
medical school will expand into
a complete four-year medical
school by 2009 now that Texas
lawmakers have approved start-
up funding, officials said.

The state budget approved
this week by the Texas
Legislature includes $48 million
for the El Paso branch of the
Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center. The budget is
now in the hands of Gov. Rick
Perry, who has supported expan-
sion of the campus.

Supporters of the medical
school have argued that El Paso
and the border region suffer
from a lack of doctors, and that
a medical school will help focus
treatment on diseases affecting
the area, such as diabetes, obe-
sity and depression.

Dr. Robert Suskind, the
school's founding dean, said
Texas Tech is preparing for
a summer meeting with the
accreditation board that must
authorize the campus to accept
four-year students.

Lawmakers first approved
expanding the El Paso campus
to a four-year medical school in
20083. The Legislature denied the
funding request in 2005.

Escaped inmate
still on the loose

HOUSTON - Authorities were
looking Tuesday for an inmate
who escaped from a downtown
Houston prison.

Andrew Dale Coley, 25, went
missing Monday night from
the South Texas Intermediate
Sanction Facility, Texas
Department of Criminal Justice
spokesman Jason Clark said.

Officials believe Coley
escaped by getting over a fence
in a recreation area and mak-
ing his way into the ventilation
system.

Coley was serving a two-
year sentence for auto theft in
Galveston County. He was incar-
cerated since January 2006.

Clark said the privately run,
low-security prison holds about
450 inmates.

16 get up to 4 years
for selling U.S. IDs

CORPUS CHRISTI — Sixteen
people convicted of selling their
birth certificates and social secu-
rity numbers for use by illegal
immigrants received punishments
ranging from probation to more
than four years in prison, pros-
ecutors said Tuesday.

All pleaded guilty in March,
with several telling a federal
judge they needed to make a few
extra dollars and received $100
or more in return for valid docu-
ments. They were sentenced
Friday.

Federal investigators found
that the documents were sold
to illegal immigrants in Dodge
City, Kan., for as much as $700
a set. The immigrants used the
identities to get jobs in area meat
packing plants.

The defendants were indicted
in January after a six-year federal
investigation. Investigators said
the ring sold thousands of docu-
ments and earned hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cancer victims have zest for life

Arkansas Angels arrange for special weekend reuniting terminally ill mom, daughter

By CINDY V. CULP
Waco Tribune-Herald

WACO — As Hatch Bailey’s family ate lunch, the
words that spilled from their lips were enough to fill
a thousand story lines.

The meal was part of a day at alocal spa that had
been arranged for Hatch’s wife, Yvonne, and his
mother-in-law, Bernice Mize.

Both have terminal cancer. Both are receiving
hospice services. Neither had expected to see each
other again, atleast in this life.

But there they were, at a table just yards from
where they had just gotten primped and pampered,
wrapped in white waffle-weave robes. As they
enjoyed a meal that started with salad, then moved
on to gourmet pizza, they talked about everything
ranging from SAT scores to white cell counts.

Hatch, a prominent Waco funeral director, didn’t
want to waste a minute of precious family time
and proceeded to ask Yvonne and Bernice a series
of questions, eliciting words of wisdom, words of
humor and, most noticeably, words of faith.

Hatch also posed some questions to his and
Yvonne’s four sons. Ages 13 to 21, they seemed
uncannily at ease as they talked about what they
have learned from their mother’s and grandmother’s
illnesses.

Rounding out the discussion were Kim Clatworthy
and Candace Millwood. They work at the Little Rock,
Ark., hospice where Bernice is now an inpatient.
They’re the reason Bernice was in Waco.

Clatworthy is the founder of a group called Arkan-
sas Hospice Angels. It provides love and support to
patients by providing them spa treatments and other
pick-me-ups.

When Bernice was nominated for the group’s ser-
vices recently, she remarked to Clatworthy that the
only thing that could make a day at the spa better
was if she could do it with her daughter.

Bernice had hoped to visit her daughter again, but,
by the end of April, the breast cancer she has battled
for a decade was bad enough to cause her to check
into a hospice. With both women so ill, they came to
terms with the idea that their phone conversations
would probably be their last communications.

But Bernice’s comments laid on Clatworthy’s
heart. After mulling over the situation, Clatworthy
started trying to line up a trip to Waco. A pilot friend
of a business contact volunteered his time and his
plane, and a church in Little Rock raised money for
jet fuel.

On Mother’s Day, Bernice called Yvonne and told
her the news. Then on the following Wednesday, she
arrived in Waco. When Yvonne got up to greet her, it
was the first time she had been out of bed in nearly a
week.

As the two women ate lunch last week, though, it
was hard to believe either is terminally ill.

There were some obvious signs. Both women are
nearly bald because of of cancer treatments.

But both mother and daughter still have a zest for
life. They attribute it to the support they have gotten
from their family and friends and, most importantly,
the relationship they have with God.

“I don’t know how anyone could ever go through
this without the Lord,“ said Bernice, who is 68.
“That’s where my strength comes from.”

Yvonne agreed, saying that when the melanoma
she was first diagnosed with in 2001 came back in

Session a bust for gov

Roy AyDeLOTTE / WACO TRIBUNE-HERALD

Bernice Mize, left, and her daughter, Yvonne Bailey, both have terminal cancer. But they have not let that prevent
them from spending quality time together. Arkansas Hospice Angels recently helped them get together at a Waco

spa for a special weekend, possibly their last together.

February last year, the first thing she did was drop
to her knees and ask God to use her situation for his
glory. Since then she has seen him do that in incred-
ible ways, she said.

Yvonne has struck out on a number of adventures
over the past year, she said. She learned to fly fish
and landed a five-pound bass on one trip. She also
took flying lessons and, better yet, went up with an
aerobatics pilot who took her for loops and turns and
gravity-defying falls all right over her house in the
McGregor area.

Just because she has put her trust in Jesus doesn’t
mean her illness has been a cakewalk, she said.

There have been plenty of physical trials. But the
most difficult thing has been the emotional strug-
gles.

“The hardest part is not me dying, “ Yvonne said.
“I'm at a real peace with that. I think the hardest
thing for me is watching my family and my boys and
Hatch. Your mother is not supposed to die when you
are 13 or when you are 21.”

Still, illness inevitably changes things, Yvonne
said, and one aspect of her cancer that has been
overwhelming at times is all of the attention. She
cherishes the love and support that have been lav-
ished upon her, she said, but it has still been a major
adjustment to be the center of attention.

“You learn a lot about yourself when you go

By KELLEY SHANNON

The Associated Press

If anyone knows you can'’t
always get what you want from
the Texas Legislature, it’s Gov.
Rick Perry.

The Republican governor got
batted down on his attempt to
require cervical cancer vaccina-
tions and on his proposal to sell
the state lottery, in part to fund
cancer research.

But he scored when legislators
offered to let voters decide in
November whether the state can
to borrow up to $3 billion to pay
for his $3 billion cancer research

around bald in public,” Yvonne said.

She has never wrestled with the question of
whether she made a difference in the world, she said.
All she has to do is look at her sons and she knows
what her lasting impact is, she said.

“I've never once asked, ‘Why me?’” Yvonne said.
“Why not me? ... I have a very blessed life. I've made
it 47 years with an incredible life.”

Yvonne and Bernice’s situation is certainly special
because of the mother and daughter link, Clatworthy
said. But what has really stood out to her is the way
the family has fought to make the most of the time
they have together. As the mother of boys herself,
Clatworthy said Yvonne has been a role model for
her.

“I'want to be like her when I die,” Clatworthy said.
“I've seen lots of people die, but I've never seen any-
one do it with quite the grace or dignity she has.”

Soon after that, a spa worker told Yvonne and Ber-
nice she was ready for them again, and they headed
to one of the treatment rooms.

That mix of poignancy and practicality repeated
itself throughout the rest of the visit. As Bernice got
back on the plane to Little Rock, it marked the end of
a bittersweet visit.

But to mother and daughter, it was just another
step in the dance ofliving one day at a time while liv-
ing each day for eternity.

School officials
hit with charges

By JEFF CARLTON |

goal. Perry said he’ll campaign
for the measure, even though
the deal didn’t go down exactly
as he’d hoped.

“We will look back at this ses-

Gov. Rick Perry speaks about the legisilative session he said remind-
ed him of “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly” Tuesday.

HARRY CABLUCK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

sion as the linchpin in the fight
against cancer,” Perry said at
the Capitol on Tuesday, assess-
ing the legislative session that
ended at midnight Monday.
Perry couldn’t get the House
or Senate to go along with his
proposal for tougher local gov-
ernment spending caps or his
pleas for property appraisal
limits, additional tax relief and
what he calls truth-in-budget-

“IF TEXANS HAD
A BAD TASTE IN
THEIR MOUTH
FROM THE
SESSION, I woUuLD
SAY I COULDN’T
BLAME THEM.”

— RICK PERRY

as critics of Republican House
Speaker Tom Craddick tried
unsuccessfully to unseat him.

In the Senate, work time was
lost this month because of a
standoff over Republican Lt.
Gov. David Dewhurst’s unsuc-
cessful attempts to push a vot-
er identification bil in spite of
Senate Democrats’ solid bloc of
opposition.

Waiting until the final week-

ing.
On the other hand, he got a

end, the Legislature approved
a $153 billion two-year budget,

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Two former
Dallas school district offi-
cials are accused of taking

((IT)S
UNTHINKABLE
THAT A MAN OF
HIS INTEGRITY

. K WOULD BE
bribes from a Houston busi-
nessman whose company ACCUSED OF
was awarded nearly $40 mil- ANYTHING...”

lion in technology contracts,
according to a federal indict-
ment unsealed Tuesday. '

William Frederick Coleman
111, the former deputy super-
intendent and chief operating
officer for Dallas schools, and
former chief technology offi-
cer Ruben B. Bohuchot were
accused of taking kickbacks
to help win contracts for
Micro Systems Engineering
Inc, owned by Frankie Log-
yang Wong.

The indictment alleges the
three men also laundered
about $2.5 million to disguise
payments from Micro Sys-
tems to Bohuchot, Coleman
and others.

All three men face charg-
es of bribery, conspiracy to
commit bribery through
a program receiving feder-
al funds and conspiracy to
commit money laundering.
They are also facing charges

— BERTRAM MARKS

attorney in the Detroit area,
strongly denied the allega-
tions.

“It’s just unthinkable that a
man with his integrity would
be accused of anything, let
alone indicted,” Marks said.

In May 2002, Wong’s com-
pany paid for a trip to Key
West, Fla., for the three men
and their wives. There, they
discussed a contract to pro-
vide computers before DISD
had issued a public request for
purchase, and inside informa-
tion helped Wong win a $4
million contract.

The indictment alleges
Wong and Coleman created
shell companies to conceal
payments from Micro Sys-
tems to Bohuchot, and the
company bought a $300,000
yacht that Bohuchot named

long-sought victory in landing
the $100 million he requested
from the Legislature for border
security.

Overall, the nearly five-month
legislative session was a mixed
bag for Perry.

“The last 140 days remind-
ed me of watching an old Clint
Eastwood movie. It was a ses-
sion that featured ‘The Good,
The Bad and The Ugly,” Perry
said.

While he said he had some
disappointments and there
was unfinished business for
the future, he stopped short of
saying there was any dangling
item that would lead him to call
a 30-day special session. The
next regular session is in Janu-
ary 2009.

He praised lawmakers for

delivering the money he wanted
for border security; making good
on school property tax reduc-
tions promised last year; creat-
ing a health insurance oppor-
tunity pool; increasing college
financial aid; implementing
higher education performance
incentives; and dedicating more
money for state parks.

He criticized legislators for
the conflict that engulfed the
Legislature.

“If Texans had a bad taste in
their mouth from the session,
I would say I couldn’t blame
them,” Perry said. “There was
way too much acrimony . . .
I'm glad legislators are leaving
town so that there is time for the
wounds to heal.”

House business stalled sev-
eral times over the past weekend

the state’s largest ever.

Woven into that budget, Perry
said, were billions of dollars in
“funding diversions and other
gimmicks.”

After lawmakers rebuffed
Perry by blocking his order
requiring sixth-grade girls to be
vaccinated against the human
papillomavirus, Perry let the bill
become law and avoided a rare
veto override fight.

He saved his political clout for
transportation.

An initial version of a trans-
portation bill placing a two-year
toll road moratorium would have
severely hampered road-build-
ing ability, Perry contended.

Instead, he got lawmakers
to create legislation that with
a more limited moratorium on
toll projects.

of obstruction of justice and
making false statements on
tax returns.

Bohuchot, 59, and Wong,
46, pleaded not guilty in fed-
eral court Tuesday and were
released under travel restric-
tions pending trial. Coleman,
52, who left the Dallas Inde-
pendent School District before
the contracts were awarded,
was expected to surrender late
Tuesday, authorities said.The
indictment alleges Coleman
served as a facilitator between
Wong and Bohuchot, who
was in charge of technology
contracts for Dallas public
schools. The district eventu-
ally awarded two contracts
worth $39 million to the
Houston-based company.

Bertram Marks, Coleman’s

the Sir Veza Il.

Bohuchot reached a settle-
ment with the district and left
in November 2005, interim
district spokesman Jon Dah-
lander said. He said the dis-
trict moved to fire Bohuchot
but wouldn’t disclose why:.

At least two years have
passed since the district’s
contract with Micro Systems
ended, Dahlander said, and it
has made conflict-of-interest
policies more stringent.

“There are 20,000 employ-
ees within the school district,”
Dahlander said. “If someone
wants to work hard enough to
circumvent the rules, they'’re
going to find a way. But we
do the best we can with what
we've got to try and guard
against that.”
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Tom Tucker, owner of Tomball's Graco Awards, holds a Purple Heart made by his company.
Each medal represents a painstaking attention to details, such as the tiny green leaves which

surround the red-and-white Washington family crest. These details are painted on by hand and the families of soldiers killed in combat.

Heart work

KAREN WARREN / HOUSTON CHRONICLE
A die, or engraved stamp, used in making

the revered medals. The plant can use as
much as 10,000 pounds of brass each

month.

“BEFORE THE WAR,
DURING THE WAR,
IT’S JUST ALWAYS A
HIGH-DEMAND ITEM,”

— Tom TUCKER, ON
PURrRPLE HEARTS

By ROSANNA RUIZ

Houston Chronicle

OUSTON — A small manufacturing plant in Tomball

owes much of its success to a product nobody wants.

The 60 or so employees at Graco Awards make Purple

Hearts, among other medals, primarily for the U.S. government.

Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have increased demand for the

medals, which are presented to soldiers wounded in combat and

to the survivors of those killed on the battlefield.

But Tom Tucker, who bought Gra-
co Awards three years ago, said the
medals are always big sellers either
to veterans of previous wars seeking
replacements or wholesalers who
service military bases.

“We have always had trouble
keeping Purple Hearts in stock,”
Tucker said. “Before the war, dur-
ing the war, it’s just always a high-
demand item.”

Tucker, a former Army captain,
doesn’t need publicity to sell his
product, and he rarely lets outsiders
into his unassuming 3,000-square-
foot plant. But he gave the Houston
Chronicle a tour.

The first thing a visitor notices
after entering the plant is the strong
epoxy aroma. Along a hallway hang
displays of Graco-made medals,
including obscure campaign med-
als issued for the Spanish-American
War and National Guard medals for
each state.

Tucker leads the way to a work
area where tables are loaded with
ribbons, packing boxes and other
materials. Vietnam War medals,
tucked into small plastic bags, are

piled high on one table. The med-
als, which all have the same yellow
ribbons, need to be packed into
boxes for shipment to meet a press-
ing deadline, Tucker said.

Onward through a dingy white
door are three women stationed at
tidy work areas, where they hand-
paint finishing touches to nearly all
of the medals that leave the plant.

It’s intricate work that requires
them to use magnifying lenses to
paint the tiny details, such as the
small green leaves that surround
George Washington’s red-and-white
family crest on the Purple Heart.

Rebecca Aguilar just finished a
tray of 24 combat-infantry badges.
She applied the light-blue back-
ground around the crossed rifles.

The three-year Graco worker said
she can paint 200 Purple Hearts an
hour. Those medals, in particular,
take more time than most.

Her supervisor’s son, David
Lowder, wears at least two medals
made by Graco on his Navy uni-
form.

“He has the War on Terror Service
medal,” said Janette Harper, the

sailor’s mother and a 10-year Graco
employee. “We’re the only ones who
have done those contracts, so it defi-
nitely came from here.”

On the wall above Aguilar’s desk
are yellowed newspaper clippings
about those awarded Graco medals,
including one recent article about a
Medal of Honor recipient.

“Most of the people who have
been here for any length of time just
love what we do,” Harper said.

From Harper and Aguilar’s office,
Tucker makes his way to a back area
where men work behind table saws
to churn out plaques, trophy bases
and other products.

Tucker then heads through a stor-
age area where boxes are ready for
shipment. He points out coils of
brass from which the medals are

KAREN WARREN / HOuSTON CHRONICLE

require employees to use magnifying glasses. The ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have
increased the demand for the medals, which are given to those soldiers wounded in combat and

m Houston plant, former Army captain
m produce medals for wounded soldiers

PURPLE HEART FACTS

History The original Purple Heart, the
Badge of Military Merit, was established

by Gen. George Washington in 1782. He
directed it be heart-shaped and purple.
Three noncommissioned officers received fit.

Expansion |t was not awarded again
until after World War I. In 1942, President
Roosevelt ordered that the medal be
extended to the Navy, Marine Corps and
the Coast Guard after the Pearl Harbor
attack. In 1962, civilians were included
among those eligible to receive the medal.

Recently From July 1958 to March 2003,
approximately 235,000 Purple Hearts were
awarded, according to the Military Awards
Branch.

made. The company goes through
5,000 to 10,000 pounds of brass each
month, he said.

Tucker’s tour pauses at what
appear to be ordinary baking pans,
loaded with bronze medals, stacked
on the factory floor.

The back side of the unfinished
medals bears the engraved words
“For Military Merit,” and the mount-
ing points on the face await the
application of George Washington’s
gold-plated image and the hand-
painted details.

Tucker sometimes coyly declines
to answer questions that might
reveal trade secrets. There are no
over-the-shoulder views of the Pur-
ple Heart in production.

It’s a patriotic enterprise that
Tucker does not take lightly.

“At the end of the day, we can
actually say we've made a differ-
ence,” he said. “The men and wom-
en who serve this country, they earn
these awards. We're just really proud
to be part of that process.”

KAREN WARREN / HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Newly minted Purple Hearts await the next
step in production. They must be painted
and have a ribbon attached before they
are given to soldiers and families.

‘Army Wives’ could become TV channel’s heroes

LIFETIME TELEVISION

Kim Delaney and Brian McNamara, who play wife and husband in “Army Wives,"
attend the Military Ball in the first episode of the new Lifetime series, which
premieres Sunday. The drama is about the lives of civilians whose spouses go

off to war.

BYJANICE RHOSHALLE -LITTLEJOHN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Denise Sherwood
tugs on her necklace as she watches
her husband board the bus. There are
no tears, but her sullen look reveals
her fears as the Army major embarks
on a three-month tour of duty in the
Middle East.

It’s an all-too-familiar scene across
the country these days — and one
played out in the pilot episode of the
new Lifetime ensemble drama, “Army
Wives,” about the lives of the women
— and one man — left behind when
their soldier spouses go off to war.

Lifetime billed the 13-episode
series, which premiers Sunday (9 p.m.
CDT), as one of the biggest summer
launches in the history of the female-
focused cable channel.

“I wanted to make the premiere a
special event,” says Lifetime Enter-
tainment Chief Susanne Daniels.

During the past few seasons, the

once top-rated network has failed to
garner a hit original series. So with
ratings and revenues down last year,
Daniels is using “Army Wives” to
anchor a slate of new scripted proj-
ects designed to flip the channel’s
fortunes.

The closest thing that Lifetime has
had to a defining a hit in recent years
was “Strong Medicine,” which ran for
six seasons. Yet “Army Wives” could
do it again, says Daniels, because it
has “a unique voice, and we're always
looking for stories that aren’t being
told on television right now.”

The series centers on the stresses of
military life for civilian spouses and
the unlikely camaraderie between
five of those sharing a common bond:
the soldiers they each love.

It stars Kim Delaney as Claudia
Joy Holden, the respected colonel’s
wife, and Catherine Bell as Sherwood,
a housewife with a violent teenage
son.

“There have always been stories

about the home front during war,”
executive producer Mark Gordon
(“Grey’s Anatomy”) says. “But we
haven’t seen anything really about
what’s going on today with the women
and men whose husbands or wives
are in the military here at home or
overseas.”

“Army Wives” is based on the book
“Under the Sabers: The Unwrit-
ten Code of Army Wives” by Tanya
Biank.

But unlike the failed FX drama,
“Over There,” about soldiers on the
frontlines, or CBS’s “The Unit,” which
tells the stories of both the covert
operatives in the field and their sig-
nificant others at home, “Army Wives”
dwells entirely on the families back
on the base.

“These are the heroes at home,”
says Delaney, 45, on the phone from
Charleston, S.C., where the series is
filmed. “These are the women that
take care of the kids, the houses and
themselves.”
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BLAZING UP:

Dutch government
taking steps to make
marijuana laws more
secure

A NEW BATTLEFIELD

at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, is designed to serve the grow-

Fﬂr Gﬂverage Uf returning SOIdiers and the ing number of soldiers who are returning from war as amputees or with severe

struggle of rehab, please see page 6. cums.

ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Staff Sgt. Brad Alexander, left, and Spc. Frank Fields work out together at the new
Center for the Intrepid, a $50 million high-tech rehabilitation facility. The center,

TUBERCULOSIS

% The airborne, infectious
disease usually affects the
lungs, but can attack any
part of the body

% There are two ways people
can be afflicted

v Tuberculosis bacteria infec-
tion: The carrier is protected
from becoming sick

v Tuberculosis, the active dis-
ease: The carrier is sick and can
pass the disease to others

% A person with the bacte-
ria may take preventative
medicine, but a person who
contracts the disease may
need medical treatment

Source: http://www.lunguse.org

South Padre aims to educate
spring breakers on safety

By LYNN BREZOSKY

The Associated Press

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND —
Police, aldermen and marketers
are hoping to come up with a
safer and more sober day at the
beach for one of America’s top
spring break destinations.

They are concerned about
the raucous reputation that
is attached to March at South
Padre and are meeting with
public-policy and mental-
health experts this week to
come up with a campaign to
tame the lucrative annual tra-
dition.

“Werecognize there are chal-
lenges involved, but we want to
be proactive,” said Dan Quandt,
executive director of the South
Padre Island Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

For the month of March,
police responded to 83 reports
of assaults, 161 reports of public

Breakdown in border
security exposes
potential problems

By LAURAN NEERGAARD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The government
is investigating how the globe-trotting
tuberculosis patient drove into the
country after his name was put on a
watch list given to U.S. border guards.

The episode showed a major gap in
the nation’s system to keep the worst
diseases from crossing borders. That
the Atlanta man and his wife were
cleared by border agents is one in a
series of missed opportunities to catch
a patient seemingly determined to
elude health officials.

Worried infection specialists say it
shows how vulnerable the nation is

BREAKING NEWS:

The Center for Disease Control
has announced 107 people need to
be tested for tuberculosis after fly-
ing with a man carrying a danger-
ous strain of tuberculosis.

See more coverage on Page 4.

because of outdated quarantine laws
and the speed of international travel.
What if, they ask, the now-quarantined
man had carried something very conta-
gious like the next super-flu?

“It’s regretful that we weren’t able
to stop that,” Dr. Martin Cetron of the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said of how the man fled when
U.S. health officials tracked him down
in Rome and told him not to get on an
airplane. “There will be many lessons

TB scare raises concern

learned from this.”

The CDC did not get the man’s name
to the no-fly list until he was apparently
en route to Canada, Cetron said.

The CDC did get word to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol before the man
and his wife crossed into the country
at Champlain, N.Y., a Department of
Homeland Security spokesman told
The Associated Press on Wednesday.

Customs spokesman Russ Knocke
said they are “reviewing the facts” of
the decision to admit individuals into
the country.

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y,, said
the case “shows that something is
wrong with the training and supervi-
sion of our border agents. We put all this
time and effort into identifying those
who shouldn’t enter our country, but
what good is itifit can be brushed aside
by a border guard? I shudder to think
that this individual could have been a
terrorist.”

7,000 Iraqi
refugees to
enter U.S.
by Oct.

Hurdles remain for
those seeking asylum
from war-torn country

By MATTHEW LEE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United States
will soon begin admitting more of
the 2 million-plus refugees who have
fled Iraq, acknowledging for the first
time the country may never be safe
for some who have helped the U.S.
there.

After months of agonizing delays
and withering criticism from advo-
cacy groups and lawmakers, the
Bush administration has finalized
new guidelines to screen Iraqi refu-
gees, including those seeking asylum
because helping the Americans has
put them at huge risk.

Iraqis represent the fastest grow-
ing refugee population in the world,
but Washington has balked at allow-
ing them into the U.S. for security
reasons.

Since the war began in 2003, fewer
than 800 Iraqi refugees have been
admitted, angering critics who argued
the U.S. is obligated to assist many
more, particularly those whose work
for American agencies or contractors
placed them in danger.

Now, under enhanced screen-
ing measures aimed at weeding out
potential terrorists — announced this
week by the Department of Home-
land Security — the administration
plans to allow nearly 7,000 Iraqis to
resettle in the U.S. by the end of Sep-
tember.

An initial group of 59, including for-
mer U.S. government employees and
their families, should arrive in the
coming weeks, Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff said.

As with incoming refugees from
other countries, Iraqis accepted for

Please see REFUGEES, Page 2

New Developments

*MORE REFUGEES: The admin-
istration plans to allow nearly 7,000
Iraqis to resettle in the United States
by the end of September. More than
2 million people have left Iraq.

% ENHANCED PROCESS: The pro-
gram includes additional interviews,
biometric screening and cross-
checks, none of which are necessar-
ily required for non-Iragi refugees.

Source: www.refugeesinternational.org

Not taking a stance

Exxon Mobile’s chief says his firm will focus
on finding new supplies, despite criticism

intoxication, 65 reports of crim-
inal mischief, and 111 reports of
“suspicious person.” There were
165 calls for an ambulance.

In the recent past, an 18-year-
old man died after jumping or
falling from a rooftop patio at
about 3 a.m.; an intoxicated
21-year-old woman drowned
after passing out during a night
club foam party; and a 22-year-
old man was stabbed to death,
reportedly by a stranger.

This year brought about
80,000 spring breakers.

With each spending $250,
officials estimate their cash
expenditure to be about $20
million.

Denise Bulling, a counselor
and senior researcher with the
University of Nebraska Public
Policy Center, said next year’s
approach could involve edu-
cational campaigns targeting
home states, deluging spring
break hotels and condomini-

ums with safety literature, and
setting up 24-hour help lines for
women who have been assault-
ed but are reluctant to go to
police.

While the island triples its
police force in March and tries
to enforce laws to keep drunk-
en students from falling off the
backs of pickup trucks or get-
ting into brawls, there’s little
that officials can do about some
behavior.

City Manager Dewey Cash-
well said some messages were
obviously not getting out to
everyone.

“There are two things kids
are here for, and that’s to drink
and have sex,” he said. “The
gyrations on the stage are noth-
ing short of what you'd see at
a strip club. ... You combine
alcohol and that music and
the hormones and somewhere
along the line someone’s going
to act out.”

system?’
— Mary Jane of Austin

“Never go on your own, and if you're in
a bar and you put your drink down, get
another one. Always use the buddy

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND DO’S AND DON'TS:

Spring break safety tips for students, by students

“Don't drive across the
dunes .. it is illegal”
— Chris of Kansas

Source: VirtualTourist.com

don’t underestimate the current.
.. Check the warning signs to see

“There are never lifeguards, and

if [jellyfish] are out in full force”
— Anonymous

COMING SUNDAY

GOING
GREEN

Science writer Seth
Borstein offers a
state-by-state analysis
of which states are
working to lower
greenhouse gas
emissions and which
aren't.

By JOHN PORRETTO

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Exxon Mobil
Corp. reiterated its position
Wednesday that creating far-
reaching policies to reduce
harmful greenhouse-gas emis-
sions is important but prema-
ture, even as some shareholders
lambasted the oil giant for what
they said was an irresponsible
and even dangerous environ-
mental stance.

Record profits aside, a dozen
or so of the 450 attending the
world’s largest publicly traded
oil company’s annual share-
holder meeting downtown crit-
icized the firm. In particular,
many environmentally mind-
ed investors and shareholder
activists asked the Irving-based
company to set quantitative
goals for reducing greenhouse-
gas emissions and to commit to
greater investment in renew-
able energy sources.

They got neither.

Instead, Chairman and Chief
Executive Rex Tillerson contin-
ued to insist that the prudent
strategy was to focus on find-
ing and producing new sup-
plies of crude oil and natural
gas. The reason: Exxon Mobil is
a petroleum and petrochemi-

cal company, and worldwide
demand for its products will
persist for decades.

Citing forecasts from the
International Energy Agency,
Exxon Mobil predicts that fos-
sil fuels will continue to sup-
ply roughly 80 percent of the
world’s energy needs in 2030.

Tillerson, leading his second
shareholder meeting, called
the climate-change debate
an important issue but said,
“There are some things we
know, some things we don’t
know.”

“What I find perplexing is
why people feel so threatened
because we want to have a dis-
cussion about it,” he said.

Exxon Mobil has touted its
$100 million donation to Stan-
ford University for a project to
speed development of commer-
cially viable energy technology
that can lower greenhouse-gas
emissions on a large scale. The
company, whose $39.5 billion
profit last year was the larg-
est ever by a U.S. company,
also has said it’s on target to
improve energy efficiency by
10 percent at its global refining
operations by 2012.

But that has done little to

Please see POLICIES, Page 2
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Bush calls Zoellick ‘eminently’ qualified

By JEANNINE AVERSA

| The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush on Wednesday tapped
his former trade chief and No.
2 diplomat, Robert Zoellick,
to run the World Bank, to try
to mend wounds inflicted by
outgoing president Paul Wol-
fowitz.

Zoellick, 53, would succeed
Wolfowitz, who is stepping
down June 30 after a special
bank panel found that he broke
bank rules when he arranged
a hefty compensation package
in 2005 for his girlfriend, Shaha
Riza, a bank employee.

Bush'’s selection of Zoellick
must be approved by the World
Bank’s 24-member board.

Zoellick, who is a seasoned
veteran of politics both inside
the Beltway and on the inter-
national stage, is known for
pulling facts and figures off the
top of his head. He also has a
reputation for being a demand-
ing boss.

“Bob Zoellick has had a long
and distinguished career in
diplomacy and development
economics,” Bush said. “It has
prepared him well for this
new assignment. This man is
eminently qualified,” Bush
said.

Internationally, the reaction
to Bush’s choice was generally
positive, although some pub-
lic health groups and others
expressed concern about Zoel-
lick’s ability to carry out the
institution’s mission.

French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner welcomed
Zoellick’s appointment. Asked
whether Zoellick was the right
man for the job, Kouchner said,
“Certainly.”

“In between the partners and
the World Bank, it is mainly a
question of confidence, and
I hope that Mr. Zoellick will
re-establish — or establish —
confidence in between all of
them,” Kouchner told report-
ers Wednesday on his arrival
at a meeting of Group of Eight

AmY ZERBA / SOUTHWEST JOURNALIST

Robert Zoellick, former deputy secretary of State, will replace
outgoing World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz. President Bush
announced his decision Wednesday, but a 24-member board

must approve.

foreign ministers in Potsdam,
Germany. “This is absolutely
crucial.”

European Commission Presi-

iTunes shirks copy protection

Unrestricted music
now costs more
with each download

By MAY WONG

The Associated Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Apple
Inc.’s iTunes Store started sell-
ing thousands of songs without
copy protection Wednesday,
making the trendsetting com-
pany’s latest coup a model for
what analysts say will likely
become a pattern for online
music sales.

Launching initially with
songs from music company
EMI Group PLC, iTunes Plus
features tracks that are free
of digital rights management,
or DRM, technology — copy-
protection software that limits
where songs or movies can be
played and distributed.

The unrestricted content
means some songs purchased
from iTunes will work for the
first time directly on portable
players other than Apple’s iPod,
including Microsoft Corp.’s
Zune.

The inaugural batch of
iTunes Plus songs includes
music from Coldplay, The Roll-
ing Stones, Norah Jones, Frank

Sinatra, Pink Floyd and more
than a dozen of Paul McCart-
ney’s classic albums.

The DRM-free tracks feature
ahigher sound quality and cost
$1.29 apiece — 30 cents more
than the usual 99-cent price
of other, copy-protected songs
at the market-leading online
music store.

If available, users could
upgrade existing purchases to
DRM-free versions for 30 cents
a song or $3 for most albums,
Apple said.

Smaller online music ven-
dors, such as eMusic.com,
already offer songs without
DRM, but the selections have
been limited to mostly content
from independent labels.

Earlier this year, Apple CEO
Steve Jobs called on the world’s
four major record companies
to start selling songs online
without copy-protection soft-
ware.

In a statement Wednesday,
Jobs reiterated Apple expects
that more than half of the 5
million songs on iTunes will
feature a DRM-free version by
the end of the year.

In the meantime, Apple’s
iTunes Store will continue to
offer songs in the same copy-
protected format as today at
99-cents-per-download and

AIRING PEACE

University students show their hands with the Spanish word
for “peace” written on them during a protest Wednesday in
Caracas, Venezuela. The students poured into the streets for
a third day to protest the removal of a leading opposition TV
station Radio Caracas Television, RCTV, from the air.

HowARD YANES / ASSOCIATED PRESS

encoded at 128 kilobits per sec-
ond. The iTunes Plus versions
are encoded at 256 kbps, which
Apple says makes the audio
quality on par with original
recordings.

Apple also will continue to
encode its songs — including
EMI’s DRM-free content — in
the AAC audio format, which
could force some users to go
through an extra step of con-
verting tunes into a version
that would be compatible with
their players.

Some gadgets don’t support
AAC, including SanDisk’s new-
est Sansa Connect or Samsung
Electronics Co.’'s YP-K3, but
industry analyst Susan Kevork-
ian of the IDC market research
company expects support
for AAC will widen following
Apple’s move this week.

The next generation of digi-
tal music will be untethered
from usage restrictions, Kev-
orkian predicts. It's something
major music labels will have to
do if they want to combat the
industry’s years long decline of
music CD sales, she said.

“They absolutely have to
reach the Internet to drive
music sales, and part of that
is to remove the hurdle that
comes with the lack of interop-
erability,” Kevorkian said.

dent Jose Manuel Barroso said,
“I certainly respect very much
Mr. Zoellick,” but declined to
comment further.

focuses on achieving goals!

hope of a better life”

* “Bob Zoellick has had a long and distinguished
career in diplomacy and development economics. It
has prepared him well for this new assignment.

* “Bob Zoellick is the right man to succeed Paul
[Wolfowitz] in this vital work. He's a leader who moti-
vates employees; he builds a constituent support and

* “He is deeply devoted to the mission of the World
Bank. He wants to help struggling nations defeat pov-
erty, to grow their economies and offer their people the

WHAT
GEORGE BUSH
HAD TO SAY

EXXON: Firm viewed as behind

— Continued from Page 1

appease those who say Exxon
places profits ahead of a clean
environment and has funded
groups to cast doubt on the sci-
ence of global warming.

Exxon Mobil is viewed
among many environmental-
ists as a laggard compared to
competitors such as BP PLC,
ConocoPhillips and Royal
Dutch Shell’s U.S. arm, which
have joined a corporate-envi-
ronmental coalition urging
Congress to require limits on
greenhouse gases tied to global
warming.

Many shareholders have
asked why Exxon Mobil doesn’t
use more of its vast research
and development resources to
help solve the climate-change
threat, saying that failing to
do so threatens its long-term
financial health. Shareholder
Stephen Viederman of New
York likened Exxon Mobil’s cur-
rent tack to that of Ford and
General Motors a quarter cen-
tury ago, when they stuck with
some larger models while for-
eign competitors began build-
ing more fuel-efficient cars.

He even questioned the
accuracy of Exxon Mobil’s slo-
gan, — “Taking on the world’s
toughest energy challenges,” —

LM OTERO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rex Tillerson, chairman and CEO of Exxon Mobil, said Wednesday
at a news conference in Dallas that the company will focus on
finding and producing new supplies of crude oil and natural gas
instead of creating policies to reduce harmful greenhouse-gas

emissions.

saying there was little evidence
of commitment to any type of
energy beyond oil and gas.

Exxon Mobil representatives
say they're still studying wheth-
er proposals such as manda-
tory emissions caps — which
ConocoPhillips, BP and Shell
have endorsed — or a tax on
carbon emissions are the way
to combat global warming via
public policy.

Ken Cohen, the company’s

vice president for public affairs,
said any such policy would need
to ensure a uniform and pre-
dictable cost of reducing carbon
dioxide, promote global partici-
pation and adjust to develop-
ments in climate science.

“What we're trying to do is
make sure, as policy options are
being developed and analyzed,
that all of them are on the table
and given a full and fair hear-
ing,” Cohen said.

REFUGEES: Many wait in camps in nearby countries

— Continued from Page 1

resettlement in the U.S. will
be given assistance from both
government and private aid
agencies, including language
and job training in the com-
munities that will be their new
homes, officials said.

“America’s tradition of
welcoming international
refugees and responding to
humanitarian emergen-
cies is unrivaled,” he said
in a statement. “Yet we also
must be mindful of the secu-
rity risks associated with
admitting refugees from
war-torn countries — especial-
ly countries infiltrated by large
numbers of terrorists.”

Homeland Security officials
would not discuss what the
enhanced process entails, but
several people familiar with
the program said it includes
additional interviews, biomet-
ric screening and cross-checks
against employer databases,
none of which is necessar-
ily required for non-Iraqi refu-
gees.

The 59 Iraqis who will arrive
soon are among a group of
more than 700 considered to
be the most vulnerable and for
whom resettlement interviews
have already been conducted,
the department said.

% measurable

BIOMETRICS ARE USED TO IDENTIFY
INCOMING REFUGEES. THEY ARE...

% physiological and/or behavioral characteristics

% used to verify the identity of an individual

Source: Department of the Army

They include “persons
whose lives may be in jeop-
ardy because they worked for
coalition forces,” it said, with-
out giving specific numbers of
former U.S. employees.

Refugee advocates on
Wednesday praised the
announcement but lamented
that many desperate Iraq-
is have been languishing in
camps in other Mideast coun-
tries.

“Obviously, DHS has a
responsibility to make sure
that everybody who comes
into the country is going to be
a good citizen ... but they also
realize that the country has a
responsibility to these Iraqis,”
said Kenneth Bacon of Refu-
gees International.

“My hope is that with this
they will begin large-scale

resettlement program,” he said.
“We are very disappointed that
there are so few now, but I have
hope for the future.”

Refugees International is
one of several groups that have
been pushing the administra-
tion to accept at least a frac-
tion of the Iraqis and noted
that other countries, including
some Scandinavian nations,
have agreed to accept tens of
thousands.

“Itis embarrassing that Swe-
den is taking more refugees
than we are,” Bacon said. “The
U.S. should be doing much
more.”

That complaint has been
echoed on Capitol Hill where
the Senate and House earlier
this month passed legislation
allowing a tenfold increase in
special immigrant visas for

Iragis and Afghans who worked

as translators and interpreters
for U.S. forces.

“America has a fundamen-
tal obligation to help those
brave Iraqis who put their
lives on the line by working
for our government,” said Sen.
Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.,
who co-sponsored the Senate
bill with Richard Lugar,
R-Ind.

As of May 18, the United
Nations had identified 4,692
Iraqi refugees at camps in
Syria, Jordan, Turkey, Lebanon
and Egypt for possible resettle-
ment in the United States.

Officials said they expect
that number of refugees at
camps in Syria, Jordan, Tur-
key, Lebanon and Egypt to rise
from about 4,600 to about 7,000
by Sept. 30 and the U.S. hopes
to admit as many as possible.

“We fully intend and expect
to be able to handle 7,000 refer-
rals,” deputy State Department
spokesman Tom Casey told
reporters. “This is very good
news that this has now been
arranged.”

The State Department’s
Bureau of Population, Refugees
and Migration, which deals
with refugee resettlement,
said communities around the
U.S. have been identified as
destinations for the first batch
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Laws to weed out sales to minors

Coffee houses
will fingerprint,
scan patrons’ IDs

By TOBY STERLING
The Associated Press

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands
— Coffee shops licensed to
sell marijuana in the southern
Dutch city of Maastricht will
begin fingerprinting customers
and scanning their identifica-
tion cards this summer to help
show they’re following rules
governing such sales.

In particular, the measures
are expected to help stores
show they are not selling to
underage customers and that
they haven’t sold more than
the maximum permitted to a
customer on a given day.

“This is not something that
we are doing willingly, but with
pain in our hearts,” Marc Jose-
mans, chairman of the Union
of Maastricht’s Coffee Shops,
said Wednesday. “We're very
afraid we're going to lose cus-
tomers over this, and to be hon-
est we're even a little ashamed
we're doing it, but the city of
Maastricht has such harsh pun-
ishments that we don’t feel we
have any choice,” he said.

Marijuana is technically ille-
gal in the Netherlands, but cit-
ies may license shops to sell no
more than 5 grams per cus-
tomer per day. The shops may
not sell to anyone under 18.

Since Maastricht Mayor Gerd
Leers took office in 2002, police
have strictly enforced the rules,
and shops found in violation
are automatically closed for a
minimum of three months for

ERMINDO ARMINO / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Marijuana is technically illegal, but cities may license shops to sell to inidividuals.The city is negotiating to
move some remaining shops to the outskirts of town — angering neighboring countries like Belgium.

a single offense, six months for
a second and permanently for
a third.

As aresult, 11 of Maastricht’s
26 licensed shops have closed.

Under the new plan, finger-
prints, a digital photograph and
a scan of customers’ ID cards
and stored on a computer sys-
tem at the shop.

“We're not going to give this
information to anybody else,
and we'’re not linked to each
other or the Internet,” Josemans
said.

Josemans, who is also own-
er of the “Easy Going” coffee

shop, said the electronic system
would be tested at his store Aug.
1 and used by all licensed stores
by September.

He said shops already have
video surveillance cameras
and cooperate with police in
criminal investigations, but the
stored fingerprints would be
too low in quality for use by
police.

Because of Maastricht’s loca-
tion near the border with Bel-

gium and Germany and not

far from France, the city of

120,000 residents gets 4.5 mil-
lion “drugs tourists” a year who
come just to buy weed and drive
home.

City spokesman Math
Wijnands said the drug trade
brought a host of problems,
most notably petty criminals
who seek to sell marijuana or
other drugs in the neighbor-
hood of the coffee shops.

“They know that they have
a target group here, but they
go about their business in an
aggressive manner,” Wijnands
said. “That causes problems in
the city center.”

Cancer
spreads
in Asian
nations

By MARGIE MASON

The Associated Press

SINGAPORE — Asia is brac-
ing for a dramatic surge in can-
cer rates over the next decade,
as people in the developing
world live longer and adopt
bad Western habits that greatly
increase the risk of the dis-
ease.

Smoking, drinking and eat-
ing unhealthy foods — all
linked to various cancers
— will combine with larger
populations and fewer deaths
from infectious diseases to
drive Asian cancer rates up 60
percent by 2020, some experts
predict.

But unlike in wealthy coun-
tries that have greater access
to the world’s top medical care,
there will likely be no preven-
tion or treatment for many liv-
ing in poor countries.

“Whathappened in the West-
ern world in the ‘60s or '70s will
happen here in the next 10 to
20years as life expectancy gets
longer and we get better con-
trol on more common causes of
deaths,” said Dr. Jatin P. Shah, a
professor of surgery at Memo-
rial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center in New York.

The Asia-Pacific makes up
about half of the world’s cancer
deaths and logged 4.9 million
new cases, or 45 percent, of the
global toll in 2002.

U.S. chopper
shot at, 5 killed
in Afghanistan

By JASON STRAZIUSO

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Five U.S. soldiers
were killed when their Chinook helicopter was
apparently shot down in southern Afghanistan
on Wednesday, a U.S. military official said. The
Taliban claimed responsibility.

Initial reports suggested the helicopter was
hit with a rocket-propelled grenade, said the
U.S. military official, who requested anonymity
because details of the crash had not yet been
released. It wasn't clear if there were any survi-
vors, the official said.

A purported Taliban spokesman, Qari Yousef
Ahmadi, claimed in a phone call to The Associ-
ated Press that militants had shot the helicopter
down in the volatile province of Helmand, the
world’s largest poppy-growing region and the
scene of heavy fighting in recent months. That
claim could not be immediately verified.

A battalion of U.S. forces from the 82nd Air-
borne Division has been engaged in fierce com-
bat in Helmand in recent weeks, though Britain
has the largest number of troops in Helmand.

NATO’s International Security Assistance Force
confirmed that one of its helicopters crashed in
southern Afghanistan, but it released no details.

The CH-47 Chinook, a heavy transport heli-
copter with two rotors, can carry up to around
40 troops plus a small crew. The fact it was flying
at night suggests the helicopter may have been
carrying troops on a nighttime air assault.

Ahmadi said the helicopter was shot down in
the Kajaki district of Helmand and that everyone
on board died. He did not offer any evidence of
the claim. Kajaki is the site of alarge U.S.-funded
hydroelectric dam that is being repaired.

“We have weapons that we have used to target
helicopters before,” he said.

Helicopter crashes in Afghanistan have been
relatively rare. A Chinook crashed in February
in the southern province of Zabul, killing eight
U.S. servicemembers. Officials ruled out enemy
fire as the cause.

SPEAKING OUT

MARCO UGARTE/ ASSOCIATED PRESS
Holding a plastic human fetus Wednesday,

an anti-abortion activist protests a law that
legalizes abortion in Mexico.

Iragi civilians mourn for a victim at a burial service after
a raid on Wednesday in Najaf, 100 miles south of Bagh-
dad. The victim was one of two killed when a joint Iraqi

ALAA AL-MARJANI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

American force raided Sadr City early Wednesday. Four
others were wounded as they were sleeping on the roofs
of their houses, police said.

Search for Britons continues

Gunmen snatched men from Iraqi finance office

By RAVINE SSMAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Hundreds of Iraqi
and U.S. troops cordoned off sec-
tions of Baghdad’s Sadr City slum
Wednesday and conducted raids in
an apparent effort to find five British
citizens who Iraqi officials believed
were abducted by the Shiite Mahdi
Army militia.

Separately, the U.S. confirmed
that two Iraqi employees of the
American Embassy in Baghdad were
believed to have been kidnapped,
and announced that enemy fire
brought down the U.S. helicopter
that crashed and killed two soldiers
in Diyala province on Monday.

If the work of the Mahdi Army, the
kidnappings of the five Britons could
be retaliation for the killing by Brit-
ish forces last week of the militia’s
commander in the southern Iraqi
city of Basra.

Canon Andrew White, the Angli-
can vicar of Baghdad, said it’s “a
possibility” the kidnapping was a
response to the killing.

“We're working very hard with
various religious leaders to try to
work at this issue, but it’s not easy.
It's very, very difficult,” he told The
Associated Press.

The five men were pulled out of a
Finance Ministry office by about 40
heavily armed men in police uni-
forms in broad daylight Tuesday .

They were driven in a convoy of
19 four-wheel-drive vehicles toward
Sadr City, according to Iraqi officials
in the Interior and Finance minis-
tries.

British Foreign Secretary Margaret
Beckett said officials were doing all
they could to ensure the men were
released quickly.

“This is clearly a very distress-
ing time for all concerned,” she said
upon arriving at a meeting in Pots-
dam, Germany.

Soon after the abduction, Iraqi
forces established a special battal-
ion of soldiers and police officers to
search for the men, said Brig. Gen.
Qassim al Musawi, an Iraqi spokes-
man.

Climate change risk to endangered animals

BYARTHUR MAX

The Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — If
you think the problem of endangered
species is all about tigers, elephants
and orangutans, ask violinists where
they get their bows.

The best violin bows are made
from pau brasil, a tree from the
Brazilian rain forest that has been
exploited for 500 years, and was once
so economically vital for the red dye
it produced that it gave its name to
the only country where it grows.

Pau brasil is among dozens of
plants and animals threatened with
extinction that are on the agenda
of the 171-nation Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species , which opens its meeting
Sunday.

About 7,000 animals and 32,000
plant families now are regulated,
with more than 800 species banned
completely from commerce.

The conference focuses on over-
exploitation of exotic species. But in
the background this year are warn-
ings that many species will be wiped

out by climate change.

The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change said a global
temperature rise of 3.6 degrees will
kill 30 percent of all known species.

“Climate change is a major threat,
but so is trade,” said Susan Lieber-
man, director of the Species Unit for
the World Wildlife Fund.

Among the 36 proposals — each
requiring a two-thirds majority of
voting member states — are recom-
mendations to increase protection
for whales, European eel, and Brazil-
ian spiny lobsters.

INTERNATIONAL

Pope prays
for missing
girl’s return

VATICAN CITY- Pope
Benedict XVI clasped the hands
of the parents of Madeleine
McCann and blessed a photo
of the missing 4-year-old, telling
them Wednesday he would pray
for the safe return of the little girl
who disappeared a month ago in
Portugal.

Kate and Gerry McCann,
Roman Catholics from Britain,
said the pope’s words and bless-
ings would sustain them as they
press their campaign to find
Madeleine and bring her home.

“It was more personal than
| ever could have imagined,’
McCann said.

The brief meeting came at the
end of Benedict's weekly general
audience, when he regularly sees
VIPs, visiting clergy, the sick and
others needing comfort. The
McCanns had a front-row seat
— arranged after British Cardinal
Cormac Murphy-O’Connor wrote
the Vatican on their behalf.

Ukraine official
suffers heart attack

KIEV, Ukraine — Interior
Minister Vasyl Tsushko, a cen-
tral figure in Ukraine's political
standoff between the president
and prime minister, has suffered
a heart attack, a ministry official
said Wednesday. She gave no
information on his condition.

Last week, after President
Viktor Yushchenko fired the
country’s prosecutor-general,
the Interior Ministry sent police
to surround the prosecutor's
office to prevent him from being
evicted. In the face of that defi-
ance, Yushchenko said he had
taken control of Interior Ministry’s
forces and sent some to the
capital, although Tsushko refused
to recognize the order.

The moves raised fears that
the dispute between Yushchenko
and Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych could spill over into
violence. Tsushko was being
treated in a hospital, said a min-
istry official who declined to give
her name in line with policy.

Meanwhile, mutual recrimina-
tions and disorder in parliament
scuttled plans to vote on the last
of the bills needed to call the
early elections, with each side
accusing the other of trying to
sabotage the agreement.

Bush picks leader
to head World Bank

WASHINGTON - President
Bush nominated Robert Zoellick
as leader of the World Bank
Wednesday.

“We need to put yesterday's
discord behind us and to focus
on the future together;’ Zoellick
said. “I believe that the World
Bank's best days are still to
come,’ said Zoellick, now an
executive at Wall Street giant
Goldman Sachs.

If approved by the World
Bank's 24-member board,
Zoellick, 53, will also bring to the
institution years of experience in
the foreign and economic policy
arenas under three Republican
presidents, starting with Ronald
Reagan.

World Trade Organization
Director-General Pascal Lamy
praised his “ability as a strategist,
as one who can broker compro-
mise and as one who has pro-
found interests in the concerns
of developing countries!

Villagers killed
in land protest

JAKARTA, Indonesia
— Indonesian marines shot and
killed five people on Java island
Wednesday during a violent pro-
test over a plot of land allegedly
owned by the force, officials said.

The victims were trying to stop
the marines from turning the
8,895-acre plot of land into a
military training site, the officials
said.

Nine other villagers were
wounded in the clash in
Pasuruan in East Java, said Lt.
Col. Boy Rafli Amar, chief of the
local police.

The troops had not violated
procedures, said Lt. Col. Toni
Syaiful, a marine spokesman.

“The marines tried negotiation,
but that failed, and then they fired
warning shots, but the villagers
turned more cruel and stabbed a
marine,” Syaiful said. The condi-
tion of the injured marine was not
immediately clear.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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closing prices
skyrocket

NEW YORK — Wall Street
shot higher Wednesday, sending
the Standard & Poor’'s 500 index
to its first record close in more
than seven years, as investors
grew more confident that the
Federal Reserve might cut inter-
est rates in the second half of
2007. The Dow Jones industrials
also reached a new closing high.

The S&P 500, considered by
traders as the best barometer
of U.S. stocks, surpassed the
record of 1,527.46, set March
24,2000, at the peak of the dot-
com boom, closing at 1,530.23,
up 12.12, or 0.80 percent.

The index of 500 of the
nation’s biggest companies was
powered by investors’ relief over
the minutes from the Fed's May
9 meeting of its Open Market
Committee. The central bankers
called inflation “uncomfortably
high,’ a stance that made it less
likely that the Fed would act to
cut interest rates.

Survey: Traveling
costlier than in ’06

NEW YORK — Summer travel-
ers already feeling the pinch of
higher gas prices may find that
lodging costs more too.

AAA found in its annual vaca-
tion costs survey, released
Wednesday, that combined lodg-
ing and restaurant costs were
3.7 percent higher than last year.

The survey found that a family
of four could expect to pay an
average of nearly $270 a day for
food and lodging this summer.

It said lodging rates averaged
$152 a night, up nearly 8 per-
cent from last year, while meals
were projected at $118, down
1.3 percent.

Woman charged
after keeping check

MINNEAPOLIS — An errant
computer keystroke led the state
to issue a $2.5 million check to
a school counselor — who spent
thousands on cars, jewelry and
electronics, prosecutors said.

Sabrina Walker, 37, was
charged Tuesday with theft by
swindle and concealing the pro-
ceeds of a crime. She remained
in jail Wednesday in lieu of
$200,000 bail.

The state's accounting sys-
tem was handling money for
the Department of Human
Services that was intended for
the Hennepin County Medical
Center when the check was
issued to Walker by mistake in
March.

Walker was in the state’s sys-
tem because she was once paid
$84 as a court witness. Her sys-
tem vendor number was only one
number off the hospital's number.

She has been placed on leave
until the case is resolved.

Court denies stay
in prostitution case

WASHINGTON - The
Supreme Court on Wednesday
denied a request to delay the
criminal case against a woman
accused of running a prostitution
ring in the nation’s capital.

Deborah Jeane Palfrey, 51, of
Vallejo, Calif., is accused of rack-
eteering by running a prostitution
ring that netted more than $2
million over 13 years, beginning
in 1993. Palfrey claims that her
escort service, Pamela Martin
and Associates, was legitimate.

Palfrey's attorney filed papers
last week asking for an emer-
gency stay of the case. The case
has drawn attention because of
her threats to expose high-profile
Washington officials. An ABC
News report this month men-
tioned NASA officials, military
officers, chief executives and a
career Justice Department pros-
ecutor as clients.

Publisher arrested
for meeting protest

BURLINGTON, N.C. —

Newspaper publisher Thomas
E. Boney Jr. was arrested for
trespassing on Tuesday after
refusing to leave the meeting of
the Burlington-Alamance Airport
Authority, which officials went
on to conduct behind closed
doors. He owns and edits The
Alamance News, a weekly news-
paper published in Graham.

Boney, 52, said he refused
to leave the meeting voluntarily
because the commissioners
refused to assure him they would
not discuss or vote on a pro-
posed financing package for land
bought to attract an unidentified
manufacturer.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TB carrier defends actions

CDC scrambles to find passengers
who sat near infected man on flights

By MIKE STOBBE

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A man with a
form of tuberculosis so danger-
ous he is under the first U.S.
government-ordered quaran-
tine since 1963 had health offi-
cials around the world scram-
bling Wednesday to find about
80 passengers who sat near him
on two trans-Atlantic flights.

The man told a newspaper
he took the first flight from
Atlanta to Europe for his wed-
ding, then the second flight
home because he feared he
might die without treatment
in the U.S.

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention Director Julie
Gerberding said Wednesday
that the CDC is working to find
passengers who may have been
exposed to the rare, danger-
ous strain. Health officials in
France said they have asked
Air France-KLM for passenger

lists, and the Italian Health
Ministry said it is tracing the
man’s movements.

“Is the patient himself highly
infectious? Fortunately, in this
case, he’s probably not,” Ger-
berding said. “We just have to
err on the side of caution.”

Dr. Martin Cetron, director
of the CDC’s division of global
migration and quarantine, said
Wednesday that the agency
was trying to contact 27 crew
members and about 80 pas-
sengers who sat in the five rows
surrounding the man— about
40 or 50 on the Air France flight
from Atlanta to Paris and about
30 passengers on the second
flight from Prague to Mon-
treal.

Health officials said the man
had been advised not to fly and
knew he could expose others
when he boarded the jets.

The man, who declined to be
identified because of the stig-
ma attached to his diagnosis,
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told The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution that doctors didn’t
order him not to fly and only
suggested he put off his long-
planned wedding in Greece.
He knew he had a drug-resis-
tant form of tuberculosis, but
he didn’t realize the dangers
until he was already in Europe

He flew to Paris on May 12
aboard Air France Flight 385,
also listed as Delta Air Lines
codeshare Flight 8517. While he

was in Europe, health authori-
ties told him tests had revealed
his TB was a rare, “extensive-
ly drug-resistant” form and
ordered him into isolation.

Instead, the man flew from
Prague to Montreal on May 24
aboard Czech Air Flight 0104,
then drove into the United
States at Champlain, N.Y. He is
now at Atlanta’s Grady Memo-
rial Hospital in respiratoryiso-
lation.

People gather on the Carquinez Bridge to watch two lost whales
make their way toward the Pacific Ocean on Tuesday. The whales
were last spotted near the Golden Gate Bridge and may have

Bush doubles
AIDS package

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush urged Congress on
Wednesday to authorize $30
billion more to fight AIDS in
Africa over five years, doubling
the current U.S. commitment.

The money would provide
treatment for 2.5 million peo-
ple under the President’s Emer-
gency Program for AIDS Relief,
Bush said.

Through March 31, the pro-
gram had supported treat-
ment for 1.1 million people in
15 countries, mostly in Africa,
he said. The program’s origi-
nal five-year mandate, which
called for spending $15 billion,
expires in September 2008, and
Bush asked Congress to renew
it.

“When I took office, an HIV
diagnosis in Africa’s poor-

est communities was usual-
ly a death sentence. Parents
watched their babies die need-
lessly because local clinics
lacked effective treatments,”
the president said.

“Once again, the generosity
of the American people is one
of the great untold stories of
our time.”

White House press secretary
Tony Snow said the specific
goals for the next five years
call for treatment of 2.5 mil-
lion people, prevention of more
than 12 million new infections
and the care of more than 12
million people, including 5
million orphans and children.

The president said the mon-
ey “will be spent wisely,” in
nations where it can have the
greatest possible impact and
be sustainable.

Bush also announced that

JACQUELYN MARTIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kennyi Aouad, 11, of Terre Haute, Ind., laughs before correctly
spelling ‘Sardoodledom’ at Wednesday's National Spelling Bee.

JoEL RoseNBAUM / THE REPORTER

slipped back into the ocean after a two-week sojourn that took
them 90 miles up the Sacramento River, scientists said Wednes-

day.

J. ScotT APPLEWHITE / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Bush holds Baron Misima Loyiso Tantoh of South Africa.
Tantoh's mother, Manyongo Mosima Tantoh, left, is HIV-positive. At
center is Coptic Orthodox Church Bishop Paul Yowakim.

his wife, Laura, will visit four
African countries — Zambia,
Mali, Mozambique and Senegal
— that have benefited from the
U.S. program and report back
to him on her findings. The trip
will take place June 25-29.

The president’s announce-

Spelling

By JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For most
kids, the appearance of the
word “Bewusstseinslage” on
any kind of test would be rea-
son to shriek in horror. For
Matthew Evans, it was cause
for joy.

“My favorite word!” said the
12-year-old boy from Albuquer-
que, N.M.

The 80th Scripps National
Spelling Bee began Wednes-
day by reducing a record field
of 286 spellers to the 59 who
will return for the semifinals
and finals Thursday, with the
champion crowned on national
television in prime time for the
second consecutive year. Most

ment comes before next week’s
annual summit of industrial-
ized nations in Heiligendamm,
Germany. Germany is pledging
to make Africa a central issue
and is calling for more aid, fur-
ther debt relief and improved
financial oversight.

AP

The other passengers on the
flights are not considered at
high risk of infection because
tests indicated the amount of
TB bacteria in the man was
low, Cetron said.

A Canadian official said it
appeared unlikely that the
man spread the disease on the
flight into Canada.

The man is not facing pros-
ecution, health officials said.

Law could
overload
system

Employers worry

about proposed

citizenship checks
By SUZANNE GAMBOA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
nation’s employers say a major
problem with system overload
is on the way if Congress forces
them to prove, electronically,
that all their workers are legal.

Currently, 16,727 employers
check employees through a
system called the Electronic
Employer Verification System.
They have checked 1.77 mil-
lion employees, according to
Citizenship and Immigration
Services, an agency within the
Homeland Security Depart-
ment.

Current law leaves it to
employers to verify that they
are hiringlegal workers. Immi-
gration legislation pending
in the Senate would require
that Social Security numbers,
identification and other infor-
mation supplied by all U.S.
workers be run through the
system. Employers would have
to check all new hires within 18
months of the law’s enactment,
and check all other employees
within three years.

That could mean millions
more employers logging on to
a system that, right now, is still
under development.

“T just don’t think this is a
realistic approach,” said Susan
R. Meisinger, president of the
Society for Human Resource
Management, a suburban
Washington-based associa-
tion of human resources pro-
fessionals. To get to all new
hires in a year, she said, the
Homeland Security Depart-
ment would have to sign up
20,000 employers a day.

There are an estimated 7
million to 8 million employers
and 140 million employees in
the U.S., business and labor
officials say. Under the Senate
proposal, employers who have
illegal workers on the payroll
could face fines from $5,000
per worker up to $75,000 and
six months in jail per worker.

Homeland officials are test-
ing a program now with about
50 employers that will allow
checks of photos on green
cards, used by legal permanent
residents, to verify identities.

bee opens in D.C.

25 WORDS
USED TO ELIMINATE CONTESTANTS

19. syssarcosis

20. vernier

21. quale

22. noesis

23. scytale

24. ylem

25. Bewusstseinslage

1. icicle 10. solmizate
2. hawthorn 11. mien

3. bizarre 12. Ananias
4. colossus 13. takt

5. tarantula 14. halobiont
6. ciao 15. peirastic
7. malocclusion 16. retablo
8. succorance 17. Tetrazzini
9. demur 18. haricot

of the paring was done with a
25-word multiple-choice test,
followed by three oral rounds
that featured a display of
confidence, nervousness and
befuddlement — not to men-
tion sheer relief when a guess
proved correct.

The champion receives
$35,000 cash, a $5,000 schol-

arship, a $2,500 savings bond
and a complete set of reference
works.

Samir Patel, 13, of Col-
leyville, is back for the fifth
year after placing third, 27th,
second and 14th.

The final rounds of the Bee
will air today on ESPN at9 a.m.
and ABC at 7 p.m.
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Infant will be

placed in foster

care temporarily
BYANGELA K. BROWN

The Associated Press

HUDSON OAKS — After
gathering the courage to leave
her common-law husband and
moving into her own mobile
home, Gilberta Estrada was
making a better life for herself
and her four young daughters
just a few years after arriving
from Tamaulipas, Mexico.

She was even planning her 8-
month-old daughter’s baptism.
So the news that she hanged her
children and herself stunned
the staff of the women’s shel-
ter where she stayed for three
months last year.

“Obviously every client that
comes into the shelter is going
to have a difficult time, and
at times she was sad, but she
was so eager to do better for her
daughters,” Evelyn Haro, a case
worker at SafeHaven of Tarrant
County said Wednesday. “There
was nothing to raise a red flag
to me. She would always have
a smile, and she loved, loved,
loved those little girls.”

Alejandra Estrada, wor-
ried after learning her sister
had failed to show up for work
Tuesday, broke into the trailer
and found the woman and the
four girls hanging in a closet
from clothing tied around their
necks. Only baby Evelyn Frayre,
named in honor of the case
worker, was alive.

Dr. Kimberly Aaron, medical
director of emergency servic-
es at Cook Children’s Medical

IT TAKES TWO TO TANGLE

Center in Fort Worth, called the
infant a “miracle.”

The doctor attributed the
baby’s survival to the fact that
she weighed only 20 pounds
and her neck was protected by
fatty tissue that kept it from
breaking while she was sus-
pended in the closet.

The baby has no brain dam-
age, and no long-term problems
are expected, Aaron said. Baby
Evelyn’s constant smile, bab-
bling and bouncing to music
charmed the nurses, she add-
ed.

The infant was released
Wednesday to Child Protective
Services, which will place her
with a foster family while other
options are being considered.

The child’s father, Gregorio
Frayre Rodriguez, went to the
hospital but was not allowed
to see the baby because of a

STEVE TRAYNOR / KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

Harker Heights High School plays host to a youth soccer camp, where Cory Leclerc of Killeen, top,
and Jonathan Gay of Harker Heights, work on possession drills during camp on Wednesday.

Bexar jail bursting at seams

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN ANTONIO — Bexar
County criminal justice offi-
cials were expediting cases and
setting up temporary beds to
handle an overflow of inmates
following the Memorial Day
weekend.

The Bexar County Jail’s
inmate population reached
4,608 on Tuesday, exceeding
its capacity by 316 beds, offi-
cials said. The jail was already
above capacity before the holi-
day weekend.

“Our population has
bounced way up in the last
60 days, and I don’t know
why,” County Judge Nelson
Wolff said. “It’s an efficiency

problem, and then not treat-
ing (mentally ill or addicted)
people and instead throwing
them in jail.”

Bexar County has grown
by more than 370,000 people
since the jail was built in 1988,
according to the U.S. Census
Bureau.

Dennis McKnight, the coun-
ty’s jail administrator, said the
overcrowding problem was
“beyond critical.”

The county obtained an
extra 64 beds from the Ameri-
can Red Cross on Friday. Some
inmates were already housed
in nearby counties, which
face their own capacity issues,
McKnight said.

“At this point, everyone has a

Student bikes to school,

By JASON SMITH

The Brazosport Facts

CLUTE — A student slipping
his backpack over his shoul-
ders, throwing a leg over the
seat of the bicycle and grinning
on his way to school doesn’t
sound like much of a story.

Unless you're talking about
19-year-old Jeremy Royston.

On his trip to school, he
braves busy Highway 332, filled
with impatient drivers and 18-
wheelers.

And he’s not making a casu-
al trip to the neighborhood
school but pushing the pedals
on his bike for 15 miles. Each
way. Every day.

Without his determination,
he wouldn’t have been able to
walk across the stage during
Brazosport High School’s com-
mencement ceremony Satur-
day night at Hopper Field to
receive his diploma.

Royston grew up in Freeport
and moved with his mother

to Pearland in sixth grade, he
said. When he was a sopho-
more, he decided to move back
to Freeport to live with his sis-
ter and help raise her three
kids.

“My father passed away from
lung cancer when I was 1, and
through stories my mother has
told me, he worked very hard
to provide for my mom and us
kids,” Royston said. “I wanted
to be like him and help out like
he did.”

Royston helped his sister
with the Social Security check
he received every month and
took care of the kids when she
left early for her job, he said.

He was able to get to Brazo-
sport High School with ease
because it was close to his
home.

Then in the first semester of
his senior year, Royston’s sister
moved to Lake Jackson, and he
moved with her.

“I'wanted to continue going
to Brazosport High School, so I

bed or will be assigned a bed,”
McKnight said Tuesday.

Court administrators said
they were reviewing cases to
determine whether bonds
could be reduced. The district
attorney’s office was also work-
ing to push cases forward.

“There’s no magic bullet,”
said Jim Kopp, intake chief at
the district attorney’s office.
“It’s just constant work.”

McKnight said the county
needs to address overcrowd-
ing by either considering a new
facility or a “complete change
in thinking as to who gets
arrested and why.”

“Because frankly, I've pulled
all the rabbits out of my hat,”
McKnight said.

graduation

walked,” Royston said. “I wasn’t
going to stay athome. I thought
of it as exercise.”

Even though Royston always
made it to school, he got lots of
tardy slips.Royston had to meet
with a judge for his tardiness
and they agreed the best solu-
tion was the Student Acceler-
ated Instruction and Learn-
ing Program at the Lighthouse
Learning Center in Clute.

Royston moved back to Free-
port with his sister around
Christmas and, after receiving
a bicycle, started pedaling to
school.

For the next five months,
Royston got up every day at 5
a.m., helped dress his nephews
and niece, fed them breakfast,
and walked them to school, he
said. Then he took his 15-mile
ride to the Lighthouse Learn-
ing Center.

He would stay after classes
to tutor peers and also took
time at the alternative school
to help motivate other students

protective court order issued
in August after Gilberta Estrada
claimed he abused her and tried
to hit one of the children.

Attempts to reach Frayre, 38,
on Wednesday were not suc-
cessful.

Autopsies were being per-
formed Wednesday.

A fund to help relatives with
funeral expenses has been set
up at Wells Fargo banks under
the name Estrada Memorial
Fund, Haro said.

Gilberta Estrada claimed
Frayre had been abusive since
the couple began living togeth-
er in 2003, at times pulling her
hair, slapping her, trying to
strangle her and once forcing
her to have sex, according to
court documents.

He once raised his hand to
5-year-old Maria when the girls
were fighting over a toy, and

Mom ‘loved those little girls’

then kicked Estrada and pulled
the phone out of her hand when
she tried calling 911, according
to documents.

Estrada said Frayre was the
father of Yaneth “Janet,” 3, and
Magaly Frayre, 21 months.

Estrada said she stayed in the
abusive relationship because
she had been too afraid to call
police, fearing she might be
deported, Haro said.

Just two weeks ago, Estrada
called Haro to ask if she had
received some pictures of the
children. Haro said she asked
about the baby’s upcoming
baptism, and Estrada told her
she would be invited.

“I'm in shock because that
was the last person I would
expect something like that to
happen to,” Haro said. “She was
my success story. I told her, T'm
so proud of you.”

Escaped thief
recaptured

Off-duty officer
spots fleeing felon
on jogging trail

BYJOE STINEBAKER
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — A 25-year-old
prison escapee was captured
Wednesday on a jogging trail
behind the Harris County
Jail — headquarters for one
of the largest contingents of
law enforcement officers in the
state of Texas.

Andrew Dell Coley traveled
only about seven blocks dur-
ing his 30 hours on the lam
before an off-duty university
police chief jogging near the
jail nabbed him.

Coley, a convicted car thief
from Galveston County, appar-
ently lacked a plan after escap-
ing from the South Texas Inter-
mediate Sanction Facility in
downtown Houston on Mon-
day evening. He was spotted
by Chief Rick Boyle of the Uni-
versity of Houston-Downtown
Police Department, who jogs
the trail regularly.

Boyle, clad only in shorts and

a T-shirt, recognized Coley’s
tattoo from information sent
to law enforcement and ran
to the university to summon
help. Boyle then watched Coley
until help could arrive. Coley
noticed he was being watched
and continued his run of self-
inflicted bad luck.

“I don’t know if he knew
where he was, because he ran
straight toward the jail,” Boyle
said. Boyle caught up with the
escapee and took him into cus-
tody. He marched Coley inside
the jail, where he is now being
held on an escape charge.

Michelle Lyons, a spokes-
woman for the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice, said
officials believe Coley escaped
by getting through a layer of
fencing into a ventilation sys-
tem that runs to another part
of the building. He then appar-
ently kicked out a wall panel
and fled. He had been in cus-
tody since January 2006.

The private prison, which
can hold up to 450 inmates,
is operated under contract by
The GEO Group, Inc., a private
corrections firm based in Boca
Raton, Fla.

Former ally to run
for Craddick’s post

By APRIL CASTRO

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Democrat Sylves-
ter Turner, the second-rank-
ing member of the House and
longtime ally of Republican
House Speaker Tom Craddick,
said Wednesday he’s joining
the growing number of can-
didates challenging Craddick
for the top spot when his term
expires in 2009.

Turner is the seventh law-
maker to announce his can-
didacy in recent weeks, part
of a movement among legisla-
tors unhappy with Craddick’s
win-at-all-costs leadership
style. The unrest reached fever
pitch over the weekend with an
attempt to kick Craddick out of
office 18 months early.

Turner, the House speaker
pro tempore, is one of a hand-
ful of Democrats who support
Craddick. Craddick trusted
Turner enough in recent days

Sylvester Turner

to allow him to preside over
the House during a recent coup
attempt by Craddick critics.

“I don’t ever want to have
another legislative session like
the one just completed where
taking care of the people’s busi-
ness took a back seat to politi-
cal agendas,” Turner said.

LAura McKENziE / THE BRAZOSPORT FACTS

Jeremy Royston, left, said his parents’ plight inspired him to help
students at the Lighthouse Learning Center in Clute.

through tough times.

He also spends spare time
mentoring children at the Boys
and Girls Club in Freeport.

“I'm so proud of Jeremy, and I
know he will be able to achieve
whatever he sets his mind to,”
his mother, Evelyn Tademy,
said.

Royston does not plan to
stop his education and wants
to go to college at Florida State
University.

“I hope I can walk on the
basketball team and get a
scholarship; if not, then I'll pay
for it,” Royston said. “Either
way, I'm going.

STATE AREA
Austin police

turn down
b JE ¢ b
TV’s "Cops

AUSTIN - City officials have
decided not to allow the reality
television show “Cops” to film
Austin police for its long-running
chronicle of officers on daily
patrol duty.

City officials said the show
only depicts a small, sensational
part of officers’ jobs. The show's
film crews had been set to arrive
in Austin this month.

Officer Joe Munoz, a vice
president of the Austin Police
Association, said officers would
have been proud to showcase
their work.

The show has filmed numer-
ous law enforcement agencies

in Texas over the years, including
the Travis County Sheriff's Office.

Game warden dies
when boat capsizes

GLEN ROSE - A Texas
game warden died and another
was injured Wednesday when
their boat capsized while they
were searching for the body of a
drowning victim, authorities said.

Teyran “Ty" Patterson, 28,
drowned, and Danny Tuggle was
airlifted to a Fort Worth hospital
but his condition was not imme-
diately known, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department said.

Patterson and Tuggle were
on the Paluxy River, about 60
miles southwest of Fort Worth,
in search of a 17-year-old drown-
ing victim. Heavy rain across the
state has left at least six dead.
The storms have dumped as
much as 10 inches of rain in
some parts of the state.

Pilot dies in crash
at Boerne air strip

SAN ANTONIO - The pilot
of a single-engine plane died
Wednesday when his craft
crashed north of Boerne.

The plane, piloted by 39-year-
old John Howard Key, crashed
while taking off from a private
runway owned by his parents,
said Kendall County Sheriff's
Chief Deputy Matt King.

The plane, which was headed
to Houston, burst into flames
when it crashed, King said.

Officer kills 1 after
being hit by van

EL PASO - A police officer
fatally shot a car-theft suspect
after being struck by the sus-
pect's getaway van, authorities
said.

Officers closed in on four
suspects Tuesday night at Cielo
Vista Mall, police said. The men
fled in a van, which hit an offi-
cer's unmarked car. The officer
got out of the car and was hit by
the van.

The officer fired at least one
round and struck the driver, who
died at the scene. The three
other suspects were arrested.

Police did not release the
names of the officer or the victim.
The officer’s injuries weren't life
threatening, police said.

TXU Corp. sale now
likely after session

DALLAS - The Texas
Legislature passed no laws cut-
ting prices for electricity and
protecting consumers from over-
grown utility companies before
the end of the session, making
the debated $32 billion sale of
TXU Corp. more likely than ever
to be completed.

TXU is being bought by an
investor group led by private
equity firms Kohlberg Kravis
Roberts & Co. and TPG, formerly
Texas Pacific Group. The buyers
had lobbied against many of the
proposals in Austin.

Gas leak causes
blast that injures 5

CLEBURNE — A natural gas
main leak caused a house explo-
sion injuring five people, a city
official said Wednesday.The leak
migrated into the sewer system
and caused an accumulation of
gas in the house, which erupted
Tuesday when someone inside
lit a cigarette, Cleburne City
Manager Chester Nolen said.

“As far as we know, they are
serious injuries, but not life-
threatening,” he said.

On Wednesday afternoon,
Joyce Sanderson, 44, was in crit-
ical condition; Steve Sanderson,
49, was in serious condition;
Hazel Pawlik, 64, was in critical
condition; David Pawlik, 66, was
in fair condition. A 9-year-old girl
was also hospitalized.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Sgt. Tawan Williamson goes through the process of being fitted for a prosthetic leg at
Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio. Williamson's left leg was shredded in Iraq
when a bomb blew up under his Humvee in June 2006. Less than a year after the attack,

ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Williamson plans to take up a new assignment as an Army job counselor and affirmative
action officer in Okinawa, Japan. The military is putting many more amputees back on
active duty, even back into combat, in some cases.

ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Williamson goes through therapy on a wave machine at Brooke Army Medical
Center. Wave machine treatment will help him regain balance.

Read

O SCrve,

After treatment, amputee
soldiers remain active

By MICHELLE ROBERTS

Associated Press Writer

AN ANTONIO —In the

blur of smoke and blood

after abomb blew up

under his Humvee in

Iraq, Sgt. Tawan William-
son looked down at his shredded
leg and knew it couldn’t be saved.
His military career, though,
pulled through.

Less than a year after the
attack, Williamson is back again
with a high-tech prosthetic
leg and plans to take up a new
assignment, probably by the fall,
as an Army job counselor and
affirmative action officer in Oki-
nawa, Japan.

In an about-face by the Penta-
gon, the military is putting many
more amputees back on active
duty — even back into combat, in
some cases.

Williamson, a 30-year-old Chi-
cago native who is missing his left
leg below the knee and three toes
on the other foot, acknowledged
that some will be skeptical of a
maimed soldier back in uniform.

“But I let my job show for itself,”
he said. “At this point, I'm done
proving. I just get out there and
doit”

Previously, a soldier who lost
alimb almost automatically
received a quick discharge, a dis-
ability check and an appointment
with the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

But since the start of the Iraq
war, the military has begun hold-
ing on to amputees, treating
them in rehabilitation programs
like the one at Fort Sam Houston
in San Antonio, and promising to
help them return to active duty if
that is what they want.

“The mindset of our Army
has changed, to the extent that
we realize the importance of all
our soldiers and what they can
contribute to our Army. Some-
one who loses alimb is still a
very valuable asset,” said Lt. Col.
Kevin Arata, a spokesman for the
Army’s Human Resources Com-
mand at the Pentagon.

Better prosthetics and treat-
ment regimens also have
improved amputees’ ability to
regain mobility.

So far, the Army has treated
nearly 600 service members
who have come back from Iraq
or Afghanistan without an arm,
leg, hand or foot. Thirty-one have
returned to active duty, and no
one who asked to remain in the
service has been discharged,
Arata said.

Most of those who return to
active duty are assigned as an
instructor or to a desk job, away
from combat. Only a few — the
Army doesn’t keep track of exact-
ly how many — have returned to
the war zone, and only at their
insistence, Arata said.

To go back into the war zone,
amputee soldiers have to prove

gain

they can do the job without put-
ting themselves or others at risk.

One amputee who returned
to combat in Iraq, Maj. David
Rozelle, is now helping design
the amputee program at Walter
Reed Medical Center in Washing-
ton. He has counted seven other
amputees who have lost at least
part of a hand or foot and have
gone back to combat in Iraq.

The 34-year-old from Austin
said he felt duty-bound to return
after losing his right foot to aland
mine in Iraq.

“It sounds ridiculous, but you
feel guilty that you're back home
safe,” he said. “Our country is
engaged in a war. I felt it was my
responsibility as a leader in the
Army to continue.”

Williamson is regaining his
strength and balance at the
new $50 million Center for the
Intrepid, built to rehabilitate
military amputees. A hurdler
in high school, he ran the Army
minimum of two miles for the
first time in mid-May, managing
a 10-minute-per-mile pace on his
C-shaped prosthetic running leg
decorated with blue flames.

He is working out five days a
week — running, lifting weights
and doing pool exercises — and
just got his first ride on a wave
machine used to improve bal-
ance.

“I could leave here today if they
told me I had to,” Williamson
said.

ERric GAY / AsSOCIATED PRESS

Williamson gets fitted for a prosthetic leg at Brooke Army Medical Cen-

ter.

ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Williamson goes through therapy at Brooke Army Medical Center.
Williamson is running again with a high-tech prosthetic leg and plans to

return to active duty possibly by fall.
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Law keeps
documents
from public

Vote recording, weapon licenses
among newly closed Texas records

By JiMm VERTUNO
The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Concealed hand-
gun permits are now off limits.
Search warrant information
could be kept under wraps for
two months.

In the 140-day regular ses-
sion that ended Monday, the
Texas Legislature put some key
restrictions on what the public
has a right to know and when.

Journalists lost their bid to
get limited immunity from
being forced to reveal their
confidential sources in court.
But in what many consider a
victory for open government,
Texas voters will decide wheth-
er lawmakers must record their
votes on final passage of bills.

No bill was lobbied hard-
er by media groups than the
shield law for reporters. The
“Free Flow of Information Act”
would have protected journal-
ists from being compelled to

“IT’S SOMETHING
WE'D LIKE TO GET
PASSED IN THE
NEXT SESSION.”

— KEN WHALEN,
TExAS DAILY
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

testify about, disclose or pro-
duce confidential information
in civil or criminal court cases,
with certain exceptions.

Thirty-four states have a
journalists’ privilege, and Con-
gress is contemplating one.

The bill ran into opposition
from Texas prosecutors but still
passed the Senate. Supporters
expected it to pass the House,
but it was killed on a technical-
ity without a vote.

Please see FOI, Page 2
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President Bush outlines his plan for major nations to agree on a
global emissions goal for greenhouse gases Thursday.

Bush: Emission
goal necessary

By TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush, seeking to reduce
international criticism of the
U.S. record on climate change,
on Thursday urged 15 major
nations to agree by the end of
next year on a global target for
reducing greenhouse gases.

Bush called for the first in
a series of meetings to begin
this fall, bringing together
countries identified as major
emitters of greenhouse gases
blamed for global warming.

The list would include the
United States, China, India
and major European countries.
After setting a goal, the nations
would develop their own strat-
egies to meet the target.

Bush’s proposal was wel-
comed by other leaders, who
have been critical of the U.S.
approach.

“I'think it is positive, and the

“FOR THE FIRST
TIME, AMERICA’S
SAYING IT WANTS

TO BE PART OF A
GLOBAL DEAL.”

— ToNY BLAIR

U.S. president’s speech makes
it clear that no one can avoid
the question of global warming
anymore,” German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel said. “This
is common ground on which
to act.”

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair called Bush’s plan “a big
step forward.”

“For the first time, America’s
saying it wants to be part of a
global deal,” Blair said. “For

Please see BUSH, Page 2
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Hurricane season brings sense of foreboding

The Associated Press

Katrina was the perfect storm — a
catastrophic combo of the wrong hur-
ricane in the wrong place at the wrong
time — but that doesn’t mean that his-
tory can’t repeat itself, leaving another
city obliterated by another tempest.

It can.

And as we enter what weather fore-
casters are euphemistically calling
another “active season,” citizens and
civil servants from Texas to New Eng-
land are asking themselves: Where’s
the next New Orleans?

The Associated Press has pinpointed
five of the most vulnerable U.S. coastal
spots.

Among them: Galveston, Texas, sit-
ting uneasily by the Gulf of Mexico, its

residents limited to a single evacuation
route; Miami, full of elderly people and
others who might be trapped; and
New York City, long spared a major
storm but susceptible to a calamity
of submerged subways and refugees
caught in horrendous traffic jams.

Like so many other places, they are
vulnerable because of geography. But
mostly, they are imperiled because
Americans have a love affair with the
coast.

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates
that 35 million people — 12 percent
of the population — live in the coastal
counties most threatened by Atlantic
hurricanes. That figure has more than
tripled since 1950, and the census isn’t

Please see STORMS, Page 2

Is one of these five
locations the next
New Orleans?

See Page 2

Meet the man who
names the storms.
See Page 5

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ex-KGB spy

Spammer pleads

faults Brits
in poisoning

BY VLADIMIR ISACHEKNOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — After months
of saying verylittle, the former
KGB agent accused of poison-
ing Alexander Litvinenko said
in a statement Thursday that
Britain’s secret services may
have had a hand in the poi-
soning

Andrei Lugovoi’s sensation-
al claim, certain to further
damage relations between
Moscow and London, was
part of an elaborate tale that
included a secret codebook
and a supposed British plot
to smear Russian President

Directors are heart, soul of films

By DAVID GERMAIN

sequel, the same filmmaker continues to oversee

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Fans would have trouble
imagining a “Spider-Man” movie without Tobey
Maguire or a “Pirates of the Caribbean” flick with-

out Johnny Depp.

At least as important, however, are the men

behind the camera. Unlike Hollywood in ear-
lier days, when any old director might take on a

Andrei Lugovoi

Vladimir Putin.

But he offered no evidence
to back his claims, and for
some his explanation created
more confusion than clarity.

Litvinenko, a renegade
member of the Russian secret
services hated by many former
colleagues, died in a London
hospital last November after
ingesting radioactive poloni-
um-210. He accused Putin on
his deathbed of being behind
his killing — charges the
Kremlin has angrily denied.

Lugovoi, who met with Lit-
vinenko on Nov. 1 in London,

Please see SPY, Page 2

not guilty to charges

BY GENE JOHNSON
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A 27-year-old
man described as one of the
world’s most prolific spam-
mers was arrested Wednes-
day, and federal authorities
said computer users across the
Web could notice a decrease
in the amount of junk e-mail.

Robert Alan Soloway is
accused of using networks
of compromised “zombie”
computers to send out mil-
lions upon millions of spam
e-mails.

“He’s one of the top 10

spammers in the world,”
said Tim Cranton, a Micro-
soft Corp. lawyer and senior
director of the company’s
Worldwide Internet Safety
Programs. “He’s a huge prob-
lem for our customers. This is
avery good day.”

A federal grand jury last
week returned a 35-count
indictment against Soloway
charging him with mail fraud,
wire fraud, e-mail fraud,
aggravated identity theft and
money laundering.

Soloway pleaded not guilty

Please see ARREST, Page 2

“HE’S A HUGE PROBLEM FOR OUR CUSTOMERS.
THIS IS A VERY GOOD DAY.”

— TiMm CRANTON, MICROSOFT CORP. ATTORNEY

the latest installments of most big franchises out
this summer.

It costs more going in, but the box-office results
can be far greater when a studio brings back
directors such as Sam Raimi for all three “Spider-
Man” films or Gore Verbinski for the “Pirates of
the Caribbean” trilogy.

PHOTOS BY MATT SAYLES / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Returning directors Gore Verbinski and Sam Raimi oversee the third installments of

Please see MOVIES, Page2  {heir movie franchises.
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FOI: Activist says journalists harmed by sealed records

— Continued from Page 1

Opponents said the bill could
hinder criminal prosecutions.

“The prosecutors did every-
thing they could to muddy the
water on this to try to keep it
from passing. We were going to
win,” said Ken Whalen of the
Texas Daily Newspaper Asso-
ciation. “It’s something we’d
like to get passed in the next
session.”

Lawmakers restricted public
access to concealed handgun
permits and to information
police file when they want a
search warrant.

Concealed handgun licenses
had been public information
since the law was passed in
1995. The entire list would not
be furnished, but a requester
could ask whether a specific
person held a permit.

That changed with a bill filed

by Rep. Patrick Rose, D-Drip-
ping Springs. Republican Gov.
Rick Perry has already signed
the measure into law and it took
effectimmediately.

The Associated Press request-
ed concealed handgun license
information in 2005 for all 150
state representatives and 31
senators. DPS records showed
that 30 Texas lawmakers had
permits at that time. Rose and
Sen. Bob Deuell, R-Greenville,

who sponsored the Senate ver-
sion of this year’s legislation,
were not among those with
licenses.

Joel White, immediate past
president and current mem-
ber of the board of directors
of the Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas, said seal-
ing those records won'’t allow
the media and public to track
whether licenses are given to
felons or other people who

The devastation of Galveston by Hurricane Isaac in 1900 is shown homes were destroyed during the storm. Galveston has only one
in a file photo. Approximately 8,000 people died, and most of the escape route, which takes refugees through Houston.

STORMS: Coastal homes at great risk

— Continued from Page 1

even counting the Northern
coastal states.

“When I was growing up on
the Redneck Riviera, most of
the stuff we built was built out
of plywood, and you built it
with your cousins on a week-
end,” said Margaret Davidson,
director of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-

istration’s Coastal Services
Center.

“And what we now have
strewn across the coast is a
bunch of McMansions.”

And according to William
Gray, a researcher based at
Colorado State University,
those hulking houses may face
a battering this year.

In an updated forecast
released Thursday, he pre-

dicted a 74 percent chance of
a major hurricane hitting the
U.S. coast in the season that
begins today.

He foresees 17 named storms
and nine hurricanes, five of
them intense.

So, where’s the next New
Orleans?

Pick a place on the coast, and
there’s a worst-case scenario.
The calamities those places

face are less about Mother
Nature’s caprices than they are
about the human variety.

“If we really want to stop
hurricane losses, we really
have to slow down the kind of
growth that’s happening along
the coast,” said Jay Baker, a
geography professor at Florida
State University, “rather than
worrying about how many hur-
ricanes are going to come.”

Top FIVE Hurricane Spots

Four years ago, Category 2 Hurricane
Isabel’s 8-foot storm surge washed out

1) Lake Okeechobee,
Belle Glade, Fla.

Areportissued last year has called the
dike “a grave and imminent danger” and
puts the probability of a breach by 2010
at 50-50 without any major repairs.

2) Galveston

After Hurricane Isaac killed over

3) New York City

8,000 people in 1900, Galveston has

been protected by a 18-foot seawall.
Officials say a Category 3 hurricane
could wipe out the seawall, and a Cate-
gory 5 would put most of the city under

water.

Although the city’s main weather con-
cern is usually snow, hurricanes have hit
Manbhattan every 90 years or so. Flood-
ing could put most of lower Manhattan
under water, much like an 1821 hur-
ricane that flooded all the way to Canal
Street with a 13-foot storm surge.

4) Outer Banks, N.C.

As a vacation site that hosts nearly
5 million visitors each year, the Outer
Banks are in danger of losing almost

5) Miami

a third of a mile of Hatteras Island.

Since Hurricane Andrew, a Category
5, made landfall just south of Miami in
1992, local analysts have continually

run simulations and tests to examine

75 percent of the islands in the event of
another storm of Katrina’s magnitude.

JoEY CASTILLO / THE DAILY TEXAN

Nine interns and five instructors will complete a training workshop
today. They are (front) George Sylvie, Beth Butler, Amy Zerba,
Cristi Parker, Gregory B. Finley, Bradley Wilson, Ryan Claunch,
Jackie Stone, David Ok, Griff Singer; (back) Katie Armstrong, Car-
rie Garza, Joel Gehringer and Bre Thomas.

the potential impact of a major storm on
the city. The most recent hurricane to
hit Miami directly was in 1928; the bar-
rier island off southern Florida flooded,
bringing the ocean into Miami.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dow Jones interns
trained as editors

Nine college students and
recent college graduates are
headed to paid copy editing
internships on eight daily
newspapers after completing
two weeks of intensive prepara-
tion at the University of Texas
at Austin.

They are among a select
group of 104 placed in intern-
ships in copy editing, business
reporting and online journal-
ism as part of a nationally com-
petitive program funded by the
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, a
foundation of the Dow Jones

Co., and participating news-
papers.

The School of Journalism at
UT, one of nine workshop sites
for copy editors, has been part
of the program for 10 years.

Participants in the UT work-
shop were involved in news-
paper copy editing, design
and production assignments
moderated by newspaper pro-
fessionals and UT journalism
faculty.

The UT Newspaper Fund
interns will report for intern-
ships of 10-14 weeks.

shouldn’t have them.

Another bill allows judges
to seal search warrant affida-
vits for up to 60 days. The bill
is awaiting action by Perry to
become law.

Currently, a sworn affidavit
filed to support a search war-
rant is public information once
the warrant is executed and
Texas courts have ruled it be
made immediately available.
The affidavits can provide

details on alleged crimes and
explain why police need the
warrant.

Prosecutors and law enforce-
ment officials argued they
sometimes include informa-
tion that could result in the
destruction of evidence or put
witnesses in danger.

But White said the new law
harms the public by putting a
delay on an important check of
police powers.

SPY: Agent says dead man
asked him to discredit Putin

— Continued from Page 1

hours before the former agent
fell ill, described the British
accusations against him as an
effort to shift suspicion from
British spy services, which he
said might be implicated in the
crime. He said Litvinenko tried
to recruit him to work for MI6,
Britain’s foreign intelligence
agency, and to gather compro-

mising materials about Putin
and his family.

“It’s hard to get rid of the
thought that Litvinenko was an
agent who got out of the secret
service’s control and was elimi-
nated,” Lugovoi said. “Even if
it was not done by the secret
service itself, it was done under
its control or connivance.”

The British Foreign Office
declined comment.

BUSH: Some laud Bush’s
plan for global warming

— Continued from Page 1

the first time it’s setting its own
domestic targets. For the first
time it’s saying it wants a global
target for the reduction of emis-
sions, and therefore for the first
time I think the opportunity for
a proper global deal.”

Germany will host the G-
8 summit on June 6, where
global warming will be a major
topic.

The nations’ leaders are pro-
posing a target allowing global
temperatures to increase no
more than 2 degrees Celsius
— the equivalent of 3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit — before being
brought back down. Experts
said that change means a glob-
al reduction in emissions of 50
percent below 1990 levels by

2050.

“The United States takes
this issue seriously,” Bush said.
“The new initiative I'm out-
lining today will contribute to
the important dialogue that
will take place in Germany next
week.”

Along with his call for a global
emissions goal, Bush urged oth-
er nations to eliminate tariffs on
clean energy technologies.

Environmental groups were
quick to criticize Bush’s plan.

Friends of the Earth presi-
dent Brent Blackwelder called
the proposal “a complete cha-
rade. It is an attempt to make
the Bush administration look
like it takes global warming
seriously without actually
doing anything to curb emis-
sions.”

MOVIES: Actors factor

directors into film choice

— Continued from Page 1

“Idon’t know how that would
have gone down. I was con-
tracted to do three of these
movies, but to me, Sam really
is the heart of these movies,”
said Maguire of returning as
Spider-Man in the sequels.

“Spider-Man 3,” from Sony
Corp.’s Columbia Pictures,
opened in early May with a
record $151.1 million weekend
domestically and already has
grossed more than $800 mil-
lion worldwide. “Pirates of the
Caribbean: At World’s End,”
from Walt Disney Co., set a

four-day record over Memorial
Day weekend with $139.8 mil-
lion and cruised past $400 mil-
lion worldwide in just days.

Producer Jerry Bruckheimer’s
“National Treasure” sequel
due this fall brings back direc-
tor Jon Turteltaub, while this
summer is loaded with fran-
chises overseen by returning
directors, among them Steven
Soderbergh on “Ocean’s Thir-
teen,” Tim Story on “Fantastic
Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer,”
Brett Ratner on “Rush Hour
3” and Tom Shadyac on “Evan
Almighty,” the follow-up to
“Bruce Almighty.”

ARREST: Soloway lost

two civil suits previously

— Continued from Page 1

Wednesday to all charges.

A public defender who rep-
resented him for Wednesday’s
hearing declined to comment.

Prosecutors say Soloway
had used infected computers
to send out millions of junk
e-mails since 2003. The com-
puters are called “zombies”
because owners typically have
no idea their machines have
been infected.

He continued his activities
even after Microsoft won a $7
million civil judgment against
him in 2005 and the operator

of a small Internet service pro-
vider in Oklahoma won a $10
million judgment, prosecutors
said.

U.S. Attorney Jeff Sullivan
said Wednesday that the case
is the first in the country in
which federal prosecutors have
used identity theft statutes to
prosecute a spammer for taking
over someone else’s Internet
domain name. Soloway could
face decades in prison and is
in federal detention pending a
hearing Monday.

“This is way beyond a nui-
sance,” prosecutor Kathryn
Warma said.
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Iraqis fight, work for peace

Violence continues
in central Iraq cities

By SINAN SALAHEDDIN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A battle raged
Thursday in west Baghdad
after residents rose up against
al-Qaida and called for U.S.
military help to end gunfire
that forced people indoors and
kept students from attending
final exams, a member of the
district council said.

U.S. forces clashed with
suspected al-Qaida gunmen
in Baghdad’s primarily Sunni
Muslim Amariyah neighbor-
hood for several hours, said
the district councilman, who
would not allow use of his
name for fear of al-Qaida ret-
ribution.

The councilman said the
al-Qaida leader in the Ama-
riyah district, known as Haji
Hameed, was killed and 45 oth-
er fighters were detained. The
U.S. military gave no immedi-
ate word on the engagement or
related casualties. Members of
al-Qaida consider Amariyah
part of their so-called Islamic
State of Iraq and were prevent-
ing students from attending
final exams, shooting random-
ly and forcing residents to stay
home, the councilman said.

In Fallujah, a suicide bomber
hit a police recruiting center,
killing as many as 25 people,
police said — though U.S.
military officials said only one
policeman was killed and eight
were wounded. Elsewhere,
three policemen and three
civilians were killed and 15
civilians were wounded when
a suicide truck bomber struck
a communications center near

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ramadi, according to Anbar
provincial security adviser Col.
Tariq Youssef Mohammed.

The Fallujah suicide bomb-
er killed at least 10 policemen
in the attack, according to a
police official in the city who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because he was not autho-
rized to release the informa-
tion. The rest of the dead were
civilians, with as many as 50
wounded.

Police said the bomber det-
onated explosives in his vest
while standing among recruits
who were lining up to apply for
jobs on the force. The center
opened Saturday in a school
in Fallujah. The U.S. military
and Iraqi army and police
were running the center with
members of Anbar Salvation
Council, a loose grouping of
Sunni tribes that have banded
together to fight al-Qaida.

Police stations and recruit-
ing posts have been a favorite
target of Sunni insurgents and
al-Qaida throughout the war.

KARIM KADIM / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Residents of Sadr City, Baghdad, inspect a damaged car after a joint U.S.-Iraqi forces raid Thursday
killed two elderly people sleeping on the roof of their home, a police officer said.

Militants, U.S. talk cease-fire

By PAULINE JELINEK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. mil-
itary commanders are talk-
ing with Iraqi militants about
cease-fires and other arrange-
ments to try to stop the vio-
lence, the No. 2 American com-
mander said Thursday.

Lt. Gen. Raymond Odierno
said commanders at all levels
must reach out for talks with
militants, tribes and religious
leaders to combat insurgents,
sectarian rivals and common
criminals. He suggested he
might not be able to strictly
meet the September deadline
for telling Congress whether
President Bush’s military build
up in Iraq is working.

“It’s just beginning, so we
have alot of work to do in this,”

Mexican soaps spice up China TV

Televisa signs deal,
will dub hit shows
into Mandarin

BY I0AN GRILLO
The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s
Televisa network, known
around the world for its soap
operas, said Thursday it plans
to expand in China, following
the lead of other Mexican busi-
nesses looking for a slice of the
Asian nation’s market.

The company said it has
signed a deal with the Chinese
government to make Chinese
versions of its most successful
programming, including the
reality show “Dancing for a
Dream” and its soap operas,
which are dubbed into more
than 50 languages.

Televisa said it has tested the
market by broadcasting four
soap operas dubbed into Man-
darin starting in 2000 in China,
where they have been hits.

“Although entering the Chi-
nese market is a big challenge,
Televisa has established an
excellent relationship with
the main players to open the
doors,” Televisa Vice President
Jose Baston said.

Televisa also said that next
week it will begin cable trans-
missions in Mexico of China’s
government-run channel

GREGORY BuLL / AssocIATED PRress FiLE PHoTO

The likes of soap opera stars Beatrice Moreno and Ernesto
D'Alessio of “Heridas de Amor” are set to appear on Chinese TV.

CCTV dubbed into Spanish.

International media com-
panies, including Rupert Mur-
doch’s STAR Group Ltd., have
been battling for a place in
China’s economy.

Televisa hopes to create a
niche with the potent Latin
formula of its melodramas,
packed with glamor and rags-
to-riches tales.

The programs boosted Tele-
visa’s 2006 revenue to about
$3.45 billion.

“We are offering a product
that China doesn’t have,” Bas-
ton said. “The Chinese viewers
have a similar demographic to
the Mexicans. The difference
is there are 1.3 billion of them
instead of 100 million.”

Baston said Televisa’s part-

nership with the Chinese gov-
ernment should help it avoid
regulation problems that have
bogged down other foreign
investors.

Other companies also have
started selling uniquely Mexi-
can products to the Chinese.

In January, the popular taco
chain El Fogoncito opened its
first restaurant in China and
announced plans for 25 more.

The Mexican government is
pushing companies to expand
in an effort to lessen Mexico’s
trade deficit with China.

Last year, Mexican exports
to China were $1.7 billion,
while Chinese exports into
Mexico were $24.4 billion, the
Economy Ministry announced
Tuesday.

Spanish lawsuit seeks sunken treasure

Attorney: Booty
found by Fla. firm
should be Spain’s

By PHIL DAvis
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — The Spanish
government has filed claims
in U.S. federal court over a
shipwreck that a Florida firm
found laden with colonial-
era treasure, an attorney said
Thursday.

If the vessel was Spanish
or was removed from that
country’s waters, any treasure
would belong to Spain, said
James Goold, an attorney rep-
resenting the government.

“It’s a very well-established
principle under Spanish, U.S.
and international law that a
government such as the king-
dom of Spain has not aban-
doned its sunken ships or
sunken property, and that a
company like Odyssey Marine

Exploration may not conduct
recovery operations without
authorization by the govern-
ment,” he said.

“The kingdom of Spain has
not authorized any such opera-
tions by Odyssey, and by these
legal actions it will see the
return of any Spanish prop-
erty Odyssey has recovered,”
Goold said of the claims filed
Wednesday.

Odyssey Marine Explora-
tion Inc. CEO John Morris said
in a statement Thursday that
“such a move was anticipated
by Odyssey and is considered
normal in Admiralty cases.”

Odyssey has said it would
notify all claimants once it
conclusively determined the
ship’s identity. Odyssey said it
was not found in Spanish ter-
ritorial waters.

The company announced
two weeks ago that it had dis-
covered a shipwreck contain-
ing 500,000 gold and silver
coins somewhere in the Atlan-
tic Ocean. The Tampa-based
company said the site was out-
side any country’s territorial

waters but would not give the
exact location or name of the
ship.

Odyssey has said that the
ship was not the HMS Sus-
sex, a shipwreck that Odys-
sey recently got permission
from the Spanish government
to search for in the Strait of
Gibraltar.

But Spain has called the new
discovery suspicious and said
the booty may have come from
awrecked Spanish galleon.

In Britain, the find gener-
ated press reports that Odyssey
had salvaged the wreck of the
long-sought British vessel Mer-
chant Royal, which sank in bad
weather off England in 1641.
Odyssey has not confirmed or
denied these reports.

Spain is using the U.S. law
firm Covington & Burling,
which has represented Spain
in shipwreck cases before.

Odyssey shares rose 13 cents,
about 2 percent, to $6.83 in
morning trading. Shares fell
almost 4 percent early in the
day. They have traded in a 52-
week range of $1.52 to $9.45.

he said. “But we have restruc-
tured ourselves ... to work this
issue.”

He said he thinks 80 per-
cent of Iraqis can reach rec-
onciliation with each other,
though most al-Qaida opera-
tives won't.

“We are talking about cease-
fires, and maybe signing some
things that say they won’t con-
duct operations against the
government of Iraq or against
coalition forces,” Odierno told
Pentagon reporters in a video
conference from Baghdad.

On the assessment of opera-
tions that is due in Septem-
ber, he said he thinks it will
take longer to tell whether the
increase of nearly 30,000 troops
will quell violence enough to
let Iraqi officials work on rec-
onciliation and development.

“The way I understand it
is we're going to be required
to provide an assessment in
September. So I will provide
my assessment,” Odierno said,
adding it might not be com-
plete.

He said he will be able to
assess the work of forces that
arrived for the beginning of
the build up in February, but
that the ones who just arrived
this week won’t be in place for
a couple of weeks.

“So that’ll be the first time
I'll be able to make a real initial
assessment of the true effect of
the surge,” he said. “The assess-
ment might be ‘I need a little
more time.” The assessment
might be, ‘I've seen enough,
and it’s effective,’ or T've seen
enough, and it’s not going to be
effective.”

Rights groups urge
Iran to free scholars

By KATARINA KRATOVAC
Associated Press Writer

CAIRO, Egypt — Interna-
tional human rights groups
urged Iran on Thursday to
immediately release four Ira-
nian-American scholars being
held on suspicion of spying.

The call came as the United
States repeated denials the four
are spies or employees of the
U.S. government. State Depart-
ment spokesman Tom Casey
also said there had been no
Iranian response to requests
for access to the prisoners by
Swiss diplomats who represent
U.S. interests in Tehran.

In ajoint statement, Amnes-
ty International, Human Rights
Watch, Reporters Without Bor-
ders, the International Fed-
eration for Human Rights and
2003 Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Shirin Ebadi, urged Iran to
stop the “harassment of dual
nationals.”

The detentions are an
“attempt by Iran’s security
authorities to sow fear into the
wider community of journal-
ists, writers, scholars and activ-
ists,” the statement said.

The statement also accused
Iran of confiscating the pass-

port of Mehrnoush Solouki,
a French-Iranian journalism
student, who had been making
adocumentaryin Iran.

Three of the scholars have
been charged with endanger-
ing Iran’s national security and
with espionage, Iran’s judiciary
spokesman said Tuesday.

Casey confirmed Thursday
that Ali Shakeri, a peace activ-
ist, is also in custody at Teh-
ran’s notorious Evin Prison, but
it was not clear if he had been
charged. He was supposed to
leave Iran and fly to Europe on
May 13 but never arrived.

All four were in Iran visit-
ing family members or doing
work when they were detained,
according to Casey and their
relatives and employers.

Haleh Esfandiari, director
of the Middle East Program at
the Woodrow Wilson Center
for Scholars, and her organiza-
tion have been accused by the
Iranian Intelligence Ministry
of trying to set up networks of
Iranians to start a revolution
to bring down the hardline
regime. The ministry alleges
that the Open Society Insti-
tute, which seeks to promote
democracy worldwide, was
also part of the conspiracy.

Do AS THE ROMAS DO

During the World Roma Festival Khamoro 2007, a Gypsy
woman dances through central Prague in the Czech Republic
on Thursday. Gypsies from across the world gathered in the
capital city for traditional food, dance and music.

PETR DAVID JOSEK / ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Thailand
court tosses
party leaders

BANGKOK, Thailand — A
court disbanded the political
party of Thailand’s ousted prime
minister Wednesday, barring him
and 110 party executives from
politics for five years because of
election law violations.

The ruling followed a guilty
verdict against the Thai Rak Thai
Party for financing obscure par-
ties to run against it last year to
get around turnout rules.

The party’s demise began
after the military overthrew the
prime minister in September. The
bloodless coup followed dem-
onstrations by tens of thousands
of people demanding Thaksin's
resignation and accusing him of
corruption.

The court’s decision is likely to
unleash a flurry of political activ-
ity, with parties springing up to fill
the vacuum left by Thai Rak Thai.

Carter Center urges
talks in license fight

CARACAS, Venezuela — The
Carter Center, a partnership with
Emory University for the protec-
tion of human rights and the alle-
viation of human suffering, called
for dialogue Thursday between
President Hugo Chavez and
opponents protesting his deci-
sion not to renew the license of
an opposition TV channel, while
calm returned to the streets after
three days of demonstrations.

The organization expressed
concern about the potential for
escalating violence after the
government halted broadcasts
by Radio Caracas Television on
Sunday. Police have repeatedly
clashed with angry crowds hurl-
ing rocks and bottles.

The Carter Center, which has
observed past elections here,
said it is concerned that the deci-
sion “will have a chilling effect on
free speech!

Standstill holds in
Iran uranium scuffle

MADRID, Spain — Top envoys
for Iran and the European Union
ended talks Thursday with
little indication they were closer
to resolving a deadlock over
Tehran's refusal to suspend ura-
nium enrichment, but they agreed
to meet again in two weeks.

In Vienna, U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice urged
Tehran to heed the U.N. Security
Council and freeze enrichment,
saying Washington was ready
for wide-ranging discussions if it
complied.

Rice said talks cannot resume
if Iran continues “to try to perfect
technologies that are going to
lead to a nuclear weapon

Syria condemns
U.N. tribunal plan

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syria
and its allied Hezbollah group
condemned Thursday a U.N.
decision to set up a tribunal in
the assassination of former Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri, warning that
it violated Lebanon'’s sovereignty.

The Hezbollah-led opposition
in Lebanon ignored a govern-
ment appeal for dialogue to
overcome the conflict before a
June 10 deadline set by the U.N.
Security Council. If the Lebanese
parliament does not establish
the tribunal by then, the Security
Council will impose it.

Lebanon reopened the road
Thursday where Hariri was killed
in a suicide bombing in February
2005. Motorists honked in cel-
ebration, and a minivan driver
stopped and kissed the ground.

Algae contaminates
lake in east China

BENING - Fast-spreading,
foul-smelling blue-green algae
smothered a lake in eastern
China, contaminating the drinking
water for millions of people and
sparking panic-buying of bottled
water, state media said Thursday.

The algae bloom in Lake Tai,

a long-polluted tourist attrac-
tion in Jiangsu province, formed
because water levels are at their
lowest in 50 years, leading to
excess nutrients in the water, the
Xinhua news agency said.

Residents swarmed stores in
Wuxi, a city of 5 million, to buy
bottled water Wednesday and
prices skyrocketed to $6.50 for a
2-gallon bottle, Xinhua said.

State TV showed a yellowish
trickle coming from taps and a
restaurant worker said custom-
ers refused to eat there until
they were assured that the water
used was safe.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Five awarded
$20 billion
telecom deal

WASHINGTON - Five
companies — AT&T, Level
8 Communications, Qwest
Communications, Sprint Nextel
and Verizon — on Thursday were
awarded a federal telecommuni-
cations contract worth up to $20
billion over 10 years.

The winners of the contract
must now compete with each
other to win business from agen-
cies looking to improve telecom
services.

It's the second telecom
contract awarded by the U.S.
General Services Administration
in about two months.

In late March, Qwest
Communications International
Inc., San Antonio-based AT&T
Inc. and Verizon Communications
Inc. were winners of a much larg-
er Networx Universal contract,
worth up to $48 billion over a
decade.

Blocked openness
law fuels concerns

WASHINGTON - Advocates
of an openness in government
bill are fuming that a Republican
senator is blocking a vote.

Dozens of journalism and
advocacy groups support-
ing the Open Government
Act argue it would speed up
the government'’s response to
public requests for information
under the federal Freedom of
Information law.

Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., says the
Justice Department is concerned
that it could force them to reveal
sensitive information.

In a statement Thursday, Kyl
said the agency's “uncharac-
teristically strong” opposition is
reason enough to think twice,
and he will block a vote the dif-
ferences are ironed out.

NASA to launch
year’s first shuttle

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.

— NASA managers announced
Thursday that they will go ahead
with the first space shuttle launch
of the year next week.

After a two-day meeting at the
Kennedy Space Center, NASA
officials agreed to launch Atlantis
at 6:38 p.m. June 8 on a mission
to deliver a pair of solar arrays to
the international space station.

The launch was set for mid-
March, but a storm droped golf-
ball sized hail on the launch pad,
damaging it.

In 2003, a piece of foam fell
off Columbia’s tank and hit the
spacecraft's wing. Damage from
the impact allowed fiery gases
to penetrate Columbia during
descent, killing all seven astro-
nauts aboard.

Kevorkian released
from Mich. prison

LANSING - Jack Kevorkian,
the controversial doctor who
gave fatal drugs to his patients,
will be released from a southern
Michigan prison today.

Kevorkian, 79, was convicted
of second-degree murder in the
death of a man with Lou Gehrig's
disease. He served just more
than eight years of a 10- to 25-
year sentence, with time off his
sentence for good behavior.

Kevorkian was sentenced to
prison after he administered fatal
drugs to Thomas Youk in 1998.

Plame sues over
delay in book

WASHINGTON - Valerie
Plame, the former undercover
CIA officer whose exposure
touched off a leak investigation,
is accusing the government of
delaying publication of her book.

Plame and her publisher,
Simon & Schuster, sued the
CIA in a New York federal court
Thursday. They accused the gov-
ernment of illegally refusing to let
Plame write about specific dates
she worked for the agency.

The CIA, which has acknowl-
edged Plame worked for them
since 2002, must approve all
writings of former officers.

CIA spokesman Mark
Mansfield said the concern
is that the current manuscript
reveals classified information.

Plame contends in court
documents that the CIA released
information about her work his-
tory in an unclassified letter. The
letter, which the CIA says was
sent inadvertently, was entered
into the Congressional Record
and says Plame worked at the
CIA for more than 20 years.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Northwest back
from bankruptcy

By JosHuA FREED

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — North-
west Airlines Corp. departed
bankruptcy protection Thurs-
day, capping a 20-month reor-
ganization aimed at making
the nation’s fifth-largest carrier
competitive for years to come.

Northwest shares began
trading on the New York Stock
Exchange on Thursday, with
CEO Doug Steenland and other
employees ringing the open-
ing bell. The shares traded at
$25.25 after being offered to
unsecured creditors at $27.

Northwest has slashed debt
by $4.2 billion, cut $400 million

ayear in the cost of its fleet and
trimmed unprofitable routes.
It also cut $1.4 billion a year in
labor costs.

The result is a slightly small-
er, more efficient airline with
some of the lowest costs among
the major carriers.

Northwest, which has had
the oldest fleet of U.S. airlines,
will be upgrading over the next
two years. It will be the first
U.S. airline to take Boeing’s
new 787 “Dreamliner.”

The company also plans
to add 72 regional jets, which
include a first-class section,
adding the number of first-
class seats Northwest offers.
The new 76-seat jets will fill an

empty spot in Northwest’s fleet
between its smaller regional
jets and its old DC-9s, which
generally have around 100
seats. The new jets will make
it possible to fly routes that
weren’t busy enough for its
larger planes, Northwest said.

By the end of 2006, when
most of the airline restructur-
ing was finished after the Sept.
11, 2001 acts, Northwest’s costs
were lower than many other
airlines but still higher than at
competitor United Airlines.

Northwest’s new labor con-
tracts lock workers into lower
pay rates and more company-
friendly work rules through the
end of 2011.

BARACK AROUND THE CLOCK

ANDY BARRON / RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Democratic presidential hopeful Barack Obama greets mem-
bers of an audience in Reno, Nev., Thursday. Obama says
that he'll enjoy the same success in Nevada attracting rural
voters as he did back home in lllinois.
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Franklin Graham, successor to his father, the Rev. Billy Graham, walks through a series of lighted
crosses as he leads a tour prior to the dedication for the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, N.C.

Graham legacy lives

Three presidents
pay him tributes
at library service

BY RACHEL ZOLL
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. —Three
former U.S. presidents came to
honor him, the last one letting
out a sob as he spoke.

Speaker after speaker
praised him — his love of God,
his humility, his six decades
on the road, preaching to 210
million people. They dedicated
a new, $27-million library to
commemorate his life.

Then Billy Graham, his once-
roaring voice diminished by
age and illness,
told a crowd of
well-wishers
Thursday that
their atten-
tion was in the
wrong place.

“This build-
ing behind

me is just a

building,”

the 88-year-

old preacher
said in view of the new Billy
Graham Library, which opens
Tuesday.

“It’s an instrument, a tool for
the Gospel. The primary thing
is the Gospel of Christ.”

The emotional dedication
ceremony for the library had
the air of a final tribute.

Even Graham quipped that
“I feel like I've been attending
my own funeral.”

Graham

The 40,000-square-foot library complex, built near the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association, traces the preacher’s rise from farm
boy to preaching the Gospel in person to more than 210 million
people worldwide.

New Hampshire
OKSs gay civil unions

By BEVERLEY WANG
The Associated Press

CONCORD, N.H. — Gay cou-
ples in New Hampshire can
start applying for many of the
rights and responsibilities of
marriage as early as January
under a law Gov. John Lynch
signed Thursday establishing
civil unions.

“We in New Hampshire have
had along and proud tradition
taking the lead in opposing
discrimination,” Lynch said.
“Today that tradition contin-
ues.”

Couples who enter civil
unions will have the same
rights, responsibilities and
obligations as married couples.
Same-sex unions from other
states also would be recognized
if they were legal in the state
where they were performed.

Legislators who gathered
for the bill signing packed the
governor’s chambers and over-
flowed into an adjoining sitting
room. They snapped photos
and burst into applause as he
signed it.

“I've listened and I've heard
all the arguments,” said Lynch,
a Democrat. “I do not believe
that this bill threatens mar-
riage. I believe that this is a

Did you know?

*States currently
allowing civil unions
or domestic partner-
ships: Connecticut,
Vermont, New Jersey,
Maine, California and
Washington. Hawaii
extends certain rights
to cohabitating and
same-sex couples.

matter of conscience and fair-
ness.”

Episcopal Bishop V. Gene
Robinson was among those
attending. Although his con-
secration in 2003 as the first
openly gay bishop in the Epis-
copal Church divided the
worldwide Anglican Commu-
nion to which it belongs, Rob-
inson and his longtime partner
plan to take advantage of civil
unions.

“This is not a radical depar-
ture,” Robinson said of the law.
“This is a real confirmation
of what New Hampshire has
always been about — the free-
dom of its own citizens and
fairness for everyone.”

College students criticize
man who flew with TB

BY JiMm DAVENPORT
The Associated Press

AIKEN, S.C.— Several South
Carolina college students that
flew alongside a man infect-
ed with a dangerous strain of
tuberculosis called his actions
selfish Thursday.

Laney Wiggins and Jason
Vik were among more than
two dozen University of South
Carolina Aiken students on an
eight-hour flight with 31-year-
old Andrew Speaker, the hon-
eymooner identified as the first
person quarantined by the fed-
eral government since 1963.

“It’s still very scary,” Wig-
gins, 21, said by telephone. “I'm
still upset that he got on a plane
knowing that he was infected
with thisillness and he had the
potential of infecting 487 pas-
sengers. Thatis an outrageous
number of people that he was
very reckless with their health.
It’s not fair. It’s selfish.”

Both students initially
thought they were on the same
row as Speaker, but said they
learned Thursday afternoon
they were 21 rows away.

Wiggins and Vik were tested
and expect results possibly by
Friday.

Speaker was infected with

a particularly drug-resistant
strain of TB and ignored doc-
tor’s advice when he took two
trans-Atlantic flights on his
way to getting married and
returning.

“He did not need to be on a
plane. That’s just wrong, self-
ish,” said Vik, 21.

He said he was also angry at
Air France, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and other health
officials he said never tried to
contact him or other passen-
gers.

Instead, one of his class-
mate’s parents tracked down
flight information and found
that the students had been on
the same trip, Vik said.

Twenty-six students and
two faculty members flew
from Atlanta to Paris on May
12 as part of a study abroad
program with the school’s
business department, school
spokeswoman Jennifer Lake
said. Lake said she heard about
the TB case on Tuesday after
some students e-mailed her.
She then got in touch with the
school.

Business professor Arinola
Adebayo, who was leading the
trip, said most students on the
flight had been to a clinic to be
tested.

He was driven by golf cart
to the stage, where he used a
walker and leaned on his son
and successor, Franklin, to
reach a seat.

President George HW. Bush
sobbed as he spoke of how
much the minister meant to
him, calling Graham “a spiri-
tual gift to all of us.”

Bush noted that the preacher
had comforted four genera-
tions of the president’s family.
That includes President George
W. Bush, who sent Graham a
handwritten note last week.

Presidents Carter and Clin-
ton recalled how Graham’s
insistence that his crusades be
racially integrated helped bring
blacks and whites together in
the South.

But Clinton said Graham,
who has met every U.S. presi-

dent since Harry Truman and
became a confidant to many of
them, is just as impressive for
his personal kindness.

As chief executive of the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion, the Rev. Franklin Graham
has primary responsibility for
preserving his father’s legacy.

The entranceisabarnwitha
40-foot cross.

The first Bible verse Gra-
ham’s mother taught him,
John 3:16, “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one
and only Son,” is engraved onto
arafter.

Graham’s personal papers
will be stored at the museum
and managed by Wheaton Col-
lege, the evangelical school in
[linois.

Billy and Ruth Graham met
there as students.

JAMES GATHANY / CDC

Dr. Robert Cooksey, a CDC microbiologist, the father-in-law of
Andrew Speaker, the honeymooner quarantined with a dangerous
strain of tuberculosis. Cooksey specializes in the spread of tuber-
culosis, but said that he was not the source of Speaker's TB.
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Computer maker’s
first-quarter earnings
dip amid shake-up

By MATT SLAGLE
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Dell Inc. said Thursday
that it planned to lay off more than
8,000 employees over the next year as
part of a restructuring. The computer
maker’s earnings also fell slightly in

preliminary first-quarter results.
Hewlett-Packard Co. ousted it from
the top spot in worldwide computer

shipments last year.

The company said that the job cuts
would vary across geographic regions
and customer segments. They represent
about 10 percent of Dell’s global work
force of 88,100 employees.

“While reductions in head count are
always difficult for a company, we know
these actions are critical to our abil-
ity to deliver unprecedented value to
our customers now and in the future,”
Michael Dell said in a statement.

As part of an ongoing turnaround
effortled by Michael Dell, the company
has undergone an executive shake-up
and other changes to improve customer
service and reclaim market share. Ear-
lier in May, Dell broke from its long-
standing direct-to-customer business
model with a plan to sell computers
through Wal-Mart Stores Inc. begin-
ning June 10. Dell also recently began
selling consumer systems pre-loaded
with a version of Linux, an alternative to
Microsoft Corp.’s operating systems.

Dell said it earned $759 million, or
34 cents per share, in the three months

Retired hurricane forecaster Gil Clark, 84, spent 40 years predict-
ing storms for the National Weather Service and National Hurricane

NAMING THE FURY

ERIC GAY / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Center. As a tribute, colleagues added his name to the hurricane
list in the 1970s. Hurricane Gilbert made landfall in 1988.

40 years of predicting storms

By ELIZABETH WHITE
The Associated Press

PEARSALL — Talk of Friday’s
start to the 2007 Atlantic hurri-
cane season elicits an unusual
reaction from Gil Clark: glee.

“Everything looks good,”
Clark, 84, said of the coming
season. “Good means bad
to most people. It looks like
there’s going to be more storms
than usual.”

Clark, who now lives safe-
ly 100 miles inland, spent 40
years predicting storms for the
National Weather Service and
National Hurricane Center. But
Clark’s claim to hurricane his-
tory was his 1970 assignment:
Come up with 10 new lists of
women’s names to update
the list for naming Atlantic
storms.

Many of those names are
still used today, along with
men’s names after protests
against associating only wom-
en with nature’s fury, death
and destruction.

So Clark browsed through a
baby book, careful not to pick
names with too many syllables
or names that would trans-
late to something untoward in

A s-a-d Texan
exits spelling bee

Contest overturns appeal
by mom on pronunciation
By JosEPH WHITE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Samir Patel’s five-year
dream of winning the national spelling title
ended in a moment Thursday with the word

“clevis.”

Spectators in the Grand Hyatt Washing-
ton ballroom gasped as the 13-year-old Texan
spelled out the word for a type of fastening
device as “c-1-e-v-i-c-e.” The error eliminated
him in the fifth round of the Scripps National

Spelling Bee.

Samir, considered by many to be this year’s
favorite, wiped away tears as he talked about

it later.

“The first thing I thought was c-1-e-v-i-s, and

2007 hurricane names

Arthur Hanna Omar

Bertha Ike Paloma
Cristobal Josephine Rene

Dolly Kyle Sally

Edouard Laura Teddy

Fay Marco Vicky

Gustav Nana Wilfred

another language. Meteorological Organiza-

He also added his daughter’s
name, Roxanne, to one of the
lists. In 1995, Hurricane Rox-
anne hit Mexico with force and
the name was retired.

Clark spent most of his
career in Miami and said he fell
in love with hurricanes when
he and his family survived one
in Corpus Christi when he was
12 years old.

“There was no warning,”
Clark said. “All we knew is that
all the sudden it started to rain,
and the wind started blowing
and finally the wind got to 80
miles an hour. That really fas-
cinated me.”

By the late 1970s, the World

tion took over storm-naming
duties. Six rotating lists — with
Spanish and French names for
the other nations on the Atlan-
tic hit by storms — are used
now, with the names of deadly
and destructive storms retired
after each season. In 2005, five
names, the most in a single
year, were retired, including
Katrina.

Before 1953, the phonetic
alphabet, using “Able, Baker,
Charlie” and so on, had been
used to name storms. But that
created confusion from year to
year. Even earlier, Clark said,
storms had no names at all.

“They had two or three

ifT had been slow and cautious like I always am,

I would have got it right,” he said.
Samir’s mother appealed the dismissal on

JACQUELYN MARTIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Five-year bee veteran Samir Patel, 13, of Coleyville

subtle differences in the pronunciation of the

final syllable, but the appeal was rejected.

Thirty-three spellers advanced to the sixth
round of the 80th annual bee. Fifteen survived
to compete in Thursday night’s finals.

Other top favorites from previous years
remained in contention for the title, which
comes with a $35,000 prize, plus a $5,000 schol-
arship, a $2,500 savings bond and a set of refer-

ence works.

Tia Thomas, 12, of Coarsegold, Calif., dis-
patched “sagittal” (resembling an arrow), then
raised both arms in triumph. Matthew Evans,

fourth time.

“ptilopod.”

misspells “clevis” and ends his title hopes.

12, from Albuquerque, N.M., mastered “azotea”
(a terraced roof). Both are in the bee for the

The words got tougher as the rounds pro-
gressed, and several spellers used humor when
they reached the breaking point.

Josiah Wright of Fleetwood, N.C., asked “Is
that English?” when he heard the scientific term

“They tell me itis,” replied pronouncer Jacques
Bailly. Josiah spelled the word as “tylopod” and
was eliminated.

storms on the map at once and
they were calling them ‘this
storm’ and ‘that storm’ and
they were getting them all
mixed up,” Clark said.

Bill Proenza, director of the
National Hurricane Center,
said Clark loves hurricanes
for the knowledge that study-
ing them yields and the pos-
sibility that forecasters can
use that information to warn
people early, Proenza said.
Proenza trained under Clark

in the 1960s.

As an octogenarian, Clark
said he’s glad to be living
inland, because he never
learned to swim. But, he miss-
es his beloved storms.

Two televisions in Clark’s
house show The Weather
Channel nonstop.

But Clark doesn’t simply
watch updates. He tracks and
charts the storms on a large
map unrolled across a table
that shows the Atlantic Ocean
and nearby land.

“It was a real thrill to have
been there all those years and
be lucky enough to get through
it,” he said. “Anything to do
with hurricanes is exciting to

”

me.

Dell plans 8,000 job cuts

that ended May 4. That compared with
$762 million, or 33 cents per share, in
the year-ago period.

First-quarter sales rose nearly 1 per-
cent from the last year to $14.6 billion.

Dell’s earnings statements from the
second, third and fourth quarters have
not been filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission because of an
ongoing federal accounting probe that
found numerous errors andevidence
of misconduct and financial control
deficiencies.

Dell also hasn't filed its annual report
for the fiscal year ended Feb. 2.

Children
asleep
when

hanged?
Medical examiner

notes no wounds,
signs of struggle

By ANGELA K. BROWN
The Associated Press

FORT WORTH — Three
young girls killed by their
mother had no defensive
wounds, indicating they may
have been sleeping when they
were hanged in the closet of
their mobile home, the Tarrant
County medical examiner said
Thursday.

Dr. Nizam Peerwani said
Gilberta Estrada tied pieces
of clothing around their necks
and then around a wooden
board, probably about an hour
or so before 6:30 a.m. Tuesday
when they were found. Estrada
also hanged herself and her 8-
month-old, who survived.

Peerwani said Estrada, 25,
could have killed herself and
daughters up to six hours
before her sister discovered
them in their trailer in Hud-
son Oaks, about 25 miles west
of Fort Worth. But he said the
murders and suicide probably
happened shortly before they
were found because the infant,
Evelyn Frayre, survived.

“When one is subjected to
a life-threatening event one
struggles to survive ... unless
they were drugged or asleep, or
were taken by surprise,” Peer-
wani said.

He said no prescription
drugs were found in the trailer
and toxicology test results are
pending for all five.

Evelyn was doing well in a
foster home, Marissa Gonzales
of Child Protective Services
said Thursday. Officials were
doing background checks on
relatives seeking to care for
her. Gregorio Frayre Rodri-
guez, father of the three young-
est children, is not a suitable
candidate to care for Evelyn,
but CPS will consider his rec-
ommendations on where she
should live, Gonzales said.
Estrada obtained a protective
order against Frayre in August,
alleging abuse since 2003.

Boy at center of life
support debate dies

Futile care law
lets hospital
decide on care

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS — A 2-year-old boy
at the center of a dispute over
the state’s futile care law died
of natural causes Wednesday.

Daniel Wayne Cullen II died
at Children’s Medical Center
Dallas, about a year after his
mother, Dixie Belcher, got a
restraining order preventing
the hospital from removing
him from life support.

Daniel’s case was champi-
oned by right-to-life advocates
who want to modify a state law
that allows hospitals to discon-
tinue life support 10 days after
their ethics board decides life-
saving measures are futile.

Daniel’s death came just two
weeks after Children’s Hospital
of Austin wanted to discontin-
ue life support for 18-month-
old Emilio Gonzales, despite
the opposition of his mother,
Catarina. The case was pend-
ing in court when Emilio died
of natural causes May 19.

A bill that would give fam-
ilies 21 days instead of 10 to

transfer patients failed to pass
in the legislative session that
ended this week.

Daniel had a tracheotomy
after he was born three months
premature. In April 2006,
he was hospitalized after he
pulled out a breathing tube.

After the hospital decided
to disconnect his machines,
Belcher fought fortime and
Daniel was moved to a pediat-
ric nursing center near Tyler.

Daniel’s brain damage never
improved and he was trans-
ferred back to Children’s Medi-
cal Center with uncontrollable
blood pressure.

“He just took a turn for the
worse,” Belcher said. “God was
picking his angels, and he was
needing another little boy.

Groups involved in the
futile-care debate said Daniel’s
case demonstrates the need for
compromise on the state law.

“There’s no reason to speed
a patient to his death by with-
drawing or denying care,” said
Elizabeth Graham, director of
Texas Right to Life.

Spokeswoman Amanda
Engler said the Texas Hospital
Association will send guide-
lines to its members based on
concerns that were addressed
in the bill .

STATE

Scientist gets
first personal
genetic map

HOUSTON - Nobel Prize-
winning scientist James Watson,
79, became the first person
Thursday to receive his own per-
sonal genome map, a DNA map
that could show what diseases
he is prone to.

Researchers say the mapping
of Watson's DNA s the first step
in making the sequencing of indi-
vidual DNA quick, affordable and
routine in personal medical care.

Watson, who shared a Nobel
Prize for his role in discovering
the structure of DNA in 1953
and who launched the Human
Genome Project in 1990, said
thousands more individual human
genomes need to be mapped
out before researchers can make
better sense of the information
they can provide.

The $1 million, two-month
project was a collaboration
between a Connecticut-based
DNA sequencing company 454
Life Sciences Corp. and Baylor
College of Medicine’'s Human
Genome Sequencing Center.

Texas teens test
positive for TB

ARLINGTON - Four high
school students tested positive
for tuberculosis after they were
exposed to another student with
the disease, the Tarrant County
Public Health Department said
Thursday.

The students were among 78
who underwent skin tests for TB
on Tuesday, said Gerry Drewyer,
division manager for tuberculo-
sis elimination in Fort Worth's
Tarrant County. The students will
undergo a nine-month preventive
treatment.

Health department staff were
investigating another TB case
when they found a Bowie High
student had contracted the
disease. Officials say more than
500 students and teachers may
have been exposed to that stu-
dent, The Dallas Morning News
reported in its online edition.

Dancer sentenced
for sexual assault

CORPUS CHRISTI — A 66-
year-old dance studio owner
convicted of sexually assaulting
a former student has been sen-
tenced to three consecutive 99-
year prison terms.

A Nueces County jury decided
the punishment Wendesday for
Ricardo Villa, owner of Ballet
Nacional Dance Center. Villa
won't be eligible for parole until
he has served at least 30 years.

Villa was convicted for molest-
ing a male dance student under
the age of 14 in 1994.

The victim, who is now 24,
said he was relieved by the sen-
tence. He said he came forward
for himself and other victims.

Ex-monk to recieve
$1 million in suit

JOHNSON CITY — Former
novice monk James B. Wright
Jr. won a $1 million settlement
from a Texas monastery and the
nonprofit group that runs it in a
judgement Wednesday.

In a 2006 lawsuit, Wright
claimed he was molested at the
Christ of the Hills Monastery by
its founder, Samuel A. Greene
Jr,, and followers William Hughes
and Wallter Christley in the late
1990s.

State District Judge Dan Mills
ordered Wednesday that Wright
get $1 million from the monas-
tery and Ecumenical Monks Inc.

The three accused and two of
Greene's other followers, Hugh
Fallon and Jonathan Hitt, are
awaiting trial on charges of sex-
ual assault of a child/organized
crime. Greene and Christley are
also charged with sexual perfor-
mance by a child.

New TXU directors
named in buyout

DALLAS - The private inves-
tors buying TXU Corp. said
Thursday that former Commerce
Secretary Donald L. Evans will
become non-executive chairman
of the electric utility when the
$32 billion buyout is completed.

Other directors will include for-
mer EPA chief William Reilly and
Lyndon Olson, former ambassa-
dor to Sweden.

Kohlberg Kravis Roberts &Co.,
Texas Pacific Group and other
investors are trying to complete
the largest private buyout ever.

The sale still needs approval
from federal regulators and TXU
shareholders.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Tyree Shelton, right, watches the Aaron’s
312 race. Shelton and his friend Richard
Barber, red hat, found a discarded couch

and decided to put it to good use.

James “Junior” Fondren, of Semmes, Ala.,
cheers drivers as they drive around the first
turn during the NASCAR Busch Series’
Aaron’s 312 race at Talladega Super-
speedway in Talladega, Ala. Attendance at
NASCAR races has increased 11.5 per-
cent since 1997

Race fans cheer as the field
goes through turn one dur-
ing the Aaron's 499 auto
race at Talladega Super-
speedway.

Race fans listen to the
sounds of Savin Dixon as
the band performs at the
campground across from

the track at the
Superspeedway.

B STORY BY ERIN McCLAM

NASCAR fans explain sport’s
mainstream popularity

o experience NASCAR and watch

men race cars at speeds approaching

200 mph, you have to crawl along the

jammed roads leading up to the track at
1 or 2 mph, if you can move at all.

Follow the RVs and the SUVs with their des-
tinations finger-scraped into the dusty rear
windows — “Dega Bound,” for Talladega, and
“Daytona Bound” are two popular inscriptions
— and realize: People who say NASCAR is like
religion in these parts have it backward. Reli-
gion, rather, is like NASCAR.

NASCAR has exploded into mainstream pop-
ularity, embarking on a $4.5 billion TV deal, its
richest ever, and expanding its circuit of races
to include stops outside Los Angeles, Chicago
and Montreal.

Yet it remains to much of the country an object
of curiosity at best and derision at worst, the pin-
nacle of a certain Southern stereotype.

Even onlookers who approach NASCAR and
its fans with an open mind, wonder: What on
earth would compel anyone to spend four hours
watching 43 cars make an extended left turn?

But after watching a race, it becomes obvious
that the difference between watching NASCAR
on television and watching in person is the dif-
ference between getting a postcard from Paris
and climbing the Eiffel Tower.

The crowds who turn ovals of asphalt into
small cities for these races are overwhelmingly
Southern whites. Their drink of choice is beer, in
acan, in afoam beer cozy. Their snack of choice
is the cigarette. Some even embrace the unavoid-
able “redneck” label.

At this moment the air smells distinctly of
burning rubber and exhaust, and that is when
it happens — a rush of wind and the ear-bust-
ing, exhilarating, intensifying whine of 43 cars
whizzing by. Making their left turn and taking
everyone’s breath away.This all happens so close
you could toss a rock with minimal effort and hit
one of the cars.

“I'never even liked NASCAR,” said Jason Baty
of Smyrna, Tenn. “Then in ‘84 I went to a race

Terry Ryan, a blind saxophone player, entertains
the crowd on Talladega Boulevard. Many fans
never get into the race itself but come for the
attractions surrounding the Superspeedway.

in Atlanta and saw that. Every time the cars go
by — it’s like your shirt’s being sucked off. I was
pretty much hooked then.”

NASCAR fans talk about tradition and heritage
and about why they admire this driver over that,
but talk to them long enough and it boils down to
that — the rush of the cars racing by.

The infield is the nucleus of the NASCAR expe-
rience, but only that. The much larger Talladega
campground teems with unmistakably Ameri-
can raw capitalism as thousands of fans with no
prayer of getting into the race mill around for
days buying food and souvenirs.

It is surprisingly difficult to pin NASCAR fans
down on why they cheer for particular drivers.
It is about family tradition for some, a driver’s
“attitude” or “makeup” for others, a style of driv-
ing for still others.

The point, really, is just to be here. It is about
the race more than about the drivers, and it is
about the weekend —the cooking and drinking
and visiting — more than it is about the race.

“To hear the tires scream, the smoke, all that.
If you ever come one time,” said Brad Braford
during his 12th race at the Talladega Speedway,
“I guarantee you you'll come back again.”
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The price of indulgence

Juliet Ewing-Kwan helps her son, Dashiell, with his shoes after his  sister, though Ewing-Kwan did trade out her trendy Bugaboo
gymnastics class. Ewing-Kwan will keep paying for extracurricular  stroller, opting for a lighter and cheaper jogger. Parents across
lessons and classes for 3-year-old Dashiell and his 6-year-old

Are we overspending on kids?

BY LEANNE ITALIE

Associated Press Writer

Tips for
teaching teens

dollar sense

TALK ABOUT CREDIT
CARDS: Students often don't
know even the basics about
credit cards.

DON’T BRIBE KIDS WITH
MONEY: Rewards are nice,
but they don't help teens learn
the value of working for a dollar.

MONITOR SPENDING:
Tracking cash flow can be sim-
ple. Have your teen use enve-
lopes to stash cash for budget
categories on a weekly basis.

ADMIT MISTAKES: Parents
can have bad money habits like
everyone else. ‘Fess up, but
explain you're trying to improve.
HELP KIDS LEARN TO
BUDGET: Budgeting takes
time and practice. If you value
saving, but don't budget for it,
you are much less likely to save.

— STEPHEN EPSTEIN, OF
DoLLARCAMP, STUDENT
FINANCIAL TRAINING

Parents in all income brackets have the
shaky economy on their minds, but in this
spendy era of the $900 baby stroller and the
ultra-birthday party, are they resisting the urge

to splurge on their kids?

Many parents acknowledge there’s a blur
between “necessities” and “luxuries” for their
young ones as prices soar for everything from

gas to milk.

“There’s definitely pressure to buy. There’s
more consuming and more competition,” said
stay-at-home mom Juliet Ewing-Kwan, who
recently had her third child. “So much of it
is about products. Even my husband knows

the country are having to choose how to indulge their children.

TiNA FINEBERG/AP PHOTO

who has the expensive stroller, who spent the

money.”

Ewing-Kwan dumped her pricey Bugaboo

Brian Rogers and his son, Sage, 8, prefer
low-cost activities such as going to the park.

stroller, opting for a lighter and cheaper jogger,

but extracurricular Italian lessons, music class
and yoga aren’t on the chopping block for her
6-year-old daughter and her 3-year-old son.
“We do it for ourselves and we do it for our
kids,” said Ewing-Kwan, 39, whose husband
works for a Wall Street investment firm. “Those

things are really important when applying to
middle schools and to make them well-round-

ed individuals. And they love them.”

Fretting about the economy is a national
parental pastime these days in an age when
preschool can mean a $25,000 hit. A middle-
income family with a child born last year
should expect to spend $204,060 on food,

Mike GULLETT/AP PHoTO

Please see MONEY, Page 2

Dow Chemical to raise prices 20%

By JAMES PRICHARD

Associated Press Writer

Dow Chemical Co. plans
to raise its prices by up to 20
percent almost immediately
to offset the soaring cost of
energy, and the CEO of the
chemical giant lashed out at
Washington on Wednesday
for failing to develop a sound
energy policy.

Dow supplies a broad swath
of industries, from agriculture
to health care, and any sizable
price jump would likely affect
almost all of them.

The price increases will

take effect Sunday and will
be based on a product’s expo-
sure to rising costs. Dow said it
spent $8 billion on energy and
hydrocarbon-based feedstock,
or raw materials, in 2002 and
that could climb fourfold to
$32 billion this year.

“For years, Washington has
failed to address the issue of
rising energy costs and, as a
result, the country now fac-
es a true energy crisis, one
that is causing serious harm
to America’s manufacturing
sector and all consumers of
energy,” Chairman and Chief
Executive Andrew Liveris said

DALE SpARKS/AP PHoTO

Brad Castle stands on the grounds of his father's business on
a 770-acre tract of land near Rowlesburg, W.Va., last Thursday.
Castle’s father and landowners recently leased the oil and gas
rights to a company for an extremely low price of $5 an acre.

in a statement.

“The government’s failure
to develop a comprehensive
energy policy is causing U.S.
industry to lose ground when
it comes to global competitive-
ness, and our own domestic
markets are now starting to see
demand destruction through-
outthe U.S.”

Liveris said soaring costs for
Dow are “forcing difficult dis-
cussions with customers.”

Midland, Mich.-based Dow
Chemical makes everything
from the propylene glycols
used in antifreeze, coolants,
solvents, cosmetics and phar-

Gas companies pressure land

By TIM HUBER

Associated Press Writer

CHARLESTON, W.Va. —
Unsuspecting property owners
around the country are getting
trampled in an old-fashioned
land rush by natural gas com-
panies and speculators trying
tolock up long-ignored drilling
rights quickly and cheaply.

Stories of fast-talking indus-
try representatives using scare
tactics to strong-arm people
into signing leases are popping
up from New York to West Vir-
ginia to parts of Indiana and
Texas. All of the properties sit

maceuticals, to acrylic, acid-
based products used in deter-
gents, wastewater-treatment
and disposable diapers.

It makes key ingredients
used in paints, textiles, glass,
packaging and cars.

Its products are sold in 160
countries.

The company last month
reported a 3 percent drop in
quarterly earnings, despite a 42
percent jump in feedstock and
energy costs.

Dow shares rose 60 cents to
$40.83 Wednesday.

For more information, see
www.dow.com.

on largely untapped natural
gas deposits made suddenly
viable — and valuable — by
soaring prices and improved
drilling techniques.

West Virginia farmer and
convenience store owner Brad
Castle is still hurting from his
experience.

Castle and his father thought
they were getting a windfall
when they signed a $5-an-acre
lease with a small Michigan
company with the promise of
12.5 percent royalties for the
gas rights to 800 acres they
own near Rowlesburgin north-
ern West Virginia. The process

FINAL FIGHT?

The Spurs face a must-
win situation tonight
when they travel to

the Staples Center for
Game 5 of the

Western Finals, Page 5

irefighter
ired after
urger stop

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — A firefighter who
stopped to pick up a hamburger
before rushing to help awoman
inrespiratory distress has been
fired.

Firefighter Michael Pooler’s
decision to stop at the Burger
House next to his fire station
before jumping onto a fire truck
delayed the

American-Statesman reported
Tuesday.

DeCrane said the 911 call
originated from a medical
clinic. In an audio recording of
the call, a clinic employee told a
dispatcher that the patient was
a 77-year-old woman who was
having difficulty talking and
breathing at the same time.

Pooler, a 12-year veteran

of the Fire

emergency
response by
two minutes,
said acting
Fire Chief Jim
Evans.

Evans said
in a disciplin-

“BECAUSE OF
HIS SELFISH
AND HIGHLY
UNPROFESSIONAL
ACTIONS, HE
HAS NO RIGHT

Department,
declined
through a
union rep-
resentative
to comment
on the firing,
which hap-

ary memo TO REMAIN pened after a
released Tues- AN AUSTIN hearing Fri-
day that Pooler FIREFIGHTER.” day. He does
demonstrated not have an
“a shocking —AUSTIN FIRE attorney, said
neglect of DEPARTMENT Palmer Buck,
duty” in the MEemoO secretary for
Jan. 4 inci- the Austin
dent. Association of

“Immediate response to
911 calls is the very essence of
what it means to be an Aus-
tin firefighter. ...Because of his
selfish and highly unprofes-
sional actions, he has no right
toremain an Austin firefighter,”
the memo said.

Michelle DeCrane, a Fire
Department spokeswoman,
said paramedics from Austin-
Travis County Emergency
Medical Services reached the
patient before firefighters
and canceled the firefighter
response. The patient’s condi-
tion was not known, the Austin

Professional Firefighters.

Buck said Pooler plans to
appeal the firing.

According to the three-page
memo, Pooler, who was the on-
duty supervisor, walked away
from the fire station to place
an order at the adjacent res-
taurant.

Evans said in the memo that
for a person in respiratory dis-
tress, two minutes can mean
the difference between life and
death or could lead to perma-
nent brain injury.

McClellan memoir
claims president
mishandled Iraq

BYJENNIFER LOVEN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Former
White House Press Secretary
Scott McClellan wrote in a new
memoir that President Bush
relied on an aggressive “politi-
cal propaganda campaign”
instead of the truth to sell the
Iraq war, and that the decision
to invade pushed Bush'’s presi-
dency “terribly off course.”

The Bush White House made
“a decision to turn away from
candor and honesty when those
qualities were most needed” —
a time when the nation was
on the brink of war, McClel-
lan wrote in “What Happened:
Inside the Bush White House
and Washington’s Culture of
Deception.”

The way Bush managed
the Iraq issue “almost guar-
anteed that the use of force
would become the only fea-
sible option.”

“In the permanent campaign
era, it was all about manipulat-
ing sources of public opinion
to the president’s advantage,”
McClellan wrote. McClellan

started when a landman —
an industry term for a person
who secures mineral rights —
knocked on his door.

“They’re very nice people,
the ones that come around. You
thought you could trust them,”
said Castle, who was warned to
sign or drillers would siphon
the gas beneath his property
without paying him a dime.

His feelings of trust evapo-
rated when rival companies
started offering $350 an acre
and royalties as high as 15 per-
cent.

Castle hired a lawyer to look
into breaking the lease.

admitted that some of his own
words from the podium in the
White House briefing room
turned out to be “badly mis-
guided.”

White House aides seemed
stunned by the scathing tone
of the book, and Bush press
secretary Dana Perino issued a
statement that was highly criti-
cal of their for-
mer colleague.

“Scott, we
now know, is
disgruntled
about his expe-
rience at the
White House,”
Perino said. Sgott
“For those of us \cClellan
who fully sup-
ported him before, during and
after he was press secretary,
we are puzzled. Itis sad. This is
not the Scott we knew.”

Perino said the reports on
the book had been described
to Bush and that she did not
expect him to comment.

“He has more pressing
matters than to spend time

Please see MEMOIR, Page 2

OWIErS

“There’s got to be a law broke
somewhere,” Castle said.

Retired dairy farmer Dewey
Decker heard similar pitches
when landmen started show-
ing up in New York’s Broome
and Delaware counties.

“They were offering like $25,
then $50,” Decker said. “Quite
a few people signed for $50.”

But Decker held out and
formed a pool with other
landowners that has grown to
more than 40,000 acres. The
approach worked: Decker’s
group agreed to a five-year deal

Please see GAS, Page 2
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Site helps find
lost cameras

By DANIELA FLORES

Associated Press Writer

Imagine you lost the camera
that had those one-of-a-kind
vacation photos. Now imagine
a stranger finding it: Would you
feel happy, or somehow that
your privacy was invaded, if
that stranger put some of your
images on the Web to track you
down?

A new Web site, www.Ifoun-
dyourcamera.net, asks people
who find cameras, memory
sticks or photos to upload a
few of the images, which are
posted for all to see. The intent
is for people who visit the site to
scroll through

founder Frank Warren. By the
end of the day, they'd started
www.Ifoundyourcamera.net.

Preprost asks people to send
in two pictures with identifi-
able people and landmarks.
When an owner turns up, he
puts them in contact with the
person who found their memo-
ries.

Brett Moist, a 21-year-old
photography student from
Crystal Lakes, Ill., lost his
memory card at Union Station
in Chicago during a trip. He
figured it was long gone.

Then a picture of Moist and
his girlfriend in front of Wrigley
Field turned up on Preprost’s

Web site.

the pictures
for their lost
memories or
for faces they
know.

In three
months, the
Web site has
had more
than 700,000
hits, accord-
ing to Matt
Preprost, the
blog’s 20-year-
old co-founder
and opera-

USING THE SITE

v Go to www.lfound
ourcamera.net
Post two photos with
identifiable people and
landmarks from the
camera you found.

v If people recognize
their lost photos,
they’ll contact the site
to let you know.

“A couple of
weeks after
I lost it, my
girlfriend’s
friend ran-
domly stum-
bled onto the
site and went
crazy when she
saw us,” Moist
said.

While Pre-
prost hasn’t
run into any
problems with
people upset

tor. Almost 60

people have

sent images from cameras they
found, and that’s led to eight
happy reunions between cam-
era owners and their digital
memories, he said.

“I thought that it was some-
thing special and unique, but
[ was unsure of how long it was
going to last,” said Preprost,
a student at the University of
Winnipeg in Canada.

His site was inspired by a
submission to PostSecret.com,
where people submit secrets on
the Internet via handmade post
cards. In early February, one
posted “secret” was from some-
one who had found a camera
at Lollapalooza and wanted to
reunite it with its owner.

Preprost found it compel-
ling that the person was using
PostSecret and e-mailed site-

about their

pictures being
posted online, the site is in a bit
of a legal gray area, according
R. Bruce Rich, a lawyer with
Weil, Gotshal & Manges in New
York City.

Whoever takes a picture
owns it and almost any photo
is entitled to copyright protec-
tion, Rich said. While Rich said
one could argue that the Web
site makes unauthorized copies
of pictures, it’s clear the intent
of the site is to get cameras back
to their rightful owners, not to
deny the camera’s owner any
commercial benefit.

Another problem could
arise, though, if someone who
appears in a posted image
claims that he or she had area-
sonable expectation of privacy
when the picture was taken,
Rich said.

Dashiell Kwan, center, holds a ball as he participates in a gymnas-
tics class. With the economic crunch, some parents are cutting child born this year until they are 17 is estimated at $204,060.

MONEY: Balancing ‘want’ with ‘need’

— Continued from Page 1

shelter, clothing, education and
other necessities through age
17, according to an annual gov-
ernment survey.

In 1960, the first year the sur-
vey was conducted, a parent
could expect to spend $25,230,
or $183,107 when adjusted for
2008 inflation. Some parents
will always be able to afford
designer wear for toddlers and
fancy cell phones for grade-
schoolers, but more average
earners are scaling back, said
Susan Smith Kuczmarski, alec-
turer and author on family life.

“Nowadays, given the econ-
omy, most parents are not
spending lavishly,” said Kuc-
zmarski, who lives in Chicago
and has three sons. Some might
“indulge education,” as she did
with private school for her kids,

END OF THE LINE

Max NAasH/AP PHoTO

A passenger tries to get information from two police officers after she arrives at the Liverpool
Street station in London. The station was closed and all trains were suspended following dam-
age to a bridge farther down the line Wednesday. A 1,433-ton bridge partially collapsed, forcing
about 300 passengers to walk about two miles. No injuries were reported.

while doing without structured
play activities or fancy toys.

Stacy Francis, 33, the owner
of a financial consulting firm
just off Wall Street, shops at
her hometown near Ann Arbor,
Mich., for her 2-year-old, Sebas-
tian, rather than hipster tot bou-
tiques in her lower Manhattan
neighborhood. Francis under-
stands the pull, though, recall-
ing a black tie backyard birth-
day bash her family attended
for a 4-year-old. The party was
complete with tuxedoed waiters
passing trays of hors d'oeuvres
and Dom Perignon.

“As a parent you can definite-
ly get carried away,” she said,
“And start to believe that the
amount of money you spend on
your child, the clothes they're
wearing, the activities they
do, show how much you love
them.”

TiNA FINEBERG/AP PHOTO

back on luxuries for their kids. The cost of raising a middle-income

Melissa Ford, a 29-year-old
stay-at-home mom in Midloth-
ian, Va., with two boys and a
third child on the way, said she
catches herself thinking her
children “need” whatever her
friends’ children have.

“I've never heard someone
say ‘I really wish my mom
would have gotten me that Bar-
bie,”” she said. “I hear people
saying, ‘I wish that my mom
and dad had been home more
or listened to me more or that I
felt more loved.”

For some parents, thoughts
of their own childhoods bubble
up when it comes to money.

Meri Rogers, from Webb City,
Mo., has three boys and a girl.
Sophia, 6, is a budding Han-
nah Montana fan with exactly
one Miley Cyrus item to her
name, a “girls rule” necklace.
The thought of spending big

GAS: Property owners face
strong-arm gas companies

— Continued from Page 1

that pays $2,411 an acre and a
15 percent royalty.

So, too, did entrepreneur and
writer Tom Rodgers and much
of his suburban Arlington, Tex-
as, neighborhood, which sits
atop a gas-rich formation called
Barnett shale. Like Castle, Rod-
gers said landmen often warned
that homeowners risked get-

occasionally of instances that
are not up to our standards
and when we do, we move very
quickly to rectify that.”

West Virginia lawyer David
McMahon said such aggressive
tactics are showing up across
West Virginia counties with
substantial Marcellus shale, a
6,000-foot-deep rock formation
believed to hold 50 trillion cubic
feet of recoverable gas.

ting nothing “Most
if they didn’t everybody’s
sign. “These “MosTt getting a
landmen do EVERYBODY’S lowball dol-
lie. They do GETTING A lar offer and
exaggerate." LOWBALL DOLLAR lots of peo-
Gas compa- OFFER, AND ple are get-
nies such as LOTS OF PEOPLE ting rushed,
Chesapeake ARE GETTING McMahon
Energy Corp. » said. He
make no RUSHED. recently
bones about —DAVID started a
their desire to McMAHON campaign to
lock up leas- ATT ORNE; educate land-
ing rights. owners about
The Okla- mineral leas-
homa City- ing through

based natural gas giant calls
its aggressive lease acquisition
program the “land grab” in
its latest annual report to the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission.

Chesapeake takes pains to
educate landowners about min-
eral and surface rights through
open forums with state regula-
tors and attorneys, spokesman
Jim Gipson said.

“Many of the brokers that
we employ are contractors,”
Gipson said. “We’re not with
them every day and we do hear

the West Virginia Surface Own-
ers’ Rights Organization.

Among other things, McMa-
hon advises landowners to
take their time and refuse to be
rushed into signing leases.

As for the kind of half-truths
Castle was told — landown-
ers can be reimbursed for gas
sucked from beneath their
property — McMahon said
that’s not universal — and not
true.

“Some landmen are being
fair, but sharp bargainers.”

for Hannah concert tickets that
sold earlier this year for $350
and more doesn’t enter into
Rogers’ parenting equation.

Rogers, 38, grew up on a 180-
acre farm not far from her town;
her family of five and nine
foster kids lived off what they
could grow.

Growing up as she did, it’s
hard for Rogers to hear her kids
complain about coming up
short in other material ways,
like not being able to participate
in expensive sports leagues.

They attend free or low-cost
concerts and other cultural
offerings around town and
seek out discounts. They go to
the library up the street once
a week and buy store brands
when grocery shopping.

“I don’t want to begrudge
them everything that they
want. It’s a balancing act.”

MEMOIR:
McClellan
bashes Bush

— Continued from Page 1

commenting on books by for
mer staffers,” Perino said.

The book provoked strong
reactions from former staffer:
as well.

“For him to do this now
strikes me as self-serving, dis
ingenuous and unprofessional,
Fran Townsend, former head o
the White House-based coun
terterrorism office, told CNN.

In an interview with Fos3
News, former top aide Karl Rove
said: “If he had these mora
qualms, he should have spoker
up about them. And frankly,
don’t remember him speaking
up about these things. I don’
remember a single word.”

Richard Clarke, another for
mer counterterrorism advise:
who also came out with a bool
critical of administration pol
icy, said he could understanc
McClellan’s thinking, however
Clarke told CNN that he, too
was harshly criticized.

“I can show you the tire
tracks,” Clarke said.

McClellan called the Iraq wa
a “serious strategic blunder,
a harsh assessment from the
man who was at that time the
loyal public voice of the White
House who had followed Bust
to Washington from Texas.

“The Iraq war was not neces:
sary,” he concluded. “Waging
an unnecessary war is a grave
mistake.”
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Rebuilding
China to be
costly, slow

CHENGDU, China —
Rebuilding China's devastated
earthquake zone will be a long
and arduous process, the gov-
ernment warned Wednesday in
a signal to millions of survivors
living in tents that there will be
no quick return to normalcy from
their upturned lives.

Infrastructure problems — from
rehousing entire townships
destroyed by the quake to dig-
ging channels to divert blocked
rivers — are among the most
pressing for officials more than
two weeks after the disaster.

Some 5 million people were
left homeless by the May 12
quake, and officials say the hard-
hit Sichuan province is still prone
to landslides.

Lebanese resident
seeks new cabinet

BEIRUT, Lebanon —
Lebanon’s new president on
Wednesday asked outgoing
Prime Minister Fuad Saniora
to form a new Cabinet despite
reservations by the Hezbollah-led
opposition.

President Michel Suleiman'’s
appointment of Saniora had
been practically ensured fol-
lowing a decision late Tuesday
by the parliamentary majority to
back him.

Saniora called on Lebanese
to “heal the wounds” of the past
and pledged to try to form a gov-
ernment for all of Lebanon.

The Western-leaning par-
liamentary majority and the
Hezbollah-led opposition agreed
to form a national unity govern-
ment under a deal that resolved
a prolonged political crisis which
pushed Lebanon to the brink of a
new civil war.

The opposition considers
Saniora a provocative figure who
has rejected power-sharing.

Serial killer found
guilty in France

CHARLEVILLE-MEZIERES,
France — A man accused
of seeking young virgins to
rape and kill was convicted
Wednesday of seven murders
and sentenced to life in prison.

Michel Fourniret, 66, was
given the maximum sentence by
the jury in northeast France. He
cannot be considered for parole
before serving 30 years behind
bars.

His wife, Monique Olivier, 59,
also was convicted of complicity
in four of the murders and sen-
tenced to life in prison.

The verdict closes a two-
month trial that riveted France
and neighboring Belgium, where
one of the victims was killed.

The young women, aged 12
to 21, were strangled, shot or
stabbed with a screwdriver
between 1987 and 2001 to
feed what prosecutors called
Fourniret's obsession for virgins.

Tourist area hit
by shark attacks

ZIHUATANEJO, Mexico — No
one could even remember a
shark attack along this resort-
studded stretch of Mexican
coast popular with surfers and
Hollywood'’s elite. Many of the
large predators had been pulled
from the ocean by fishermen.

So when sharks attacked three
surfers in less than a month, two
fatally, it was unthinkable.

The latest attack came
Saturday, when a shark chomped
down on the arm of surfing
enthusiast Bruce Grimes, an
American expat who runs a surf
shop in Zihuatanejo.

Grimes managed about five
strokes before teeth sank into his
arm. He made it to shore, escap-
ing with a few gashes.

Right team, wrong
flag causes stir

PRAGUE, Czech Republic —
The Latvian flag was in the game
program along with a photo of
the Latvian national soccer team.
Before the match, Czech orga-
nizers played Latvia's national
anthem.

However, the Czech Republic
was facing Lithuania on Tuesday
night, not Latvia.

The Czech Republic's soc-
cer federation apologized
Wednesday. The federation said
in a statement that the mistakes
were inexcusable and measures
will be taken not to repeat them.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pact bans cluster bombs

U.S. not part of talks
to eliminate ‘bomblets’

By SHAWN POGATCHNIK

Associated Press Writer

DUBLIN, Ireland — More than 100
nations agreed on a treaty Wednesday
to ban current types of cluster bombs
and require the destruction of stockpiles

within eight years.

However the biggest makers and users
of cluster bombs — the United States,
Russia, China, Israel, India and Paki-

negotiations.

Cluster munitions, fired by artillery or
dropped from aircraft, scatter dozens or
hundreds of “bomblets” across a large
area to attack concentrations of troops
and vehicles. Critics of the weapon say
that bomblets often fail to detonate on
impact and instead explode when civil-
ians later stumble on them.

Ireland and other lead sponsors plan

stan — were not involved in the talks,
and the pact leaves the door open for
new types of bombs that could pick
targets more precisely and contain self-
destruct technology. The breakthrough
on a ban capped more than a year of

After 239 years of kings, Nepal abolishes monarchy

MusTAFA QURAISHI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nepalese celebrate after lawmakers declare Nepal a republic on Wednesday. The future of the
country under its Maoist leaders remains uncertain.

A NEW REPUBLIC

By MATTHEW ROSENBERG

Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal — The world’s last
Hindu kingdom became its newest secular
republic Wednesday as Nepal’s lawmak-
ers, led by former communist insurgents,
abolished the monarchy that had reigned

for 239 years.

Throughout the day, thousands of people
marched, danced and sang in the streets of

Katmandu in antici-
pation of the vote,
waving red hammer-
and-sickle flags as
King Gyanendra
awaited his fate. Late
in the day, the newly
elected Constituent

Assembly declared the country a republic
and abolished the monarchy by a vote of
560-4. Thirty-seven assembly members were

not present.

“We have entered a new era today,” said
Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, calling
Nepal'’s rebirth as a republic “the dream of

the whole nation.”

There was no immediate reaction from the
61-year-old king, who has remained silent in

recent months as it became apparent that his
days on the throne were numbered. He now

has 15 days to leave the palace.

holiday.

“WE HAVE ENTERED A NEW
ERA TODAY.”

— GIRIJA PRASAD KOIRALA,
PRIME MINISTER OF NEPAL

As word of the republic’s declaration
spread through Katmandu, groups of cel-
ebrating young men yelled in the streets and
set off firecrackers.With the king now gone,
Nepalis are settling in for a three-day public

The end of Nepal’s royal dynasty may have
come in a peaceful vote, but the stage for the

monarchy’s demise
was set by a com-
munist insurgency
that bled Nepal for a
decade.

What comes next
for the new republic
remains uncertain.

The Maoist leaders, who say they are com-
mitted capitalists, have promised to bring
sweeping change to this largely impover-

ished country, but they are struggling to

form a government.
Even in victory, the Maoists worry many
in Nepal, and the country is still regularly

bloodied by political violence, as evidenced

ries.

by a string of small bombings that hit Kat-
mandu this week, causing no serious inju-

to unveil the treaty Friday after it is
translated into several languages, and
nations are expected to sign the docu-
ment in December in Oslo, Norway:.

The agreement contains two key con-
cessions sought by the U.S. despite its
absence from the talks. The pact would
allow countries that sign the treaty to
keep cooperating militarily with those
that do not, and the treaty’s detailed
definition of what a cluster bomb is —
and isn’t— also will allow development
of more advanced weapons.

The treaty specifies that designs are
permitted if each weapon contains
fewer than 10 bomblets weighing more

than 8.8 pounds. Each bomblet would
have to contain targeting technology
and include security measures to defuse
duds, reducing the number of civilian
casualties.

Campaigners against the use of clus-
ter bombs welcomed the treaty’s com-
mitment to fund projects to remove
unexploded bomblets and support those
victimized by cluster munitions, but
they also expressed worries that the
treaty concedes too many loopholes.

Before the treaty was announced,
British Prime Minister Gordon Brown
announced that Britain will take all of
its cluster weapons out of service.

ISRAEL
Pressure mounts
against Olmert

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JERUSALEM — Israel’s
powerful defense minister on
Wednesday called on Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert to step
down amid a burgeoning cor-
ruption scandal and

resign if indicted.

At a news conference, Barak
said that because of the crimi-
nal investigation, Olmert could
not focus on peace efforts
and Israel’s pressing security
needs.

“I don’t think the

threatened to bring
down the government
if the Israelileader does
not comply.

The ultimatum was
the latest in a string
of career threatening
challenges that Olmert
has weathered during

prime minister can at
the same time lead the
government and han-
dle his own affairs ... I
believe the prime min-
ister must disconnect
himself from the day-
to-day running of the
government,” he said,

two years in office.

If Labor Party lead-
er Ehud Barak carries out his
promise to withdraw from
Olmert’s coalition, new elec-
tions could usher in a govern-
ment opposed to current peace
talks with the Palestinians and
Syria.

Israeli prosecutors have been
investigating tens of thousands
of dollars in campaign contri-
butions that Olmert collected
from American donors in the
years before he became prime
minister in 2006.

Calls for Olmert’s resignation
gained volume this week after
a key witness, U.S. business-
man Morris Talansky, testified
he had given $150,000 of his
own money to Olmert over the
years, before he was premier.
Talansky said the payments
often were in cash-stuffed
envelopes.

Olmert has denied any
wrongdoing and promised to

Olmert

suggesting Olmert sus-
pend himself, resign or
even go on vacation.

He promised to consider
cooperating with a new leader
from Olmert’s Kadima Party,
but vowed to pull Labor out of
the government soon if Olmert
doesn’t step aside. Without
Labor, Olmert would lose his
parliamentary majority, prob-
ably forcing elections two years
early.

Polls forecast a poor perfor-
mance for Labor if elections are
held now, signaling that Benja-
min Netanyahu, a fierce critic
of Olmert’s peace overtures,
would win. That could deter
Barak from following through
on his threat to bring down the
government.

In Washington, State Depart-
ment spokesman Tom Casey
declined to speculate on the
possible effect of a change in
Israeli leadership on the U.S.-
backed peace process.

Israel: Iranian arms
moving into Gaza

BYyAMY TEIBEL
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — Rockets and
weapons bearing signs of Ira-
nian paint, lettering and serial
numbers are making their way
into the Gaza Strip and Leba-
non — helping Tehran cement
its powerful role within mil-
itant movements on Israel’s
borders, senior Israeli security
officials say.

Officials said they believe the
weapons, including an 18-inch
fragment of a Grad-type
Katyusha rocket seen by The
Associated Press, are reach-
ing blockaded Gaza through a
clandestine land and sea net-
work. They also said trucks and
airplanes carry Iranian-made
rockets across the Syrian-Leb-
anese border.

After recent clashes across

Lebanon, Hezbollah forced
the weakened Lebanese gov-
ernment into concessions that
could free the guerrilla group
to bring in even more rockets.

The Israeli claims have not
been backed up by a public
display of evidence, leading
some to question the extent of
Iranian involvement on Israel’s
borders. Iran, Hezbollah and
Palestinian militants all deny
an Iranian arms connection.

Experts think Iran’s wider
aim is to indirectly pressure
Israel. Iranian officials did not
respond to calls seeking com-
ment.

Hamas and other militant
factions in Gaza have been
firing crude projectiles into
southern Israel for years.In the
past, Iran has acknowledged
giving money to Hamas but
denied supplying arms.

South Africa seeks better care for victims fleeing violence

By CELEAN JACOBSON
Associated Press Writer

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa — Foreigners flee-
ing their homes in the face
of anti-immigrant violence
must be housed in better
facilities — but the shelters
must not become perma-
nent, government officials
said Wednesday.

The government has
been promising to move
those seeking refuge in
police stations, town halls
and churches to better
shelters. An announce-
ment on government plans
to accommodate the dis-
placed is expected Thurs-
day.

At least 56 people have
been killed and nearly

50,000 foreigners forced
from their homes in a
wave of attacks by South
Africans who accuse them
of taking jobs and being
responsible for crime.

Hlangwani Mulaudzi, a
government spokesman,
said officials were still
identifyingland and final-
izing logistical details.

He said the government
does not want the shelters
to be “labeled as refugee
camps” and hopes all
those displaced eventu-
ally will be integrated back
into their communities.

“We have a problem
now, so let’s put up shel-
ters. But we don’t want to
see them become perma-
nent,” he said.

The government must

ensure the shelters have
proper health and sani-
tation services, he said.
Mulaudzi also said the
government wants the
shelters to be close to the
victims’ homes so they
could return to work or
school.

“We don’t want to put
them far away but find bet-
ter areas nearby,” he said.

In Cape Town, nearly
20,000 people have been
accommodated into
makeshift shelters of huge
tents.

A coalition of health and
human rights groups said
that “exile” to these camps
will make reintegration
more difficult and further
stress delivery of health
and sanitation services.

SCHALK VAN ZUYDAM / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Displaced foreigners of African countries gather in Cape Town Wednesday.
South Africa does not want to make shelters into permanent homes.
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Dems
seeking
end to
delegate
dispute

Party: Fla., Mich.
should not expect
full vote count

By NEDRA PICKLER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — With
the nomination in sight, Sen.
Barack Obama is willing to
give rival Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton the lion’s share of the
delegates from Florida and
Michigan but is stopping short
of her demand to fully recog-
nize the two renegade states.

The Democratic National
Committee is
trying to work
out a compro-
mise to the
long-running
dispute over
Michigan and
Florida. In vio-
lation of party
rules, the two
states held pri-
maries in January and were
stripped of their delegates. The
committee’s Rules and Bylaws
panel meets Saturday.

The committee could decide
to send half the delegates to
the convention, uncertain is
which half. Another option is
to seat all the delegates with
half a vote. Then the issue is
how those votes should be split
between the senators from New
York and Illinois.

Whatever decision is made
during a party meeting Sat-
urday delays a resolution of
the Democratic contest, just as
Obama is within reach of the
2,026 delegates needed to win
the nomination.

“Our magic number could
increase kind of at the 11th
hour here,” Obama campaign
manager David Plouffe said
Wednesday.

He told reporters: “If it’s
raised a little bit based on the
Rules Committee, we'll have
to go get some more superdel-
egates. But at some point we're
the nominee.”

Clinton has
been pushing
for the Demo-
cratic National
Committee
to seat all 368
delegates from
Florida and
Michigan. She
won both con-
tests — after all the candidates
agreed not to campaign in
either state and Obama wasn’t
on the Michigan ballot.

Clinton strategist Harold
Ickes is one of the 30 mem-
bers of the committee, and
he said he’ll be encouraging
them to base their decisions
on the January primaries. “We
are urging 100 percent of the
delegations be seated and that
each delegate have a full vote,”
Ickes said.

That’s an unlikely outcome
as even Clinton aides have
privately acknowledged they
lack the votes on the commit-
tee to restore all the delegates.
Thirteen of the members are
publicly committed to Clinton,
eight have endorsed Obama
and nine are undeclared.

Committee members inter-
viewed by The Associated
Press expressed little interest
in the option of seating all the
delegates. The staff wrote in an
analysis sent to members this
week that the rules call for the
two states to lose at least half
their delegates at a minimum
for voting too early.

Sen. Clinton

Sen. Obama

Chicago train derails; 14 hurt

By DON BABWIN

Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — A Chicago
transit spokeswoman says a
train derailment was probably
caused by operator error.

A Chicago Transit Authority
train derailed Wednesday on
the city’s South Side, frighten-
ing passengers as emergency
responders removed them
from the elevated rails.

Fourteen people were taken
to hospitals, 11 in good condi-
tion and three in fair condi-
tion, said Fire Commissioner
Raymond Orozco. A total of 25
people had been on the train,
including one CTA employee.

Agency spokeswoman
Noelle Gaffney said an opera-
tor apparently failed to heed a
stop signal. The train automati-
cally stopped when it activated
atrip.

But she says the opera-
tor moved the train forward
again before the tracks could

M. SPENCER GREEN/ THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Firefighters and officials from the Chicago Transit Authority survey
the scene of a four-car train derailment Wednesday in Chicago.

be switched into the proper
position.

Gaffney said there is still a
possibility the aging transit
system played a role.

The first two cars of the
four-car train sat askew at a
junction between two lines

but remained upright after the
derailment, which CTA spokes-
woman Catherine Hosinski
said happened shortly after
10 a.m.

“Everybody was screaming
and hollering and you know,
and praying for God,” said

35-year-old Willie Jackson, who
was aboard the train’s second
car when it derailed and leaned
west off the tracks.

“I was just hoping that train
didn’t go over the edge. That
was the only thing I was really
concerned about,” Jackson
said.

All passengers appeared to
be off the train within about
an hour.

CTA President Ron Huber-
man said the derailment’s
cause was unclear, but the
agency’s investigation was
focusing on the signal system
at the junction.

The derailment was just the
latest problem for the city’s
deteriorating century-old train
system, which runs throughout
the city and to nearby commu-
nities on elevated and under-
ground tracks.

A rush-hour Blue Line train
derailed in a subway in July
2006, causing a fire that injured
more than 150 people.

Drilling might ruin rock art

Group wants
‘irreplaceable’

etchings
protected

By MIKE STARK

Associated Press Writer

WELLINGTON, Utah —
Along Utah’s Nine Mile Can-
yon lies what some call the
longest art gallery in the world
— thousands of prehistoric
rock carvings and paintings
of bighorn sheep and and
warriors engaged in hand-to-
hand combat.

But now, a dramatic
increase in natural gas drill-
ing is proposed on the plateau
above the canyon, and preser-
vationists fear trucks will kick
up dust that will cover over
the images.

“They’reirreplaceable,” said
Steve Tanner, a member of the
Nine Mile Canyon Coalition,
which wants more done to
funnel industrial traffic away
from the canyon to protect the
art on the sandstone walls.

The more than 10,000 petro-
glyphs — a carving drawing
on rock made by prehistoric
people — have been a source
of fascination since their dis-
covery in the late 1800s.

The artis believed to be the
work of the Fremont people,
who lived in present-day
Utah, Idaho, Colorado and

BRETT BEIER / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tim Baker gave his daughter, Andria, a new Pontiac G6 for not
missing a day of classes in 13 years at school.

ROCK FACTS

e More than 10,000 petroglyphs were discovered in the late

1800s.

e Theartisbelieved to be the work of the Fremont people.

e The area now has 100 to 110 active natural gas wells.

Nevada from A.D. 700 to A.D.
1300.

But the scrubby, rugged
landscape around the can-
yon — a mix of private and
public land —is also rich in
minerals.

Then, in 2002, Denver-
based Bill Barrett Corp. paid
about $8 million for more
than 47,000 acres of oil and
gas leases in and around the
plateau.

The area now has 100 to
110 active natural gas wells
by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement’s estimate, and the
agency is proposing to allow
roughly 700 to 800 more to be
drilled over eight years.

Traffic along the narrow
gravel road through the can-
yon would increase from
about 107 vehicles per day
now to a maximum of 441 per
day during peak development,

which would probably last
two to three years, according
to BLM estimates.

As for the effect on the art-
work, some warn it would
be akin to driving a truck
through the Louvre Muse-
um.

In 2006, the Bill Barrett
Corp. agreed to pay for a study
of the possible effects of the
dust.

Constance Silver of Preser-
var Inc., which conducted
the study, said that she found
kicked-up dust thatlands on a
rock art panel creates “a very
serious conservation prob-
lem.”

Company spokesman Jim
Felton defended the project,
saying if drilling does not go
forward, the implications
will be “immediate, dire and
drastic” given the demand for
energyin the U.S. The project

Local preservationists want
to stop the drilling work at
the in Nine Mile Canyon
northeast of Wellington, Utah
because they fear increased
dust from trucks may hurt the
quality of ancient rock carv-
ings. (AP Photos/Douglas
C. Pizac)

would also create nearly 1,000
jobs in the area, according to
the BLM.

Bill Barrett Corp. said it
has put about $2 million
into improving roads in the
area, including rounding out
curves to make them safer
and building a route that
moves traffic away from one
of the most famous panels.

By the time the project is
complete, the rock art won'’t
be any worse off and visitors
will have a better experience,
Felton said.

Already, it seems, the char-
acter of the canyon is chang-
ing.

The site has long been a
popular stop for rock art
enthusiasts from around the
world. In the past two years
or so, visitors’ inquiries about
the canyon have dropped off
as gas drilling and truck traf-
fic picked up, according to
Chanel Atwood at the Castle
Country Regional Informa-
tion Center in Price.

“I had some people say
it’s their last visit,” Atwood
said. “...they were looking for
a more serene place to see
rock art.”

Teenager rewarded for attendance

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CONSTANTINE, Mich. —
Andria Baker has always been
present.

From kindergarten through
high school, Baker made it to
school every day, despite colds
and sports injuries. Why? If she
kept it up, her father promised
heracar.

Baker kept up her end of the
bargain by going to school on
those days when she was sick.
She notched her 13th year of
uninterrupted attendance with
her final day at Constantine
High School on Friday.

At a party Sunday, her father,

Tim, presented the young
woman with the keys to a new,
$17,000, Pontiac G6, complete
with a “0 DAYS” personalized
license plate.

“Without a doubt, it was
worth every penny I spent,”
he said.

The look on his daughter’s
face when she saw the car was
priceless, Tim Baker said.

“When she turned around
after seeing the car, she did not
know what to do,” he said. “We
got her into the car and she just
sat there. Then she ran into
the house to get her driver’s
license, and she and her best
friend got in the car and tooled

“WITHOUT
DOUBT, IT WAS
WORTH EVERY

PENNY I SPENT.”

— TiMm BAKER,
FATHER

down the road.”

Andria Baker, 19, said she
probably would have gone
ahead with her quest for per-
fect attendance even if a new
car had not been promised.

“A lot of my friends thought
I was crazy, but I just kept
going,” she said.

NATIONAL

Woman dies
in iron lung
after outage

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — A wom-
an who spent nearly 60 years
of her life in an iron lung died
Wednesday after a power fail-
ure shut down the machine.

Dianne Odell, 61, had been
confined to the machine since
she was stricken by polio at 3
years old, before a vaccine was
discovered for the disease.

Family members said they
were unable to get an emer-
gency generator working for
the iron lung after a power fail-
ure knocked out electricity to
the Odell family’s residence,
about 80 miles northeast of
Memphis.

Despite her confinement,
Odell earned a high school
diploma, took college courses
and wrote a children’s book.

Inmate to be tried
with new evidence

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A
federal judge on Wednesday
ordered Tennessee to quick-
ly re-try or free a death row
inmate whose conviction was
questioned after DNA evidence
raised doubt about his guilt.

Paul House was sentenced
to die for the 1985 slaying of a
young woman. However, the
Supreme Court ruled in June
2006 that jurors would not have
convicted House if they had the
results of DNA tests that were
revealed in the late 1990s.

On Wednesday, a district
judge granted House’s request
to force prosecutors to begin a
new trial quickly. Mattice said
the process for a new trial must
begin by June 17 or House must
be freed.

Two face charges
in marijuana case

LOS ANGELES — The owner
of six California medical mar-
jjuana stores, including one
linked to an accident that killed
a motorist and paralyzed an
officer, faces federal drug and
money-laundering charges.

Virgil Grant II1, 41, and his
wife, Psytra Grant, 33, were
arrested Tuesday, said a
spokesman for the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office.

Police are still searching for
employee Stanley Jerome Cole,
who is accused of selling mari-
juana to Jeremy White. White
is charged with gross vehicu-
lar manslaughter in connec-
tion with an accident in which
his truck hit a car, killing the
driver and injuring a California
Highway Patrol officer.

Kelly trial on hold
for new evidence

CHICAGO — R. Kelly’s
child pornography trial was
adjourned Wednesday after his
lawyer said he received a call
from a man
who claims to
have relevant
information.

Judge Vin-
cent Gaughan
said attorneys
need time to
interview the
man, who
could impeach
someone else’s testimony.

Kelly, 41, has pleaded not
guilty to 14 counts of child por-
nography after being accused
of videotaping himself having
sex with an underage girl. He
faces up to 15 years in prison if
convicted.

R. Kelly

Ex-SEAL: | alone
killed woman

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. —
A former Navy SEAL trainee
testified Wednesday that he
alone killed a Georgia college
student, a crime that sent him
and a friend to prison.

Billy Joe Brown testified in
Virginia Beach Circuit Court
as part of Dustin Turner’s bid
to overturn his conviction. The
two were stationed at Little
Creek Naval Amphibious Base
when pre-med student Jennifer
Evans disappeared from a Vir-
ginia Beach bar in June 1995.

Turner and Brown were
convicted of killing Evans in
separate jury trials, but Brown
said he became a Christian in
prison and realized he should
confess to the crime.

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Couple
arrested
for buying
babies

MONTERREY, Mexico —
Police in northern Mexico have
arrested two people accused of
buying Mexican babies to sell to
U.S. couples for a profit, investi-
gators said Wednesday.

Amado Torres, 64, of
Harlingen, and his wife Maria
Isabel Hernandez, 25, are sus-
pected of buying more than a
dozen children aged 2 or young-
er, officials say.

Officials said Torres and
Hernandez had a notebook with
a list of babies. Mexican authori-
ties were working with their
U.S. counterparts to locate the
children.

Torres said he was a mission-
ary helping pregnant mothers
unable to pay for their medical
expenses and the costs of rais-
ing a child.

Mexican convicted
of 3 murders loses
federal appeal

HOUSTON - A Mexican
national convicted of gunning
down three El Paso teenagers
has lost a federal court appeal,
moving him a step closer to
execution.

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals refused to allow Ignacio
Gomez to move forward with
additional appeals for the 1996
murders.

Gomez, 38, argued he was
unconstitutionally deprived of
his rights under an international
treaty because police should
have told him of his right to legal
assistance from the Mexican
consulate.

Judge denies
request to
make home law
constitutional

FARMERS BRANCH, Texas —

A federal judge has denied a
Dallas suburb's request to have
its latest rule banning home and
apartment rentals to illegal immi-
grants declared constitutional.

The decision issued
Wednesday focused on a
Farmers Branch ordinance that
would require prospective ten-
ants to get a rental license from
the city. Farmers Branch would
ask the federal government
for the applicant’s legal status
before approving the rental
license.

U.S. District Judge Sam A.
Lindsay wrote that federal courts
do not give advisory decisions
to assure governments that
their statutes pass constitutional
muster.

LBJ tapes reveal
connection to Israel

JERUSALEM - Tapes of
Lyndon Johnson's Oval Office
conversations, released to the
public on Wednesday, reveal
that the American president had
a personal and often emotional
connection to Israel, a scholar
said.

In the first public presenta-
tion of the tapes Wednesday at
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
professor Robert Johnson said
this connection influenced his
policy decisions and helped lay
the foundation for the special
relationship between the two
nations.

While Johnson was in office
from 1963 to 1969, the United
States became Israel’s chief
diplomatic ally and primary arms
supplier. He was also the first
U.S. president to invite an Israeli
premier on a state visit.

The tapes document LBJ's
growing belief in the importance
of Israel throughout his adminis-
tration.

Voter suppresion
lawsuit settled

MARSHALL — The Texas
Democratic Party and a group
of voters have settled a federal
lawsuit against state officials over
allegations of voter suppression.

The agreement reached
Wednesday came just before a
U.S. District Court trial was to
begin in a lawsuit challenging the
state and Republican Attorney
General Greg Abbott.

Gerry Hebert, an attorney rep-
resenting voters, said the settle-
ment includes the Texas Attorney
General's Office agreeing to no
longer prosecute what are called
hypertechnical violations involving
mail-in ballots.

In a statement, Abbott pro-
claimed the settlement a victory
in efforts to fight election fraud.

—THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

To remain alive in series, San Antonio

AP PHoTO/MATT SLocum

San Antonio Spurs guard Tony
Parker, top, falls over Los Angeles
Lakers guard Derek Fisher after
taking a shot.

TONIGHT’S GAME
San Antonio at LA Lakers,
8 p.m on TNT. The Lakers
look to close out the Spurs in
the best-of-seven series and
advance to the NBA finals for
the first time since 2004.

FIRST TIME

San Antonio lost at home for
the first time in eight games
this postseason Tuesday night,
93-91 to the Lakers, who lead

the series 3-1.

“(The Lakers) certainly can’t

rely on home court. They're
going to have to go out and play

a ballgame.”

—Phil Jackson, Lakers coach

AP PHOTO/MARK J. TERRILL

The Spurs’ Manu Ginobili shoots as the Lakers Pau Gasol (right)
and Lamar Odom defend during the second half in Game 2 of the
Western Conference finals, Friday, May 23 in Los Angeles.

MUST IIN

AP PHoTO/MATT SLOoCUM

San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich instructs his players
against the Los Angeles Lakers
during the first half of Game 4 on
Tuesday. The winner must take four
out of seven games in the series.

HELP, PLEASE

Tim Duncan (29) and Tony
Parker (23) combined for 52 of
San Antonio’s 59 points by its
starters in a 93-91 loss to the
Lakers on Tuesday:.

SPEAKING OF LOSS

“It was just a good defense
and missed a lot of easy shots.
You know, myself, Timmy
(Duncan), we missed a lot
of layups. It was just never
— we never (were) in a good

rhythm.”

— Spurs guard Tony Parker after
Tuesday’s loss to the Lakers.

Sharon and Ron Ullrich of San Antonio sit among seats
draped with T-shirts before the start of Game 4 of the West-
ern Conference finals on Tuesday in San Antonio.

AP PHoTo/MATT SLocum

AP PHoTto/PauL IVERSON

Actress Eva Longoria Parker, wife of Spurs player Tony
Parker, works at the drive-thru window Tuesday at a Wendy's
restaurant in Corpus Christi, Texas, during a campaign for

“Father's Day Frosty Weekend" to raise money for adoption

charities.

AP PHOTO/MATT SLOCUM

Los Angeles Lakers fan Freddy Lavassani of Los Angeles,
takes his picture with former San Antonio Spurs player David
Robinson before Game 4 in San Antonio.

Exxon head keeps 2 jobs

Tillerson gets
to stay both
CEO, chairman

By JOHN PORRETTO

Associated Press Writer

DALLAS — Exxon Mobil
Corp. chairman and CEO Rex
Tillerson will retain both of
those jobs at the world’s biggest
publicly traded oil company
after a highly public, Rocke-
feller-led push to separate the
roles failed again Wednesday.

Stripping Tillerson of the
chairman’s job in favor of an
independent director was the
main focus of the company’s
annual shareholder meeting
ata downtown symphony hall.
In the end, the measure got
support of only 39.5 percent of
shareholders, slightly less than
last year’s 40 percent, despite a
hard push by descendants of
John D. Rockefeller, the found-
er of Exxon Mobil predecessor
Standard Oil Corp.

None of the 17 shareholder
proposals considered at the
three-hour meeting received
enough support to pass, and
all were opposed by the Exxon
Mobil board.

Introduced primarily by
environmentally minded
investors and shareholder
activists, they sought such
things as quantitative goals
for reducing greenhouse gas

emissions, shareholder input
on executive compensation
and a report on the likely con-
sequences of climate change
for developing countries and
poor communities between
now and 2030.

This marked the seventh
time the proposal to split the
roles of chairman and CEO was
considered.

Rockefeller family members
and others have said they'’re
concerned Irving-based Exxon
Mobil is too focused on short-
term gains from soaring oil
prices and should do more to
invest in cleaner technology for
the future. Some shareholders
lambasted the company for not
doing enough now to create
far-reaching policies to reduce
harmful greenhouse-gas emis-
sions.

“It’s crucial for every compa-
ny to ask, ‘Is it doing all it can
to prepare for the future?” The
Rockefeller family believes now
is precisely the time for Exxon
Mobil, with its strong financial
performance, to take the long-
term steps needed to increase
shareholder value,” said Peter
O’Neill, a great-great grandson
of John D. Rockefeller.

Some shareholders com-
plained about the company
spending too much on share
repurchases; others said they’d
like larger dividends.

But everyone seemed
to agree it would be hard to
top the company’s financial
results. Exxon Mobil posted the

AP PHoTtos/LM OTERO

Exxon Mobil Corp. chairman
and CEO Rex Tillerson, left,
will keep the company’s two
top posts after only 39.5 per-
cent of shareholders voted
to separate the positions
Wednesday. Below, protes-
tors gather outside Sympho-
ny Hall in Dallas, where the
shareholders met.

largest annual profit by a U.S.
company — $40.6 billion — in
2007. Lifted by record crude
prices to start 2008, the compa-
ny earned another $10.9 billion
in the first three months of the
year — the second-biggest U.S.
quarterly corporate profit.

As he has in the past, Til-
lerson said Exxon Mobil will
continue to spend the bulk of
its profits on finding and pro-
ducing new supplies of crude
oil and natural gas.

The company predicts global

energy demand will grow by 1.3
percent annually, on average,
from 2005 to 2030, and it often
cites government forecasts that
say fossil fuels will continue
to provide about 80 percent of
global energy supplies in 2030.

To that end, Exxon Mobil
has said it expects to invest
between $25 billion and $30
billion on capital and explora-
tion projects annually for the
next five years, up from about
$21 billion in 2007.

Houston
mayor aims
to fight
pollution

HOUSTON — The mayor of
Houston said Tuesday that the
city will continue to oppose
chemical industry attempts
to receive or renew emissions
permits.

Mayor Bill White renewed his
criticisms of the city’s chemical
industry, saying he also wants
local plants to set public goals
for reducing emissions of the
carcinogen benzene.

White also acknowledged
that air monitoring sites in the
Houston Ship Channel area are
showing lower levels of ben-
zene in recent months, but said
the levels are not low enough.

Donald Empfield, chairman
of the East Harris County Man-
ufacturers Association, said he
appreciated the mayor point-
ing out that air quality moni-
tors show that some chemical
plants are making progress.
The manufacturers association
said it believes that the city is
not the appropriate regulatory
agency; Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the county are the
right regulatory agencies —not
the city, Empfield said.

The mayor’s remarks this
week were the latest in an
ongoing dispute between his
administration and chemical
plants over benzene and other
pollutants.
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How to get

Maybe it’s your first time, or maybe you're a veteran at knowing
who’s who on this HBO-turned-TBS show. But here’s a guide
to make sure youre ready when the movie opens Friday.

‘Sex and the City’

ProriLES By JOCELYN NOVECK, AP National Writer

«Cynthia Nixon

Who she is: Fortyish
lawyer, career-focused.
Has a hard time
relaxing.

Where we left her:
Miranda moved to
Brooklyn and lived
there contentedly
with down-to-Earth
husband, Steve, and
their baby son, Brady.

Where we find her
now: “She’s just
stretched way too
thin between her work
and her home life;
says Nixon. “She’s
angry when the
film starts”

Samantha
Jones

Kim Cattrall »

Who she is: PR executive,
late 40s, with a healthy
sexual appetite. Not a
believer in monogamy.

Where we left her:
Samantha had
undergone treatment
for breast cancer.
Actor Smith Jerrod
stayed by her side
the whole time.

Where we
find her now:
Samantha left for
California to live with
Smith. “That’s how
much she wants to make
this work;" says Cattrall.

Chariotle
York

Kristin Davis »

Who she is: Park Avenue
socialite, pretty and prim.
Had one bad marriage.

Where we left her:
Charlotte married her divorce
lawyer, Harry, and converted
to Judaism. They adopted a
baby from China.

Where we find her now:
“It's real love with Harry,’
says Davis. “She’s the most
settled of her friends, in a
good way. And she's there
for her friends more than
she was ever before!

Carrie
Bradshaw

Sarah Jessica Parker »

Who she is: The stiletto-clad
epicenter of the story. A sex
columnist who dated her way
across Manhattan and mused

about her findings on love and
lust.

Where we left her: Carrie had
been rescued from a relation-
ship with that narcissistic Russian
artist in Paris. Her knight in shining
armor: Mr. Big, her once commit-
ment-phobic boyfriend. “Carrie,
you're the one” he says, and
whisks her back to New York.

Where we find her now: In
a long-term relationship
with Big. She's richer,
thanks to a succession
of best-selling books.
Now a contributing
editor for Vogue,
Carrie's still in her
one-bedroom apart-
ment. And she’s still a
buddy to Miranda, Samantha
and Charlotte.

H Review

Long-awaited film
overstays its welcome

By CHRISTY LEMIRE
AP Movie Critic

he clothes! The shoes! The magi-
cal depiction of Manhattan and
the promise of finally finding true
romance!
Fans of the TV show, which ended

in 2004, will be thrilled to see their old

friends — Carrie, Miranda, Charlotte

and Samantha — back

Cynthia Nixon’s Miranda is stuck in
Brooklyn with her husband, Steve (David
Eigenberg), and their son. Like many
women, she’s struggling to juggle mar-
riage, motherhood and her career.

Charlotte (Kristin Davis) is living in
the Upper East Side with husband Harry
(Evan Handler) and the little girl they
adopted from China.

Even Samantha (Kim Cattrall) has set-
tled down — across the coun-

together.

Writer/director Michael
Patrick King and producer/
star Sarah Jessica Parker
know their audience: the
devotees who've already
reserved tickets for open-
ing weekend, which they’ll
celebrate in high style,

and language.
o 142 minutes

try in a Malibu beach house

‘Sex and the City' with her lover/client, actor
) & & taike

o Rated R for strong sexual
content, graphic nudity

Smith Jerrod (Jason Lewis).
Cattrall, the oldest of the four-
some at 51, looks the best of
all, especially in a nude scene
that requires her to find cre-
ative uses for sushi.

They all come together
when Carrie announces that

complete with Cosmopoli-
tans and shopping sprees.
In that regard, this hotly awaited follow-
up is a success. This is one of those mov-
ies you have to assess in terms of whom
it'’s aiming to please.
It’s all really soapy, though, with only
smidgens of substance. More often than
not, our heroines are defined by the
partners in their beds and the
clothes on their backs. The movie
(and the series) perpetuates
stereotypes of female super-
ficiality, but these women
do stick by each other no
matter what, which makes
it somewhat easier to stick
around for the conclusion.
It is a giddy, fizzy kick at the
top, with Parker’s Carrie breathlessly
catching us up on what'’s happened to the
girlfriends over the past four years. Car-
rie ended up with Mr. Big (Chris Noth).
She’s moved on from writing columns to
books, and the two are scouring New York
for the perfect apartment — even though
they’re not officially engaged.

she and Big finally plan to
tie the knot ... and divulging much more
would be positively criminal. The trying-
on-wedding-gowns montage is a dazzler.
(Also back for the movie is the show’s cos-
tume designer, Patricia Field, with all the
obligatory labels in tow.)

Marriage matters now to these women
who were primarily on the prowl for
satisfying romps when “Sex and the
City” entered the cultural consciousness
a decade ago. But the characters were
younger then — and so were the actress-
es. Perhaps it’s inevitable that their priori-
ties would shift, but the sexual liberation
the TV show introduced lingers.

Sitting through this extravaganza of
extravagance, I couldn’t help but wonder
... is this movie ever going to end? It takes
about as much time as watching five epi-
sodes of the series all in a row, which you
can do for free on TBS, albeit in a form
that’s cleaned up for basic cable — the
city sans the sex.

Then again, one girl’s slog is another
girl’s celebration.
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Court orders children returned

State high court rules
removal of sect kids by CPS
was ‘not warranted’

By MICHELLE ROBERTS

Associated Press Writer

SAN ANTONIO — In a crushing blow to the
state’s massive seizure of children from a polyg-
amist sect’s ranch, the Texas Supreme Court
ruled Thursday that child welfare officials over-
stepped their authority and the children should
go back to their parents.

The high court affirmed a decision by an
appellate court last week, saying Child Pro-

tective Services failed to show an immediate
danger to the more than 400 children swept up
from the Yearning For Zion Ranch nearly two
months ago.

“On the record before us, removal of the chil-
dren was not warranted,” the justices said in
their ruling issued in Austin.

The high court let stand the appellate court’s
order that Texas District Judge Barbara Walther
return the children from foster care to their
parents. It’s not clear how soon that may hap-
pen, but the appellate court ordered her to do it
within a reasonable time period.

The ruling shatters one of the largest child-
custody cases in U.S. history. State officials said
the removals were necessary to end a cycle of
sexual abuse at the ranch in which teenage girls
were forced to marry and have sex with older

men, but parents denied any abuse and said
they were being persecuted for their religious
beliefs.

Word of the high court’s ruling spread imme-
diately through e-mail and phone calls, said
Cynthia Martinez, a spokeswoman for legal aid
attorneys representing the 38 mothers named
in the case.

“The moms are clearly very happy at the news
that it looks like they’re going to get their kids a
lot sooner than expected,” she said.

The case before the court technically only
applies to the 124 children of those mothers who
filed the complaint that prompted the ruling,
but it significantly affects nearly all the chil-
dren since they were removed under identical
circumstances.

Roughly 430 children are now in foster care.

The ruling does not force CPS to end its
involvement with the parents from the Funda-
mentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, which runs the ranch in Eldorado.

The justices said child welfare officials can
take numerous actions to protect children short
of separating them from their parents and plac-
ing them in foster care and that Walther may
still put restrictions on the children and parents
to address concerns that they may flee once
reunited.

Under Texas law, children can be taken from
their parents if there’s a danger to their physi-
cal safety, an urgent need for protection and if
officials made a reasonable effort to keep the
children in their homes. The high court agreed
with the appellate court that the seizures fell
short of that standard.

When it comes to picking a song for their campaign
events, presidential candidates often have a difficult
time finding selections that can portray their message
and appeal to the masses. Clockwise from top left, Tom
Petty, John Cougar Mellencamp, Bruce Springsteen
and “Don't Worry, Be Happy” singer Bobby McFerrin

PHoTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

have all had at least one of their famous songs played at
campaign events. Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton has used
Petty’s “American Girl” and Mellencamp’s “Small Town.”
And Springsteen’s “Born in the USA" was a frequently
played track at Ronald Reagan events, while George
H.W. Bush was a fan of McFerrin's tune.

A PERFECT TUNE

Presidential candidates find campaign song choices daunting

BYyTED ANTHONY

Associated Press Writer

o let’s say it’s the early 1980s, and

you're a rising young musician

named John Cougar Mellencamp.
You cut a song with a chorus that oozes
Jeffersonian democracy and adds a
touch of postwar suburban placidity.
“Ain’t that America — for you and me,”
yousing in your gravelly Indiana voice.
“Ain’t that America; we're something
to see. Ain’t that America: home of the
free. Little pink houses for you and
me.”

Now let’s say you're a strategist for
Sen. John McCain, Republican can-
didate for president in 2008. You hear
“Pink Houses” 25 years after it was
recorded and think to yourself, hey —
this is perfect. Let’s blast this out at the
big guy’s rallies and hitch our wagon to
Mellencamp’s imagery.

That scenario proved problematic
when it unfolded earlier this year. First,
Mellencamp is a Democrat and activ-
ist who has supported John Edwards.
He didn’t like his work being co-opted
and asked McCain to stop. Second,
and just as important, “Pink Houses”
is an edgy, melancholy song about
chances lost and potential wasted:

“’Cause they told me when I was
younger, said, ‘Boy, you gonna be presi-
dent.” But just like everything else,

those old crazy dreams just kind of
came and went.”

For someone coveting the White
House, that’s not exactly staying on
message.

In the 21st century, music and poli-
tics exist at an intersection as volatile
as the lonely crossroads in Mississippi
where bluesman Robert Johnson sup-
posedly bartered his soul for guitar
prowess. And let’s not pick on McCain;
he’s but one victim — or perp — of this
music minefield.

GLIMPSES

For a generation, candidates who
have tried to dip their toes into the
pop-culture ocean have tended to fall
in. “Happy Days Are Here Again” may
have worked for FDR in 1932, but ever
since Reagan asserted in 1984 that
Bruce Springsteen’s “Born in the USA”
was a patriotic paean, Democrats and
Republicans alike have revealed tin
ears as they try to set mood, convey
message and show that they, too, are
regular people attuned to the same
mass entertainment as their fellow
Americans.

And in doing so, they offer glimpses
into the national temperament.

“Interesting thing about campaign
songs: They mirror the life of America.
It’s as if we're taking snapshots,” says
Oscar Brand, an 88-year-old folk musi-
cian and radio host who recorded an

album of campaign music ranging
from the eras of George Washington
to Bill Clinton.

Brand, though, focused mostly on
what prevailed until roughly John
F. Kennedy’s time — songs crafted
expressly for the candidates, among
them “Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too,”
“Lincoln and Liberty” and the mer-
cifully obscure “Get on a Raft with
Taft.” These days, the zeitgeist dic-
tates that candidates invoke existing
tunes. We've seen how that turns out:
Shouldn’t presidential hopefuls bother
to get a culture maven to idiot-proof
song choices — or, at the least, print
out a lyric sheet?

George HW. Bush’s 1988 co-opting
of Bobby McFerrin’s ironic smile music
— “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” — was
about as astute as a helmeted Michael
Dukakis poking his head out of a tank.
His son’s re-election theme in 2004,
“Still the One,” seems nice until you
hear the verse, “sometimes I never
want to see you again.” Same with one
of Sen. Barack Obama’s 2008 choices,
U2’s “City of Blinding Lights,” which
features this line: “The more you see
the less you know, the less you find out
as you go.”

Often the songs are played in frag-
ments as attempts to capture a mood
rather than convey a message. Sen.

Please see MUSIC, Page 2

Dell revenue
jumps by 9%

By DAVID KOENIG

Associated Press Writer

DALLAS — Dell Inc. officials
said Thursday that the com-
pany’s profit and sales grew in
its fiscal first quarter, beating
Wall Street expectations and
signaling that the computer
maker’s turnaround efforts
may be paying off.

For the three months ending
May 2, Round Rock-based Dell
Inc. earned $784 million, or 38
cents per share, up from $756
million, or 34 cents per share,
in the same period a year ear-
lier.

Dell says its revenue jumped
9 percent to $16.08 billion from
$14.72 billion.

On average, analysts sur-
veyed by Thomson Financial
expected a profit of 34 cents
per share on sales of $15.68
billion.

The company said strong
growth of commercial and
consumer products and ser-
vices and lower operating costs
as a percentage of sales helped
drive the results above the
forecasts.

Dell shares rose 12 cents
Thursday, closing at $21.81
before the quarterly results
were released. In extended
trading, the shares jumped
$2.02, or 9.3 percent, to $23.83.

Dell is trying to cut costs by
$3 billion while also chasing
Hewlett-Packard Co. in world-

Plans for Dell

o [Dell wants to cut costs by $3 hillion
over the next several years.

e Chief Financial Officer Donald J.
Carty is expected to step down
next month,

o The company has cut 7,000 jobs
from a year ago.

wide shipments of personal
computers, a category it once
led.

Dell still leads HP in Unit-
ed States PC sales, according
to technology research firms
IDC and Gartner Inc., but that
could make Dell more vulner-
able to a slowdown in the U.S.
economy.

Chief Financial Officer Don-
aldJ. Carty told the media that
U.S. businesses “are holding
back from spending” on desk-
tops but that sales of servers
and data-storage equipment
were holding up.

The company reported that
worldwide notebook computer
shipments rose 43 percent from
a year ago. Carty attributed
the increase to a continuing
shift from sales of desktops to
notebooks and Dell gaining a
greater market share of note-
book sales.

Please see DELL, Page 2

Investigation looks
at rising oil prices

By DAN CATERINICCHIA

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Federal
regulators are six months into
awide-ranging investigation of
U.S. oil markets, with a focus
on possible price manipula-
tion.

The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission on
Thursday said it started the
probe in December and took
the unusual step of publicizing
it “because of today’s unprec-
edented market conditions.”

Crude prices have risen
more than 42 percent since
December, even after a decline
to $126.62 a barrel on the New
York Mercantile Exchange.
Gasoline prices are nearing a
national average of $4 a gal-
lon, up from about $3.20 a year
ago.

The commission said details
of the investigation remain

confidential but announced
other initiatives designed to
increase transparency of U.S.
and international energy
futures markets.

Analysts said the action
would likely have a limited
impact on oil prices, which
have risen because of a com-
bination of factors, including
growing demand in China and
other developed nations, the
falling value of the dollar, geo-
political tensions and low inter-
est rates, which have fueled a
buying binge by institutional
investors seeking to ride oil’s
upward momentum.

Investment speculation has
been cited as one on many fac-
tors contributing to surging
petroleum prices, along with
assumptions about new sup-
plies, limited demand growth,
possible supply disruptions
overseas and the depressed
value of the dollar.

The effects of high oil prices extend beyond the gas pump:

CLOTHING: Polyester is derived from petro-
chemicals

FOOD: Farmers who are forced to spend
more money on gasoline pass the cost on to
consumers

HEAT: The price of home heating oil is directly
related to the price of crude oil

AIR TRAVEL: Some airlines have bumped up
fares by adding charges for fuel

For more information, visit NPR.org and search “High Oil Prices Affect Many Products.”
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Army suicide rate at record high

By PAULINE JELINEK

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Army soldiers
committed suicide in 2007 at the
highest rate on record, and the toll is
climbing this year as long war deploy-
ments stretch on.

At least 115 soldiers killed them-
selves last year, up from 102 the pre-
vious year, Army officials said Thurs-
day.

“We see a lot of things that are going
on in the war which do contribute —
mainly the longtime and multiple
deployments away from home, expo-
sure to really terrifying and horrifying
things, the easy availability of loaded
weapons and a force that’s very, very

busy right now,” said Col. Elspeth
Ritchie, psychiatric consultant to the
Army surgeon general. “And so all
of those together we think are part
of what may contribute, especial-
ly if somebody’s having difficulties
already.”

Some common factors among those
who took their own lives were trouble
with relationships, work problems
and legal and financial difficulties,
officials said.

More U.S. troops also died overall
in hostilities in 2007 than in any of the
previous years in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and the strain on the force was
increased by the extension of deploy-
ments from 12 to 15 months.

The 115 confirmed suicides among

active-duty soldiers and activated
National Guard and Reserve troops
amounted to the highest suicide rate
since the Army began keeping records
in 1980. Two other suspected suicides
are still under investigation.

So far, this year’s trend is compa-
rable to last year, said Lt. Col. Thomas
E. Languirand, head of command
policies and programs.

As of Monday, there had been 38
confirmed suicides in 2008 and 12
suspected suicides that are still under
investigation, he said.

The rate of suicide continues to
rise despite Army efforts to improve
the mental health of a force under
unprecedented stress from the longer-
than-expected war in Iraq and the

long and repeated tours of duty it has
prompted.

These efforts include more training
and education programs for troops
and their families. Officials also have
hired more mental health workers,
increased screening to measure the
psychological health of soldiers and
worked to reduce any stigma that
keeps them from going for treatment
when they have symptoms of depres-
sion, anxiety, post-traumatic stress
and other emotional problems.

“We still believe there is more to
be done, and we are committed to
maximizing prevention” and treating
those who need help, said Brig. Gen.
Rhonda L. Cornum, assistant surgeon
general for force protection.

Suicides have been rising nearly
each year of the five-year-old war in
Iraq and the nearly seven years of war
in Afghanistan.

The Army, which is the largest force
serving in both of the wars, is the only
service to release annual figures on
suicides as well as lengthy reports it
gathers every year by polling troops
at the war fronts on mental health
issues.

President Bush’s buildup of forces in
Iraq last year led officials to increase
tour lengths to 15 months. With a
drawdown under way, officials are
terminating the longer tours and
returning to 12-month deployments.

Officials said they hoped that would
help ease the strain on troops.

MUSIC:

Song

choices difficult

— Continued from Page 1

Hillary Rodham Clinton has
used pieces of Tom Petty’s
“American Girl” and Mellen-
camp’s “Small Town” to convey
the basic imagery of their titles;
at arecent rally in a Pittsburgh
suburb, her husband came on
stage to the Police’s “Every Lit-
tle Thing She Does Is Magic.”
What the other lyrics might be
didn’t much matter.

CAPTURING THE ESSENCE
Missteps are understandable.
Candidates and handlers are
fumbling their way through the
untamed frontier territory of
iPod Nation, a confusing geog-
raphy where remix culture,
sampling, shuffles and play-
lists rule the day and context is
often absent.

need them, some work, some
don’t, and then you move on.”
Not if they’re Tom Scholz’s
songs you don’t. The man
behind the band Boston spoke
up sharply earlier this year
when Republican Mike Huck-
abee used the group’s 1970s
anthem “More Than A Feel-
ing” during at least one cam-
paign event. The response from
Scholz: Cease and desist.
“Huckabee was at the
extreme opposite of every-
thing I stood for or believed
in,” Scholz says. “I don’t want to
use the term unpresidential ...
but somehow you expect these
people to be a cut above all of
that. It does seem odd to me
that they are willingly and in
some cases deceptively con-
necting themselves with some
form of pop

“These songs « culture.”
are a quick angd THESE SONGS Not that
easy substitute ARE A QUICK AND candidates
to establish EASY SUBSTITUTE don’t try and
a connection TO ESTABLISH try again.
between can- A CONNECTION McCain did,
didates and to mixed
voters,” says BETWEEN results.
Sean Wilentz, CANDIDATES AND Abba’s
aleading presi- VOTERS.” “Take a
dential histori- Chance on
an and scholar — SEAN WILENT, Me”? Nope.
of American PRESIDENTIAL “We played
musical tradi- HISTORIAN it a couple
tions. times,”

“This music McCain says,
is everywhere,” Wilentz says. “and it’s my understanding
“And if you can choose theright they went berserk.”

song that can capture a bit of
your message and a bit of your
essence, you're going to choose
it.”

The key word is “essence”
— particularly the essence of
the American working class,
whose approval and credibility
candidates covet. But finding
common ground is growing
more difficult.

“The good old 20th-centu-
ry model of everyone feeding
from the same cultural trough,
that doesn’t work in 2008,” says
Robert Thompson, director of
the Bleier Center for Television
and Popular Culture at Syra-
cuse University. Today, he says,
“You pull songs out when you

In recent months, the McCa-
in folks have been favoring
“Johnny B. Goode,” a Chuck
Berry rock ‘n’ roll classic from
a half-century ago. Its energetic
guitar licks make it a perfect
rallying song, and its chorus
— “Go, Johnny, go” — fits just
right.

But with all the careful cali-
bration of musical moods in
2008’s election-year arena, the
decision to focus on “Johnny”
emerged from one of the most
common political motivations
of all: pragmatism.

“I think,” McCain quips, “it
might be because it’s the only
one that hasn’t complained
about us using it.”

DEEP IN THOUGHT

PaBLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

She may seem stressed, but each time Veronica Penny, 10, is presented with a word at the 2008 Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C., she buries her head in her hands to think. Penny, a home-schooled fourth-grader from Hamilton, Ontario, Canada,
was among the 45 spellers of a record 288 contestants to advance Thursday to the semifinals. The Championship Finals will be
shown live at 7 p.m, today on ABC.

DELL: Earning expectations exceeded

— Continued from Page 1

On the cost side, Carty said
the company has cut 7,000 jobs
from a year ago, including 3,700
during the past quarter, while
adding about 2,700 employees
through acquisitions.

Founder Michael Dell, who
returned to the company as
chief executive in 2007, said last
month the company would go
beyond its earlier goal of cut-
ting more than 8,800 jobs. He
pledged to slash costs by $3 bil-
lion over several years to boost

Dow Jones Newspaper Fund interns and instructors participate in a workshop at UT. From left: (front)
Carrie Riles, Sandra Gonzalez; (back)Gregory Pietras, Bradley Wilson, Amanda Jacobs, Amanda
Burton, Megan Kindade, Amanda Wells, Keith Smiley, Griff Singer, Courtney Bonnell, Anthony Wild,
Lauren Thompson, George Sylvie, Carolyn Phenicie, Beth Butler, Amy Zerba and Linda Shockley

profits.

Carty, who plans to step
down next month, said the big-
gest challenges for the company
now were continuing to control
costs and, “We’ve got to con-
tinue to improve the product
line.”

John Enck, a technology
analyst for Gartner, said the
better-than-expected resulted
indicated that Michael Dell’s
return refocused the company
on controlling costs and repair-
ingrelations with business cus-
tomers.

“The customer experience
has been good this year,” Enck
said.

Dell became successful by
selling machines directly to
customers — mostly businesses
— by phone or over the Inter-
net. Its new strategy of selling
through retailers as well is an
uphill struggle, some analysts
said.

Barry Jaruzelski, a partner
at the consulting firm Booz &
Company, said even as Dell
expanded beyond PCs, its suc-
cess was due to a sharp focus

on adding foreign markets and
products that were in the com-
pany’s strengths, such as PC
servers and printers.

“Now that so much of the
market is consumers, they have
been forced into places that tra-
ditionally they didn’t want to
go, which is retail,” he said.

With retail sales, Jaruzelski
said, Dell loses the direct con-
tact that used to give the com-
pany immediate feedback on
winning pricing and features
and an edge over competitors.

Dow interns prepare for jobs

Twelve college students and
recent college graduates are
headed to paid copy editing
internships at 10 daily news-
papers after completing two
weeks of intensive preparation
work at The University of Texas
at Austin.

The interns are among a
select group of 100-plus stu-
dents placed in internships in
copy editing, business report-
ing and online journalism as
part of a national, competitive
program funded by the News-
paper Fund, a foundation of
the Dow Jones Company, and
participating newspapers.

The School of Journalism at
UT Austin, one of seven pre-
internship training sites for

copy editors, has been part of
the Newspaper Fund program
for 11 years.

Participants in the UT work-
shop were involved in news-
paper copy editing, design
and production assignments
as well as online journalism.
Newspaper professionals and
UT journalism faculty moder-
ated the sessions.

Grants from the Newspaper
Fund and contributions from
participating newspapers cover
the cost of operating the work-
shops, including instruction,
housing, meals and transpor-
tation for the participants.

The UT-Newspaper Fund
interns will report for intern-
ships of 10 to 14 weeks at news-

papers across the country. The
participating newspapers pay
interns a weekly wage for their
work during the internship.
Students returning to their
universities after the intern-
ships are eligible for a $1,000
scholarship provided by the
Newspaper Fund.

Similar copy editing train-
ing centers are located at Penn
State University, the Univer-
sity of Missouri, the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, San Jose State
University, the University of
Central Florida and Temple
University. An online editing
program is based at Western
Kentucky University.

Texas at Austin.
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$1.2 billion
aid to go to
food crisis

WASHINGTON - The World
Bank is making $1.2 billion avail-
able to help overcome the global
food crisis.

The bank says it also will
increase its overall support for
agriculture and food to $6 billion
next year — up from $4 billion in
2008.

Robert Zoellick, president of
the 185-nation lending organi-
zation, said Thursday that aid
should be provided to address
immediate humanitarian needs
such as seeing that pregnant
women receive proper nutrition.
He said longer term help should
go to small farmers, giving them
seed and fertilizer so they can
increase their crops.

‘Dungeon girl’ in
Austria hosts show

VIENNA, Austria — Still adjust-
ing to life after spending eight
years held captive in an under-
ground cell, Natascha Kampusch
is starting a career as a TV talk
show host.

“Natascha Kampusch
Meets ...;" a chat show featuring
local celebrities, debuts Sunday.

Kampusch was 10 years old
when she vanished while walk-
ing to school in Vienna in March
1998. On Aug. 23, 2006, she
escaped. Kidnapper Wolfgang
Priklopil — who had confined her
to a windowless cell beneath his
home — committed suicide by
leaping in front of a train.

Said Kampusch: “It's not easy
for me to get all my ducks in a
row. But I'll gladly take on this
challenge. As long as you keep
overcoming, you keep develop-

ing”

Foreign minister:
replace Olmert

JERUSALEM - Israel's popu-
lar foreign minister said Thursday
that the ruling party must prepare
to replace Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert, raising pressure on him
to step down amid a growing
corruption investigation.

Calls for Olmert's ouster grew
this week after the key witness
in the case, U.S. businessman
Morris Talansky, described hand-
ing tens of thousands of dollars
to Olmert, in part to finance
the Israeli politician’s expensive
tastes. Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
was the first senior member of
his own Kadima Party to ques-
tion Olmert staying in office.

“I think the reality has changed
since yesterday and Kadima has
to make decisions, Livni told the
media in Jerusalem. “| suspect
that Kadima needs to start right
away acting for every eventuality,
including elections!

Livni said she favored holding
a party primary to give the public
a say in choosing a leader.

Bahrain names
U.S. ambassador

MANAMA, Bahrain —
Bahrain's king has appointed
a woman believed to be the
Arab world's first Jewish ambas-
sador as the country’s envoy to
Washington.

Lawmaker Houda Nonoo
said she was proud to serve her
country “first of all as a Bahraini,’
adding she was not chosen for
the post because of her religion.

“It is a great honor to have
been appointed as the first
female ambassador to the United
States of America and | am
looking forward to meeting this
new challenge,” Nonoo told The
Associated Press.

Bahrain — a pro-Western
island nation with Sunni rulers
and a Shiite majority — is a close
U.S. ally and hosts the U.S.
Navy's 5th Fleet. It has about 50
Jewish citizens among a popu-
lation of roughly half a million
people.

Nonoo has served as legisla-
tor in Bahrain's all-appointed
40-member Shura Council for
three years.

Iceland shaken
by earthquake

REYKIJAVIK; Iceland — A
strong earthquake shook south-
ern Iceland on Thursday, causing
more than a dozen injuries as it
rocked buildings in the capital,
touched off landslides and forced
evacuations in outlying towns,
officials and local media said.

Government officials reported
that 15 to 20 people from
Selfoss, 30 miles southeast of
the capital of Reykjavik, were
injured in the quake, none of
them seriously. They were taken
to a local health center for treat-
ment.

The U.S. Geological Survey
said Selfoss was near the epi-
center of the magnitude 6.1
quake.

Iraq asks U.N. for debt relief

By KARL RITTER
Associated Press Writer

UPPLANDS VASBY, Swe-
den — Iraqi officials appealed
Thursday to relieve the country
from a nearly $100 billion in
debt and war reparations —
owed mostly to Arab nations
reluctant to forgive Iraq’s bel-
ligerence during Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime.

Iraq’s plea for debt relief
was made before nearly 500
delegates at a U.N. conference
to assess Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion.

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
Al-Maliki received no firm
commitments, and two key

neighbors — Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait — sent only lower-level
envoys to the meeting.

Iraq has at least $67 billion
in foreign debt, most incurred
under Saddam and owed to
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Qatar.

In addition, the U.N. Com-
pensation Commission says
$28 billion remains to be paid
for Iraq’s 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. Iraq gives 5 percent
of its oil revenue to meet the
compensation claims.

The Iraqi government main-
tains it should not be saddled
with debts accrued during
Saddam’s regime.

“It is time to liberate the

people of Iraq from this bur-
den,” Deputy Prime Minister
Barham Saleh said.

Many Western nations and
other growing economic part-
ners in Iraq, including Rus-
sia and China, have dropped
Baghdad’s debt.

But Sunni Arab neighbors —
wary of Iraq’s Shiite-dominated
government and its [ranian ties
— have been reluctant to fol-
low suit. Kuwait also remains
steadfast in demanding pay-
ments for the damage to com-
mercial centers and oil facili-
ties during the invasion, which
led to the 1991 Gulf War.

Saudi Arabia announced
last year it would forgive Iraq’s

debt, but so far has not followed
through with the decision.

Al-Maliki said Saudi Arabia
had made a proposal on reduc-
ing Iraqi debt during the con-
ference, but added it “requires
more clarification and more
contact.”

Meanwhile, Iraq is flush
with oil revenue as prices push
into record territory, blunting
calls for increased aid to help
Iraq rebuild. Oil broughtin $16
billion in the first quarter of
the year and $5.9 billion last
month.

Associated Press writers Matthew
Lee, Louise Nordstrom, Malin
Rising and Qassim Abdul-Zahra
contributed to this report.

MORE IRAQ NEWS__

o 16 killed: A suicide bomber
detonated explosives among
a group of men seeking police
jobs Thursday, killing 16 people
around a recruiting station in
northwestern Irag.

e Soccer ruling lifted: Soc-
cer’s governing body, FIFA, lifted
its ban on Iraq to keep alive
the team’s World Gup qualifying
hopes. Irag will play Australia on
Sunday in the qualifying tourna-
ment for the 2010 World Gup.

INDIA CASTE PROTESTS CONTINUE

AsSOCIATED PRESS / CHANNI ANAND

AsSOCIATED PRESS / AMAN SHARMA

Members of India’s Guijjar caste,
considered the second-lowest in the
outlawed but still powerful caste sys-
tem, protest the government'’s refusal
to reclassify them as members of the
lowest caste.

The reclassification would allow
them to benefit from government jobs
and places at universities reserved for
members of the lowest castes. The
protests, which 39 people have been
killed in, began May 23.

Above, a relative of a member of the
Gujjar community who was killed in a
protest looks on near Bayana in the
Indian state of Rajasthan.

Left, protesters shout slogans near
train tracks in Jammu on Thursday.

Calm returns to Balkans Quake victims look
for ways to survive

Crime down in
former war-torn
area, report finds

DUSAN STOJANOVIC

Associated Press Writer

BELGRADE, Serbia — The
Balkans, a hotbed of crime and
violence during the Yugoslav
wars during the 1990s, has
become one of the safest areas
in Europe to live, according to
a U.N. report released Thurs-
day.

The report concluded that
the Balkans now boast lower
levels of homicide, robbery and
rape than Western Europe.

“The Balkans is departing
from an era when demagogues,
secret police and thugs prof-
ited from sanctions-busting
and the smuggling of people,
arms, cigarettes and drugs,”
according to the report.

Crime in Balkans
Share of respondents who were
victims of crime in past year

I Western Europe

Il Southeastern Europe
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3.0
2.5 23
2.0
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The survey was compiled by
Antonio Maria Costa, executive
director of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime.

Despite the progress, Costa
warned that organized crime
— and its links to politicians
and business — continues to
pose serious challenges in sev-
eral Balkan nations, though
that too is on the decline.

At a news conference in
Brussels, Costa acknowledged

that the findings defied the
stereotypical view many Euro-
peans still hold of the Balkans
as a place of lawlessness.

But, he said, the level of con-
ventional crimes “across the
region are by far lower than
they used to be, particularly at
the beginning of the 1990s.”

The report said the trend of
reduced crime is likely to con-
tinue, “since the region lacks
the usual vulnerabilities that
lead to crime elsewhere in the
world — mass poverty, income
inequality, runaway urban-
ization and large-scale youth
unemployment.”

The smuggling of drugs,
guns and humans through
the region is on the decline,
although the Balkans remains
the main transit zone for hero-
in destined for Western Europe,
Costa said.

Albania has the worst crime
in the region and remains the
“soft underbelly” for Mafia
rings, Costa said.

Music is migrating to Dubai

City-state shells
out cash to draw
top performers

By BARBARA SURK

Associated Press Writer

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Those who fetch $130
for a barrel of oil can call the
tune these days. And it seems
the tune is becoming so catchy
that even Madonna, the orig-
inal Material Girl, might be
singing soon in this rich Gulf
city-state.

Flush with oil dollars, Dubai
is trying to boost its prestige
by pouring money into enter-
tainment to draw the music
industry’s priciest stars.

Santana’s February concert
in Dubai was sold out. Last
week, Jon Bon Jovi performed
in Abu Dhabi, the Emirates’
capital just a short ride down
the coast. Justin Timberlake,
Elton John, Pink, Aerosmith
and Destiny’s Child have all
entertained Western, Asian
and Arab expatriates in the
last few months in this string of
seven semiautonomous states
in the Persian Gulf.

But a Madonna concert — if

AssocIATED PRESS / MANUEL SALAZAR

Jon Bon Jovi performed at
Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi
on May 20. Bon Jovi is one of
several music performers who
have entertain crowds in the oil
rich city-state.

it happens — would take the
musical glitz to a new level.
Earlier this month, the
Dubai-based Gulf News daily
and the tabloid 7Days reported

that the pop diva would come
to Dubai this year on a tour
organized to promote her new
album.

The mania over the possible
Madonna concert is a reflec-
tion that the Emirates have
seen a “huge jump” in both
the number of people attend-
ing concerts and the promi-
nence of artists performing,
said Thomas Ovesen, man-
aging director of Middle East
AEG Live, the regional arm of
an international company that
produces live events world-
wide.

Artists who perform in Dubai
expect to earn “twice as much”
as they do in the United States
or Europe, Ovesen said.

But not everyone is happy
about the high production
costs. It’s “good that Dubai is on
the radar screen of the world’s
major promoters,” said Abdul-
latif al-Sayegh, chief executive
of Arab Media Group, which
along with Viacom Inc.’s MTV
Networks International owns
MTV Arabia.

But it’s “not so good that we
are paying twice or three times
as much” for concerts as do
promoters in the United States
and Europe, he said.

By TINITRAN

Associated Press Writer

QINGCHUAN, China— Sur-
vivors swarm over the debris of
this ruined city, searching for
bits of scrap metal to sell.

Food and water supplies are
adequate, but shelter is limited,
with a severe

poor.”

The two have joined others
who have been coming for sev-
eral days to one of dozens of
demolished sites around town,
after hearing thatlocal salvage
companies would pay about 7
cents for each pound of metal.

Fellow survivors have dis-

covered other

tent shortage.
The need for
jobs has yet to
be addressed
by China’s
leaders.
Many sur-
vivors of the
May 12 earth- ¢
quake aren’t
waiting for
the govern-

work.

efforts.

MORE CHINA NEWS

e Chemicals heing used to disin-
fect the town of Chengdu ignited
and injured soldiers doing relief

Heavy rains flooded temporary
shelters and hampered relief

quake-related,
albeit dan-
gerous, ways
to earn hard
cash.
Farmer
Lin Cen You,
38, ventures
into damaged
buildings to
haul out the
belongings of

ment. Recy-
cling com-
panies want the scrap metal
from twisted and crumbled
buildings.

Standing atop a massive pile
of rubble that was once a three-
story building, Mao Hong Lin
searched for metal. Spotting
a pointed tip, he pulled out a
twisted length of steel.

“It takes money to buy any-
thing and everything. I need
the money for basics, to buy
salt and cooking oil,” said Mao,
37.

His wife, Dong Sheng Fang,
33, said: “Even before the
quake, we were already very

other survi-
VOrs.

“They tell me what they want
and I go get it,” he said. “It’s
a little dangerous but I don’t
fear anything now. I just need
money to feed my family.”

He added: “What else can
I do? I have no choice now. I
am a farmer with nothing left
to farm.”

Aftershocks have rumbled
across the disaster zone, col-
lapsing thousands of build-
ings.

At least eight people have
been killed in buildings that
fell since the quake, according
to media reports.

AssocIATED PRess / DAVID GUTTENFELDERT

As survivors of the May 12 earthquake in central China clear debris
from their homes, others left homeless dig for scrap metal to sell to
support their families. Recycling companies are buying the twisted

metal from damaged buildings.
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Sexually
abusive
teachers
on notice

States pushing for
tougher penalties,
awareness classes

By ROBERT TANNER

Associated Press Writer

Several states have taken
action in recent months to
crack down on sexually abu-
sive teachers.

New measures in Florida,
Ohio, Kansas, Kentucky, Min-
nesota and Virginia include
tougher penalties for teachers
who abuse students, punish-
ment for administrators who
fail to properly oversee their
faculty, and an effort to train
a state’s corps of teachers to
recognize potential abusers.
Measures are still being con-
sidered in California, Colorado,
Delaware and Massachusetts.
New York and South Carolina
began or expanded programs
on the problem.

While the vast majority of
America’s roughly 3 million
public school teachers are com-
mitted professionals, a disturb-
ing number have engaged in
sexual misconduct.

An Associated Press investi-
gation found 2,570 educators
were sanctioned from 2001
through 2005 following allega-
tions of sexual misconduct.

“Too often in the past, we
as adults have failed our chil-
dren,” Kentucky Gov. Steve
Beshear said when he signed
a new law last month. “Today
with this legislation, hopefully,
we begin earning back their
trust.” The measure passed
unopposed.

South Carolina looked
beyond punishment, instead
creating a statewide training
program that aims to instruct
10,000 teachers, administra-
tors, guidance counselors,
coaches and school nurses on
how to prevent, identify and
report abuse.

THE LAWS FIGHT:

* Backroom deals. Florida won't let
districts make secret agreements
with abusive teachers.

* Failure to report. Kentucky’s law
could mean 90 days in jail for the
first offense and five years for
repeat incidents.

* Abusive teachers returning to
school. Colorado won't let teach-
ers who lost a license for sexual
misconduct teach again.

Pay more, get less

ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former President Jimmy Carter, right, joins a group working on the Gulf Coast in areas damaged by Hurricane Katrina. After the
a Habitat for Humanity home in the Upper Ninth Ward of New storm, many insurance companies did not renew policies for hom-
Orleans. Carter participated in a building project last week along eowners near the coast, and residents scrambled for coverage.

Higher post-Katrina insurance rates force
coastal homeowners to look for better deals

By EILEEN ALT POWELL

Richard Attanasio, vice president for

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Since Hurricane Katrina
blew ashore nearly three years ago and
caused massive damage, families in
many coastal states have found it dif-
ficult and costly to get comprehensive
homeowners insurance.

People generally are paying more
to get less coverage, experts say. That
means that as this year’s hurricane sea-
son begins, it is especially important
for homeowners to shop around for the
best policies, be aware of what is covered
and what isn’t, and consider purchasing
federal flood insurance.

Government forecasters expect the
2008 hurricane season to be slightly
heavier than average, with an estimated
six to nine hurricanes forming.

The National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration also said at least two
storms could reach major status, with
winds of more than 110 mph.

If creating an emergency evacuation
plan is a family’s No. 1 priority, getting
good property insurance should be No.
2

“Tom Crowley, a regional director with
the Independent Insurance Agents &
Brokers of New York Inc., said that after

STORM READY?

Before the storms strike, emergency and insurance
experts recommend some steps:

* Establish family evacuation plan.

* Protect important documents. Store in a safety
deposit box or other secure, dry location.

* Gheck on specifics of insurance protection.
Some policies do not cover damage from rising
water.

e Shop around for best insurance prices.
Katrina’s aftermath also left a major increase
in the cost of insurance.

Katrina, a number of major insurance
companies, such as Allstate and State
Farm, refused to renew some homeown-
ers’ policies to reduce their exposure in
coastal areas, even if the homes were a
half-mile or farther from the water.

Companies that continue to write
policies for houses along the coasts have
increased premiums, he added.

“Three or four years ago, insurance
for a $300,000 home cost about $1,000 a
year,” Crowley said. “In the past year, it’s
gone to $1,800 to $2,000.”

property and casualty ratings at A.M.
Best Co., a credit rating agency based in
Oldwick, N.J., said consumers needed to
shop around to try to hold down costs.

“It might require more work than it
did in the past,” he said. “There are risks
where people are living, and companies
have to price for those risks.”

Consumers need to pay close attention
to what’s included and what’s excluded
from coverage, Attanasio added.

Agreeing to a “hurricane deductible,”
for example, can hold down the premium
price but expose the consumer to higher
out-of-pocket costs if there’s storm dam-
age, he said.

The hurricane deductible clauses in
policies for homes near the coast often
require the homeowner to pay some of
the repair costs — typically 5 percent.
So if a house insured for $200,000 were
destroyed in a hurricane, the homeowner
would have to pay $10,000 toward repairs
before the insurance kicks in.

The homeowner might have a more
traditional deductible of, for instance,
$1,000 for other events, such as a fire.

Besides excluding flood damage, many
companies in recent years also have
dropped coverage for mold or set limits
on payouts, Attanasio added.

M. SPENCER GREEN / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Karen Darch, president of Barrington Village, lll., stands at the Elgin Joliet & Eastern Railway tracks on
Lake Cook Road. Residents are concerned about Canadian National railroad plans to buy the railway
to help avoid freight congestion by diverting trains through the western Chicago suburbs.

Freight rail may face congestion ‘meltdown’

By MICHAEL TARM
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — Matthew Rose
stood before fellow industry
leaders, pointing to a map
meant to tell the future of the
U.S. rail freight network. It was
drenched in red, indicating
areas where, by 2035, traffic
could be so severe trains would
wait for days.

“For those of you who've ever
seen a good rail meltdown, this
is what it looks like,” Rose, CEO
of Fort Worth-based Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Corp., said.

The nation’s 140,000-mile
network of rails is strained,
with trains waiting for hours
on one-track rail lines.

Anew U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce report warns demand
for freight trains is expected to
double over the next 25 years.

“The amount of money
we're investing nationally is
pathetic,” Rep. Peter DeFazio,
D-Ore., said during a recent
congressional hearing. “We're
heading toward fourth-world
infrastructure.”

Kenneth Kremar, a Global
Insight analyst, disagreed, say-
ing talk of a crisis serves indus-
try interests as rail companies
jockey for more money from
Congress. He said investment
in larger, high-tech train cars
and computer systems that
better pace trains should help
avert logjams.

“Railroads have an inherent
interest in doing something,”
he said. “The market will
respond.”

The Chamber says expan-
sion would cost $148 billion
over 30 years. Private rail com-
panies would pay most of it,
with federal and state tax dol-
lars chipping in.

Any ideas must include Chi-
cago, which handles about 40
percent of U.S. rail freight on
180,000 trains a year. That will
cost $1.5 billion over six years,
a coalition of officials and rail
executives estimates.

Proposed solutions include
building overpasses over busy
intersections and updating old
tracks.

19,000 GM workers
taking buyout route

By DEE-ANN DURBIN

Associated Press Writer

DETROIT — General Motors
Corp. said Thursday that a
quarter of its U.S. hourly work-
ers will take the company’s lat-
est buyout and early retirement
offers, opening the door for
lower-paid new hires.

The automaker said Thurs-
day that 19,000 workers had
taken the offers and will leave
the company by July 1. GM
offered buyouts to all 74,000
of its U.S. hourly workers in
February.

Under a new agreement
reached last fall with the Unit-
ed Auto Workers, GM may hire
up to 16,000 non-assembly
workers at half the old wage of
$28 per hour. GM said it would
fill openings with current
employees, but would also be
hiring new workers.

Troy Clarke, GM’s North
American president, said GM
is trying to reshape its business
in a challenging U.S. market,
which has seen a steep dropoff
in auto sales because of high
gas prices and the weak econ-
omy.

Retirement-eligible workers
were offered financial incen-
tives to retire with their full
pension and benefits, while
workers who were within four
years of their 30th anniver-
sary with the company could
retire early and get reduced pay
until their benefits kicked in.
Workers could also take up to
$140,000 to leave the company

GM DEALINGS

* 19,000 hourly workers take buy-
out,

* Full pension and benefits came
with retirement package.

* Buyout packages are as high as
$140,000, but with no henefits.

* 16,000 lower-paid non-assembly
workers will be hired.

 Hourly pay rates $14, half of
those taking buyout.

e Annual savings: $2.1 hillion.

with no pension or benefits.

GM spokesman Dan Flores
wouldn’t say how many work-
ers took each type of offer. He
said the company will reveal
later how much the buyouts
cost.

Himanshu Patel, an auto
analyst with JPMorgan, said
GM'’s acceptance rate on
the buyouts was better than
expected. He predicted GM
won't replace up to 15,000 of
the departing workers and will
hire 4,000 for total annual sav-
ings of $2.1 billion.

GM conducted its last round
of buyouts in 2006, when 34,410
workers left the company. GM
had 113,000 U.S. hourly work-
ers when it began those buy-
outs. Buyouts have been part
of restructuring efforts at the
Detroit Three and their major
suppliers in recent years.

NATIONAL

Military: We'll
study troops’
ammo worries

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — The mili-
tary is reviewing soldiers' com-
plaints that their standard ammu-
nition isn't powerful enough for
the type of fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the Army’s highest-
ranking officer said Thursday.

Current and former soldiers
interviewed by The Associated
Press said the military’'s 5.56-
millimeter M855 rounds, used
in M-16 and M-4 rifles, are not
powerful enough for close-quar-
ters fighting in cities and towns
in Iragq and Afghanistan.

Gen. George W. Casey Jr,
the Army chief of staff, said it
was too soon to say whether the
Pentagon will switch.

Casey said leaders are con-
stantly soliciting feedback from
soldiers in the field and were
aware of complaints about the
M855 ammunition.

Colo., W.Va. casinos
adopt child-aid plan

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. -
Win big at the casino tables in
West Virginia or Colorado, and
your kids might win, too.

The two states are moving
ahead with plans to garnish the
winnings of casino gamblers
who owe child support. West
Virginia's Department of Health
and Human Resources is work-
ing on a plan that could be in
place within 90 days, while
Colorado is rolling out its system
July 1.

The proposals are another
tool in a diverse arsenal that
authorities already have to collect
money from delinquent parents.

While many states check big
winners of traditional lottery
games against lists of people
who owe child support, the
National Conference of State
Legislatures believes Colorado
and West Virginia would be first
to go after casino winnings.

Model charged in
‘luggage rage’ case

LONDON — Naomi Campbell
has been charged with assault-
ing two police officers during
a “luggage rage” incident at
Heathrow Airport, her lawyer and
prosecutors said Thursday.

The 38-year-old supermodel
was charged when she reported
to Heathrow police station to
answer bail over the April 3 fra-
cas, lawyer Simon Nicholls said.

The Crown Prosecution
Service said Campbell faced
six charges — three counts of
assaulting a constable, two
counts of using threatening,
abusive words or behavior to the
cabin crew and one count of dis-
orderly conduct.

N.Y. to recognize
gay marriages

ALBANY, N.Y. — Opposition
surfaced Thursday against Gov.
David Paterson’s directive to
state agencies to recognize gay
marriages legally performed in
other states and countries.

Paterson issued a memo ear-
lier this month
saying that gay
New Yorkers
who marry
where it is legal
will have the
right to share
family health
care plans,
receive tax
breaks by filing
jointly, enjoy
stronger adop-
tion rights and inherit property.

Paterson

Sioux tribe restores
land near condos

PRIOR LAKE, Minn. — A
30-acre field where corn and
soybeans once grew is now
covered with Canada wild rye,
big bluestem, Golden Alexander
and compass plant — the same
grasses and flowers the pioneers
saw as they pushed westward
across the American prairie in
the 1800s.

This small patch of prairie next
to a condominium complex in
suburban Minneapolis was pains-
takingly restored at great cost
by the Shakopee Mdewakanton
(pronounced SHOCK-ah-pee
mid-ah-WAHK-tun) Sioux tribe.

By the end of the year, the
Shakopee Mdewakanton hope to
begin restoring 450 more acres
near the Twin Cities. Most of it is
land that has been farmed since
at least the 1880s.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Governor’s
e-mail policy
challenged

AUSTIN — An open records
attorney has asked the Texas
attorney general to take legal
action against Gov. Rick Perry's
office to stop his policy of delet-
ing e-mails every seven days.

Attorney Joe Larsen argues in
the complaint that policy violates
Texas public information laws.

Attorney General Greg
Abbott’s office has 30 days to
respond to the request, which
was first filed May 14 but updat-
ed Thursday.

Texas law requires e-mails to
be kept in an electronic, search-
able format, Larsen said. Perry's
office requires each individual
staffer to print or save e-mails
that need to be retained before
they are deleted.

A&M bonfire suits
allowed to continue

HOUSTON - Texas A&M
University officials are not
immune from state lawsuits
brought by the families of those
killed or injured in the school's
deadly bonfire collapse, a court
ruled Wednesday.

The 10th Court of Appeals
in Waco upheld a lower court's
ruling that allowed administra-
tors to remain as defendants
because they are being sued as
individuals and not in their official
capacities.

The defendants had argued
they are protected under sover-
eign immunity, the state's consti-
tutional right that prohibits gov-
ernment agencies and officials
from being sued.

Twelve people died and 27
were injured in November 1999
when the 59-foot-high log stack
collapsed as it was being built.

Transportation head
asks for public faith

AUSTIN — Transportation
Commission Chair Deirdre Delisi,
whose political ties to Gov. Rick
Perry drew criticism when he
appointed her, led her first meet-
ing Thursday and expressed a
desire to build public trust in the

agency.

The com-
missioners
adopted an
order governing
toll projects and
the Trans-Texas
Corridor and set
out to improve
access to Texas
Department of

Transportation

Delisi

financial data.

The commission unanimously
agreed that all Texas highways
will be owned by the state, not
private developers; that the state
may buy back the interest of a
private road developer; that only
expansions to existing highways
will be tolled; and that “non-com-
pete clauses” will be banned.

Soldiers charged
with sexual assault

EL PASO, Texas — Two Fort
Bliss soldiers remained jailed
Thursday in a sexual assault case
involving a girl under 14.

Pfc. Adam Avenetti and Pfc.
Mario Hunter, both 19-year-old
soldiers from the 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Armored
Division, were turned over to
local police Tuesday.

Avenetti faces charges of
continuous sexual abuse of a
child, indecency with a child, and
sexual performance by a child.
Hunter is charged with aggra-
vated sexual assault, possession
or promotion of child pornogra-
phy, indecency with a child, and
sexual performance by a child.

Houston will fight
to keep beard ban

HOUSTON - The Houston
City Council on Wednesday
authorized spending up to
$150,000 to defend the city in
a lawsuit challenging the police
department'’s ban on beards.

Council members were unani-
mous after more than an hour
discussing the policy and ques-
tioning whether it discriminates
against men who cannot shave
on medical or religious grounds.

The department set the policy
in 1993 so uniformed officers
would look professional, accord-
ing to a city memo.

Four police officers filed a
federal civil rights lawsuit in
November claiming the facial hair
policy is discriminatory.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Base raises drinking age

Fort Bliss last
Army post to end
underage sales

BYALICIAA. CALDWELL

Associated Press Writer

FORT BLISS, Texas — This
military base in the far West
Texas desert stood as the last
Army post in America where
if you were old enough to fight
and die for your country, you
were old enough to drink a
beer.

But the party is over at Fort

13-year-old may
have identified
excavated beer

By MELISSA LUDWIG

San Antonio Express-News

SAN ANTONIO — When
Collin Lindsey followed a
local archaeologist for a
job-shadowing assignment
recently, he had no idea he
might get a taste of San Anto-
nio’s history.

Collin, an eighth-grader at
Legacy Middle School, spent
a day washing and handling
artifacts at the University of
Texas at San Antonio’s Center
for Archaeological Research
and became so taken with an
old, corked bottle found at the
River Walk extension project
that he went home, did some
research and came back with
a theory: The yellow liquid
sloshing inside was likely
century-old beer, brewed by
apredecessor to the Lone Star
Brewing Co.

His discovery so delighted
archaeologist Lynn Yakubik
and her colleagues that they
agreed to test the liquid to see
if Collin’s theory bears fruit.
Or hops.

“That’s San Antonio past
right there in your hand,”
said Yakubik, director of the
center’s education and out-
reach programs. “He was
so excited about what
he had done that day,
he went above and
beyond, looked it up
for us and sent us
an e-mail.”

Collin, a 13-year-
old who loves to
collect rocks,
arrowheads,
cannon pro-
jectiles and
other curiosi-
ties, jumped at
the chance to
follow Yakubik
around for a
day as part of
a career explo-
ration class at
his school in
East Central
Independent
School District.

Bliss.

Citing fights and drunken-
driving crashes and arrests,
the new commanding general
has raised the drinking age on
base from 18 to 21, bringing
17,000-soldier Fort Bliss into
line with what has been the law
in the rest of Texas since 1986.

Not only that, all Fort Bliss
soldiers are barred from slip-
pingacross the Mexican border
to Ciudad Juarez, the city of
famously loose morals where
young Americans have been
getting drunk — and getting
into trouble — for generations.
From now on, no passes to
Juarez will be issued.

The new policy took effect
May 22.

Maj. Gen. Howard B. Brom-
berg, who took over in January,
cracked down after a review of
base crime statistics showed

“IT’S LIKE MY
PARENTS SAY, I'M
OLD ENOUGH TO
JOIN THE ARMY,
BUT I'M NOT
OLD ENOUGH TO
DRINK.”

— Prc. WALTER
IVERSON

thatinlate 2007 and early 2008,
sexual assaults, domestic vio-
lence and traffic accidents by
soldiers 18, 19 or 20 involved
alcohol more often than not.

Over the last two decades,
other Army bases around the
country raised their drinking
age to 21. Many states made the
change under federal pressure
beginning in the mid-1980s,
and 21 is now the law in all 50
states.

For the past 28 years, how-
ever, Fort Bliss let young sol-
diers drink.

For most of that period, it
was peacetime, and things
were calm on base. Also, com-

RIED BREW

She gave him a tour of the
center’s vast warehouse of 10
million artifacts all meticu-
lously labeled, then put him
to work washing artifacts as
archaeologists toted them
from the field.
An old bottle waiting to
be analyzed caught Col-
lin’s eye.
“Itwas amazing to see
that something so old
could still have liquid
init,” he said. “There
was even an air
pocket inside of

it”

Collin exam-
ined the bottle
and found an
embossed star
and the name
William Esser. He
went home, got

online and found
a history of Texas
breweries that
listed Esser as
the proprietor of

PHotos BY DELCIA LOPEZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Above: Collin Lindsey, 13, looks at the old bottle on Tuesday that was found by Jon Dowling, an
archaeologist at UTSA's Center for Archaeological Research. Below: The 100-year-old bottle.

San Antonio-based Lone Star
Bottling Works in 1891.

The bottle is stopped with
a spring stopper patented in
1879, said Jon Dowling, an
archaeologist at UTSA. It also
lacks seams on the lip found

another brewery to be tested
inalab.

“When Collin turns 21, he’s
going to come back and sam-
ple the beer,” Dowling joked.

“It may have aged really
well,” Yakubik added.

in older bot- As for
tles, dating Collin, he
it between “IT WAS AMAZING wants to be
1879 and TO SEE THAT an archae-
1907. SOMETHING SO oﬁ)glst more
said he founy OLD COULD STILL and plans
the bottle HAVEL;?,UID N to attend
sticking out IT. more digs
of the river- — COLLIN with UTSA
April while LINDSEY, MIDDLE SR
monitoring SCHOOL STUDENT me want to
construction do it more

of the river extension to north
downtown.

Because archaeologists
can't be sureit’s beer, hazard-
ous materials experts must
open the bottle, Dowling
said. Once opened, they can
send a sample to Lone Star or

now because of how nice they
were, and how nice they were
to each other,” Lindsey said.

He’s eagerly awaiting the
test results, though he thinks
he’s already got the answer.

“Ireally think it'’s beer,” he
said.

Border governors
talk drug violence

By JULIET WILLIAMS
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Officials from both sides of the
border are meeting in Mexico
City to push for more crime-
fighting and border security
amid unprecedented violence
in Mexico.

has been slow. Still, California
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s
administration says the part-
nership already have produced
results.

Federal Homeland Security
Director Michael Chertoff has
boosted the number of work-
ers at key border crossings,

reducing wait times,

The governors of
California, Texas and
New Mexico planned to
offer support to Mexi-
can President Calderon
on Thursday for his
crackdown against the
drug trade, in which he
has deployed more than

said Dan Dunmoyer,
Schwarzenegger’s cabi-
net secretary.

However, the wait at
some border crossings
can drag on for hours.
Schwarzenegger is
seeking a joint agree-
ment aimed at cutting

20,000 federal troops
across Mexico.

Cartels have responded
with increasingly bold attacks
against police and other secu-
rity officials. On Tuesday, seven
federal officers were killed in a
shootout at a suspected drug
safe house.

The coalition made a similar
anti-crime appeal to President
Bush in February, but progress

Calderon

wait times in half by
2013.

Bush has used the wave of
violence in Mexico to further
an anti-crime legislative pack-
age. He is urging Congress to
approve the first $500 million
installment of a proposed $1.4
billion law enforcement aid
package known as the Merida
Initiative to combat drug crime
in Mexico.

manders figured that letting
soldiers drink at the base club
would discourage trips to Juar-
ez.

But now units are routinely
shipping back and forth to Iraq
and Afghanistan, and base
officials say young men and
women have been using alco-
hol to blow off steam — too
much steam.

Before the war, “we didn’t
have a large number of inci-
dents involving younger sol-
diers,” said Fort Bliss spokes-
woman Jean Offutt. “We
weren't in a wartime situation,
which made for a difference in
behavior upon returning.”

Police

seek

to ID
victims
Youth advocate

charged with
sexual assault

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police said Thursday they
were interviewing potential
victims of a court-appointed
children’s advocate who fac-
es aggravated sexual assault
charges after police seized
video showing him having sex
with children.

The videotape showed Billy
Dan Carroll, 53, having sex
with kids ranging in age from
3 to 15, and two adult women
who appeared to be uncon-
scious, police said.

Carroll remained jailed in
Travis County on Thursday
on a bond of $2 million. He
was charged with one count
of aggravated sexual assault
of a child in a May 17 incident.
A message left by The Associ-
ated Press for his lawyer on
Thursday was not immediately
returned.

Officers were going to chil-
dren’s homes to interview
them in an attempt to identify
the alleged victims, police Sgt.
Rich Stresing said.

“We don’t know where it is
going to end up, how many
victims we may end up with,”
police Sgt. Brian Loyd told the
Austin American-Statesman in
Wednesday’s online editions.
“There could be six. There
could be 20.”

Carroll has been a volunteer
children’s advocate since 2004.
Officials at Court-Appointed
Special Advocates of Travis
County suspended him last
week after learning of the alle-
gations, said Laura Wolf, the
organization’s executive direc-
tor.

CASA volunteers work with
Child Protective Services talk-
ing with children who are vic-
tims of abuse or neglect, their
parents, foster parents and oth-
ers about the child’s future.

Courts void Vioxx rulings

BYJEFFREY GOLD
Associated Press Writer

NEWARK, N.J. — Appeals
courts in Texas and New Jersey
on Thursday scrapped verdicts
against the drugmaker Merck
& Co. Inc., stemming from two
of the earliest trials involving
its once-popular painkiller
Vioxx.

A Texas court reversed a
$26 million verdict against
the drug company stemming
from the first Vioxx trial in
the nation. The court found
no evidence that Robert Ernst
suffered a fatal heart problem
from a blood clot triggered by
Vioxx. He had been taking the
now-withdrawn drug for eight
months before being stricken
in May 2001.

In 2005, his widow won a
$253 million verdict against
Merck, but Texas punitive
damage caps later cut that to
about $26 million.

Also Thursday, a New Jersey
appeals court voided $9 mil-
lion of the $13.9 million award-
ed to John McDarby in a sepa-
rate lawsuit in 2006. The panel
vacated the punitive damage

award because it found that
the federal Food, Drug and
Cosmetic Act preempted New
Jersey’s Product Liability Act.

McDarby survived his 2004
heart attack, but died last fall
from complications of his heart
problems, his lawyer said.

The panel affirmed $4.5 mil-
lion in compensatory damages
to McDarby, awarded when
the jury found Merck failed to
warn of Vioxx’s cardiac risks.

Thursday’s rulings give Mer-
ck 11 victories and three losses
stemming from the trials that
reached verdicts. Retrials are
pending in a few cases.

New Jersey-based Merck
pulled Vioxx in September 2004
after its own study showed the
drug doubles the risk of heart
attack or stroke.

In a statement, Merck gen-
eral counsel Bruce Kuhlik said
the company was gratified by
the courts’ decisions.

Both the Ernst and McDarby
cases were excluded from the
settlement Merck reached in
November in which it agreed to
pay $4.85 billion to end thou-
sands of other Vioxx lawsuits.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Robert Ernst died in 2001 of
heart problems. His widow, Car-
ol Ernst, alleges that the pain-
killer Vioxx caused his death.
She won a lawsuit against the
manufacturer in 2005, but the
ruling was reversed Thursday.

ABOUT VIOXX

 Painkiller introduced by New Jer-
sey-hased Merck & Co. in 1999.

e Withdrawn from the market in
2004 when a Merck-sponsored
study showed the drug doubles the
risk of heart attack or stroke.
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On the hunt
for a

AUN

Trailing ghosts gains

popularity as spooky

shows flood airwaves

SkiP PETERSON / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

James Willis, founder of The Ghosts of Ohio, a ghost-hunting group, sets up a camera in hopes of capturing paranormal activity along a railroad track in
Urbana, Ohio. Organizations that track spirits have seen an increase in membership thanks to TV shows such as “Ghost Hunters.”

By JAMES HANNAH

Associated Press Writer

RBANA, Ohio — As midnight
approached, a grassy field where the
old train depot once stood pulsed with
activity.

About 90 people tiptoed around night-vision
cameras atop tripods and dodged remote sen-
sors. They waited for the Lincoln Ghost Train,
which some people believe appears on the anni-
versary of the 1865 trip that carried the presi-
dent’s body to Springfield, ., for burial.

Ghost-hunting groups around the country
are swelling with members — their popularity
fueled by television shows, the Internet and the
increasing availability of high-tech equipment.

“I'm hoping for some vindication that there
might be some type of paranormal activity sur-
rounding this,” said Julieanne Phillips, an assis-
tant professor at Urbana University who invited
the ghost hunters and organized the vigil.

On this April night, there wasn'’t.

“Ghost reality shows have really opened the
door for people to get involved themselves,” said
James Willis, founder of The Ghosts of Ohio.

Airwaves are popu-
lated with shows such
as “Ghost Whisperer,”
“Medium,” “Paranormal
State” and “Ghost Hunt-
ers.”

Viewership of “Ghost
Hunters,” a reality show
on the SCI FI Channel
that chronicles investi-
gations by The Atlantic
Paranormal Society, or

TAPS, has doubled since it debuted in 2004 —
growing from 1.3 million viewers to 2.6 million.

The Rhode Island-based society currently has
about 80 affiliates in 44 states, twice the number

it had two years ago.

because instead of being a bunch of freaks,
we're like the cool people on TV,” said Pat Jones,
founder of the Paranormal Study and Research
Group. “People used to look at us like we were

absolutely insane, and

“PEOPLE USED TO LOOK AT US
LIKE WE WERE ABSOLUTELY

INSANE, AND NOW THEY WANT

TO COME ALONG WITH US.”

— PAT JONES, PARANORMAL
STUDY AND RESEARCH GROUP
FOUNDER

now they want to come
along with us. It’s almost
like every day is Hallow-
een.”

Thirty-four per-
cent of Americans say
they believe in ghosts,
according to an October
survey by The Associ-
ated Press and Ipsos.

“We're actually grateful for (‘Ghost Hunters’)

GHOST GEAR

Electromagnetic field
meters, to measure elec-
tromagnetic radiation

® Infrared thermometers, to
measure infrared energy

® Digital voice recorders

® Point-and-shoot digital
cameras

® Infrared cameras
® Magnetic compasses

® Digital video-recorder sur-
veillance systems

® Camcorders

® Hygrometer, to measure

humidity

® External microphone

SkiP PETERSON / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ghost chaser Mark Delong, left, monitors heat end energy levels while

James Willis watches video during an investigation of supernatural activity.

LOCAL HAUNTS

CitySearch lists the top five haunted spots in Aus-

tin.

The Driskill, 604 Brazos St. — Local legend says
that Col. Jesse Driskill haunts the hotel he opened
in 1886. When a late freeze killed thousands of
cattle two years later, he lost his fortune and was

forced to sell the hotel.

Saint Edward’s University, 3001 S. Congress
Ave. — Several people have reported seeing the
shadow of a man who killed himself in the theater

on campus.

ing a woman carrying a sick child from room to

room. Lights have also flickered on even when the

in 1864.

channels.

building had no power.

Governor’s Mansion, 1010 Colorado St. — The
ghost of Gov. Pendleton Murrah’s nephew is said
to haunt the mansion. He committed suicide there

The Tavern, 912 W. 12th St. — A ghost named
Emily reportedly breaks dishes and changes TV

For more information, visit www.austinghost

Joe Nickell, senior

research fellow with the Amherst, N.Y.-based
Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, said he has
investigated dozens of reported hauntings since
1969 and has turned up no evidence of ghosts.

HUNTERS

The Atlantic Paranormal Soci-

ety — www.the-atlantic-
paranormal-society.com

Committee for Skeptical

Inquiry —
www.csicop.org

Texas Ghost Hunters —

www.texasghost
hunters.com

Ghost Hunters of Texas —

ghosthuntersoftexas.com

Gulf Coast Ghost Hunters

Association, Austin chap-
ter — www.gcghost
hunters.com/
gcgha_2_006.htm

South Texas Paranormal

Society —
www.southtexas
paranormalsociety.com

Lone Star Spirits —

www.lonestarspirits.org

South Texas Ghost Hunters

Alliance — www.gerc
sa.com

San Antonio Paranormal Net-

work — www.ghost411.com

Texoma Area Paranormal

Investigations —
www.texomaghosts.com

NATIONAL

Rachael Ray

ad pulled
over scarf

BOSTON - Dunkin’ Donuts
has pulled an online ad featuring
Rachael Ray after complaints
that a fringed black-and-white
scarf worn by
the celebrity
chef in the ad
offers symbolic
support for
Muslim extrem-
ism and terror-
ism.

The chain
said the ad
that appeared
online May 7 Ray
was pulled
last weekend
because “the possibility of mis-
perception detracted from its
original intention to promote our
iced coffee”

Critics, including conservative
commentator Michelle Malkin,
said the scarf looked like a kaffi-
yeh, the traditional Arab head-
dress.

A company statement said the
scarf had a paisley design and
was selected by a stylist.

“Absolutely no symbolism was
intended,” the company said.

German pop group
makes teens swoon

LOS ANGELES — Move over,
Jonas Brothers. The Kaulitz twins
are moving in.

The 18-year-old brothers make
up half of Tokio Hotel, a German
glam-pop quartet creating hys-
teria among teens in their native
land. They've sold close to 3 mil-
lion CDs and DVDs in their coun-
try and hope to replicate that fan
base in the United States.

Tokio Hotel came out of the
Internet. A YouTube search
shows 123,000 video listings
compared to 88,100 for the
Jonas Bros. or 21,000 for a vet-
eran like Bruce Springsteen.

The fan frenzy in Germany has
reached epic proportions, such
as when a group of teen girls
delivered a fan letter more than
seven miles long.

But the band has a long
way to go before they reach
Backstreet or ‘N Sync like U.S.
sales — since the group’s CD
was released in May, it has sold
just over 23,000 copies.

Bill Murray’s wife
seeking divorce

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The
wife of entertainer Bill Murray
has filed for divorce after nearly
11 years of marriage, alleging he
abused her and is addicted to
marijuana and alcohol.

Jennifer Butler Murray filed
divorce papers May 12. She

owns a home on

Sullivans Island,
S.C., where she
lives with the
couple’s four
children.

The complaint
also alleges fre-
quent abandon-
ment.

Austin’s Inn At Pearl Street, 809 W. Martin tours.com
Luther King Blvd. — Visitors have reported see-

THE SHOWS
GHOST HUNTERS PARANORMAL STATE

® Members of The Atlantic
Paranormal Society hold
ordinary day jobs and
moonlight as paranormal
researchers. The show
follows the team as it
investigates hauntings
across the country.

® SCIFI

® A half-hour docudrama
following a group of
Penn State students
as they look for the
truth behind reports of
ghosts and other para-
normal phenomena.

® A&E

MEDIUM

® Patricia Arquette plays
a wife and mother who
sees the future in her
dreams. As a consultant
to the district attorney,
she uses her abilities to
help solve crimes.

® NBC

GHOST WHISPERER

® Jennifer Love Hewitt
plays Melinda Gordon,
a woman who can com-
municate with the dead.
Gordon helps the spirits
take care of their unfin-
ished business.

® CBS

Bill Murray'’s
and Jennifer
Murray's attor-
neys wouldn't comment on the
allegations.

The couple signed a prenuptial
agreement, in which both waived
their right to alimony.

The complaint alleges he
would often leave without telling
his wife and engage in “sexual
liaisons.”

It also alleges Murray physi-
cally abused his wife, and last
November “hit her in the face
and then told her she was ‘lucky
he didn't kill her”

On-set Monroe film
hits auction block

Want a behind-the-scenes
look at Marilyn Monroe's last
completed feature? Better calll
the bank.

Two reels of silent, 8 mm color
film titled “On Set With ‘The
Misfits™ are going on the auction
block, with bids starting between
$10,000 and $20,000. Julien’s
Auctions is listing the 47-minute
film next month in Las Vegas.

According to the Julien’s
Auctions Web site, it's the
original film by amateur photog-
rapher Stanley Floyd Kilarr, who
shot scenes of the stars and
crew during the making of “The
Misfits” — the final completed film
for both its stars, Monroe and
Clark Gable.

Gable had a heart attack just
after filming was finished, and
died Nov. 16, 1960, two months
before the movie's U.S. release.
Monroe died Aug. 5, 1962.

Murray

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Air France jet crashed,
defense minister says

A French army air crewman aboard an Atlantic Model 2 aircraft,

AssocCIATED PRESS

France has three military patrol aircrafts flying over the central

which took off from a French air base in Dakar, Senegal, patrols  Atlantic from its Senegal base and will send an AWACS radar

the presumed site of the crash of a missing Air France flight.

plane that should join the operation Wednesday.

No bodies discovered among 3 miles of wreckage in Atlantic

ALAN CLENDENNING
Associated Press
FERNANDO DE NO-

T

RONHA, Brazil — Brazilian
military planes found a 3-mile
path of wreckage in the At-
lantic Ocean, confirming that
an Air France jet carrying 228
people crashed in the sea.

he locations where the objects were found
are toward the right of the point where the
last signal of the plane was emitted. That
suggests it might have tried to make a turn, maybe
to return to Fernando de Noronha.
— COL. JORGE AMARAL

The French dispatched a
research ship equipped with
unmanned submarines to the
debris site.

Investigators on both sides
of the ocean are trying to de-
termine what brought the
plane down. Potential causes
include violently shifting

Fernando de Noronha.
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Disagreement
continues as
session ends

KELLEY SHANNON
Associated Press

Staring at a rough Repub-
lican primary battle ahead,
Gov. Rick Perry declared
success Tuesday in the just-
completed Texas legislative
session, trumpeting victo-
ries such as small-business
tax cuts and unspent savings
money. But primary voters
may see defeat in the failure to
pass anti-abortion measures
he vocally backed.

The specter of a special ses-
sion to keep the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation and
other major agencies operat-
ing could assist GOP rival Kay
Bailey Hutchison.

“We'll find a solution to
keeping government going,”
Perry said Tuesday, pledging
to look at all options.

Hutchison’s campaign was
careful to praise legislators’
work while criticizing Perry
as the five-month Legislature
came to a close.

Texas GOP spokesman
Hans Klingler said the session
was “unfortunately” slowed
by “the need to clean up after
a governor who refused to ad-
dress systemic and danger-
ous problems in his own state
agencies.”

The governor, in a post-ses-
sion news conference, praised
lawmakers for approving a
tax cut for some 40,000 small
businesses by raising the reve-
nue exemption from $300,000

to $1 million for the state’s
relatively new business tax, a
move he sought.

He also praised the state’s
balanced budget and an es-
timated $9.1 billion in the
Rainy Day Fund for the end of
the coming two-year spend-
ing cycle.

His Texas Enterprise Fund
and Emerging Technology
Fund, two accounts Perry
uses to bring jobs to the state,
got restocked with money;, al-
beit short of what he request-
ed.

Lawmakers placed $48 mil-
lion in the enterprise fund and
$109 million in the emerging
tech fund, on top of existing
balances.

Perry successfully opposed
a local-option gas fuel tax
proposal that would have let
major metro areas impose
taxes to build roads. Perry said
it reeked of too much taxation
statewide.

Perry won the battle with
lawmakers to reject $555
million in federal economic
stimulus money for the un-
employment fund.

In a highly publicized stand
against Washington, Perry
said the money would force
an expansion of Texas’ unem-
ployment system and require
the state to pay the long-last-
ing tab later on.

But Perry missed his goals
on issues dear to GOP pri-

Please see PERRY, Page 2

Defense Minister Nelson Jo-
bim said Tuesdayin Rio de Ja-
neiro the discovery “confirms
that the plane went down in
that area,” hundreds of miles
from the Brazilian archipelago
of Fernando de Noronha.

“There isn't the slightest
doubt that the debris is from
the Air France plane,” Jobim
said.

He said the strip of wreckage
included metallic and nonme-
tallic pieces but did not de-
scribe them in detail. No bod-
ies were spotted in the crash
of the Airbus A330 in which all
are believed to have died.

The discovery came just
hours after authorities an-
nounced they found an air-
plane seat, an orange buoy

and signs of fuel in a part of the
Atlantic Ocean, where depths
range from less than one mile
to more than three miles.
Jobim said recovery of the
cockpit voice and data record-
ers could be difficult because
much of the wreckage sank.
The search will be diffi-
cult to complete because the
wreckage could be as deep as
1.2 miles to 1.8 miles in that
area of the ocean, Jobim said.
The initial announcement
that wreckage had been dis-
covered came about 36 hours
after the jet went missing. A
Brazilian air force spokesman
said the two spots where de-
bris was located suggested the
pilots may have tried to turn
the plane around to return to

“The locations where the
objects were found are toward
the right of the point where
the last signal of the plane was
emitted,” said the spokesman,
Col. Jorge Amaral.

“That suggests that it might
have tried to make a turn,
maybe to return to Fernando
de Noronha, but that is just a
hypothesis.”

Amaral said some of the de-
bris was white and small but
did not give more detail.

A U.S. Navy P-3C Orion sur-
veillance plane and 21 crew
members arrived in Brazil on
Tuesday from El Salvador and
were to begin overflying the
zone in the afternoon, U.S. of-
ficials said.

winds and hail from towering
thunderheads, lightning and
other factors.

The crew made no distress
call before the crash, but the
plane’s system sent an auto-
matic message before it disap-
peared, reporting lost cabin
pressure and electrical failure.

French police were studying
passenger lists and mainte-
nance records, and preparing
to take DNA from passengers’
relatives to help identify po-
tential bodies.

On board the flight were 61
French citizens, 58 Brazilians,
26 Germans, nine Chinese and
nine Italians. A lesser number
of citizens from 27 other coun-
tries also were on the passen-
ger list.

Insurgent, US deaths up in Afghanistan

JASON STRAZIUSO

Associated Press

KABUL — U.S. deaths in Afghanistan
have risen to 65 so far this year, up from
36 over the first five months of 2008 —
though U.S. and coalition troops have
also killed hundreds more militants, an

Associated Press tally shows.

As newly arriving Marines enter the vi-

KiicHIRo SATO / AssocIATED PRESS

Hummer said Tuesday that it has tentatively agreed to sell
the brand, a day after the U.S. automaker filed for bankruptcy
protection.

GM inks deal
to sell Hummer

be its first step into the auto-

Satur n, Saab motive business.
brands also have GM said the sale will likely
. save more than 3,000 U.S.
lnterested buyers jobs in manufacturing, engi-
neering and at Hummer deal-
BREE FOWLER erships. Tengzhong said it will

Associated Press

assume GM'’s existing agree-
ments with Hummer dealers.

“We will be investing in
the Hummer brand and its
research and development

DETROIT — General Mo-
tors Corp. took a step toward
downsizing Tuesday, strik-

olent Afghan south — the spiritual home
of the Taliban and the country’s major
drug-producing region — the military
said Tuesday that U.S. deaths will likely
increase even further this summer.

“We're doing everything we can to en-
sure the deaths occur on the militants’
side, but there is a potential there will be
an increase in U.S. deaths,” said Col. Greg
Julian, the top U.S. military spokesman in
Afghanistan.

In Washington, the U.S general chosen
to take over as commander of American
and NATO troops in Afghanistan said he
believes the war is “winnable, but I don’t
think it will be easily winnable.”

Lt. Gen. Stanley McChrystal said at his
confirmation hearing that avoiding civil-
ian casualties is key to success.

Civilian deaths, long a contentious is-
sue in Afghanistan, are also higher this
year because of militant attacks and U.S.

Musapea Sabea / AssoclATED PRess

Hundreds of Afghan students of Kabul University demonstrate Sunday against
airstrikes that have contributed to an increase in civilian deaths.

and NATO operations.

The latest U.S. death came Tuesday
during an insurgent attack in the east that
killed one soldier.

On Monday, two roadside bombs
ripped through two military vehicles in
the same convoy, killing four Americans
in Wardak, which is one province west of

Kabul.

U.S. counter-IED experts say they ex-
pect IED attacks — roadside bombs and
suicide attacks — to rise 50 percent this
year, contributing to the increase in casu-
alties.

Please see SURGE, Page 2

ing a tentative deal to sell its
Hummer brand to a Chinese
manufacturer, while also re-
vealing that it has potential
buyers for its Saturn and Saab
brands.

China’s Sichuan Tengzhong
Heavy Industrial Machinery
Co. said Tuesday afternoon
that it had reached an agree-
ment to acquire the brand
from GM for an undisclosed
amount. The Detroit au-
tomaker had announced
Tuesday morning that it had
a memorandum of under-
standing to sell the brand, but
it didn't identify the buyer.

Sichuan Tengzhong deals
in road construction, plastics,
resins and other industrial
products, but Hummer would

capabilities, which will allow
Hummer to better meet de-
mand for new products such
as more fuel-efficient vehicles
in the U.S.” Chief Executive
YangYi said in a statement.

As part of the proposed
transaction, Hummer will
continue to contract vehicle
manufacturing and business
services from GM during a
transitional period. For exam-
ple, GM’s Shreveport, La., as-
sembly plant would continue
to contract to assemble the
H3 and H3T through at least
2010, GM said.

Hummer will keep its exist-
ing management team and
remain based in the United

Please see GM, Page 2
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As legislative session ends, a look
at the most influential members

JACKIE STONE

Associated Press

The 81st Legislature began
with partisan strife and ended
in bipartisan chaos.

Here are some lawmakers
who shaped the tone and di-
rection of the session:

Sen. Tommy Williams

On opening day, the Wood-
lands Republican set a ses-
sion-long fuse that exploded
late and derailed many bills.

Though it normally takes
a supermajority to allow any
bill to make it to the floor, Wil-
liams proposed an exception
be made for a controversial
voter identification measure.
The move created a partisan
split that would eventually
thread its way to the House.

Speaker Joe Straus

This San Antonio Republi-
can’s rise to power was swift as
party members met early in the
year to find a consensus can-
didate to replace then-Speaker
Tom Craddick.

Straus was picked in part
because of his hands-off ap-
proach and determination to
follow the rules.

But when the voter ID
standoff between Democrats
and Republicans began to
threaten other legislation,
Straus was criticized for not
taking a stronger hand. In the
end, Straus sided with his par-
ty on voter ID.

Rep. Jim Dunnam

Love him or hate him, Dun-
nam was an undeniable force
in the House.

Instrumental in elevating
Straus to Speaker, the Waco
Democrat and minority party
caucus leader also led the Me-
morial Weekend Chub, when
Democrats delayed the voter
ID bill until a House deadline
killed it.

Democrats succeeded by
talking up uncontested bills in
order to slow business to a halt,
also known as “chubbing.”

Rep. Larry Taylor

When the House was set to
debate the state budget, many
expected typical partisan de-
bate on hot-button issues.

The debate was long but not
the emotional free-for-all it
could have been.

Taylor, the House Repub-
lican leader from Friend-
swood, met with Dunnam and
stripped out many amend-
ments that would be killed
anyway, saving lawmakers
from a divisive showdown.

SURGE
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Not counting the five deaths
that have occurred in June,
U.S. deaths are up 66 percent
the first five months of the
year over the same period last
year.

President Barack Obama
has ordered 21,000 more
troops into Afghanistan to
bolster the roughly 40,000 al-
ready in the country. U.S. of-
ficials predict a rise in violence
this summer as the troops en-
ter militant-controlled areas
where they haven't previously
operated.

Sami Kovanen, a security
expert in Kabul, said casualties
among international troops
are rising partly because Tal-
iban attacks are becoming
more effective. He said insur-
gents now have better — and
more — weapons, and he too

Harry CaBLUCK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

House Democrats and Republicans reached a showdown Tuesday over whether they would
decide on a voter identification bill as the session wrapped up. Debate over the voter ID bill
and surrounding controversy dominated the session.

Sen. Steve Ogden

The chair of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee was the
driving force in passing the
state budget through the Sen-
ate, but his name was also tied
to a host of high-profile issues.

The Bryan Republican add-
ed one-time $800 bonuses for
more than 100,000 state em-
ployees to the supplemental
budget.

His attempt to block state
spending on embryonic stem
cell research failed, and he
bore the weight of unsuc-
cessful Senate efforts to re-
confirm a debated creationist
as head of the State Board of
Education.

Late in the session, Ogden

refused to pass a bill for the
Senate Finance Committee to
expand the Children’s Health
Insurance Program, a decision
that spurred proponents of the
CHIP expansion to blame him
for its eventual failure.

And when efforts to address
the sunset of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation failed
on the final night, Ogden was
quick to call for a special ses-
sion.

Sen. Jane Nelson
Nelson’s Health and Human
Services Committee passed
judgment on many of the ses-
sion’s controversial issues.
Nelson carried a host of
health care legislation includ-

ing a bill aimed at retaining
nurses and one of Gov. Rick
Perry’'s emergency items —
reforms for the state’s 13 large
institutions for people with
developmental  disabilities.

Sen. John Carona

The Dallas Republican got
himself tied to the two biggest
legislative bombs lobbed this
year.

In January, he was the sole
Republican to oppose bring-
ing up the voter ID bill in the
Senate.

In the last 48 hours of the
session, Carona threatened a
filibuster over a bill to reautho-
rize and reform the Texas De-
partment of Transportation.

: Increased violence likely

predicted violence would
peak this summer.

“We will see a steady in-
crease of violence and at-
tacks, which will be at the
highest level during July-
August, with an additional
spike during the election,”
said Kovanen, of Tundra

Strategies. The country
holds presidential elections
on Aug. 20.

The increase in violence
has come at a high cost for
militants as well. Insurgent
deaths are up 90 percent so
far this year, from 815 over the
first five months of 2008, ac-
cording to the AP count, which
relies on statements from the
Afghan government and inter-
national militaries.

Julian said more militants
are fighting in Afghanistan.

“And primarily it’s more ac-
tivity in areas where we haven't

e will see
a steady
increase

of violence and at-
tacks, which will be
at the highest level
during July-August,
with an additional
spike during the
election.

—SAMI KOVANEN

had a permanent presence
and directed activities at elim-
inating Taliban and al-Qaida
leadership and their immedi-
ate associates,” Julian said.

“I think there were quite a
number (of insurgents) that
have been there for a while
that simply haven't been en-
gaged, and now there are
head-on confrontations,” he
said. “And I think were go-

ing to see quite a bit more in
southern Afghanistan, where
the drug resources come
from.”

In southern Afghanistan
on Tuesday, British forces an-
nounced they had killed an
alleged Taliban commander
called Mullah Mansur the
previous day.

The British described him
as a major figure in the insur-
gency who was behind sev-
eral bloody suicide bombings.

In Washington, McChrys-
tal stressed the importance
of minimizing Afghan civilian
casualties as allied forces ap-
ply counterinsurgency tactics
designed to gain the support
of the local population.

“How we conduct opera-
tions is vital to success. This
is a critical point. It may be
the critical point,” McChrystal
stressed.

GM: Sale would protect
US jobs, automaker says

—Continued from Page 1

States, the companies said.
Tengzhong said it expects to
expand the brand’s dealer
network worldwide, includ-
ing to China.

On Monday, the Shreve-
port plant, which has about
800 workers, escaped being
among 12 plants that GM
said would be shut down by
next year. The plant, which
employed 3,000 several years
ago, also produces Chevrolet
and GMC pickups.

Morgan Johnson, head of
the United Auto Workers lo-
cal at the plant, said GM indi-
cated to the union that pickup
assembly would continue in
Shreveport through 2012.

“We're just happy that the
doors are still open consider-
ing all the plant closings,” said
Sharon Brock, 52, who has
worked at the sprawling plant
for 26 years.

GM also said Tuesday that
it has 16 buyers interested in
purchasing its Saturn brand,
while three parties are in-
terested in its Swedish Saab
brand.

Chief Financial Officer Ray
Young told reporters and in-
dustry analysts that GM is

PERRY:

MORE ON GM

v’ Concerns arise over con-
flicts of interest in control
of GM, Page 3.

continuing to pursue manu-
facturing agreements with a
new Saturn buyer.

GM would like to sell the
money-losing Saturn brand’s
dealership network, contract-
ing with the new buyer to
make some of its cars while
the buyer gets other vehicles
from different manufacturers.

At the same time, bridge
loan discussions with the
Swedish government are pro-
gressing, Young said.

GM, which filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy protection in
New York on Monday; is racing
to remake itself as a smaller,
leaner automaker. In addition
toits plan to sell the Hummer,
Saab and Saturn brands, GM
will also phase out its Pontiac
brand, concentrating on its
Chevrolet, Cadillac, Buick and
GMC nameplates.

Sales at Hummer have been
in a steep slide since gasoline
prices rose to record heights
last summer. For the first five
months of this year, Hummer
sales are down 64 percent.

Session could

affect gubernatorial race

—Continued from Page 1

mary voters’ hearts: a Re-
publican-pushed attempt to
require Texas voters to show
more identification and on
anti-abortion activists’ efforts
to establish “Choose Life”
license plates and require
women having an abortion to
view a fetus sonogram.

“Those were issues that I
talked about in my State of
the State address,” he said of
the anti-abortion measures.
“They were obviously im-
portant to Texans, they were
important to me. I'm looking
forward to the legislative ses-
sion where I get everything I
ask for. This one was close.”

Rep. Larry Phillips, a Sher-
man Republican who pushed
for the “Choose Life” plates,
said proponents of the mea-
sure know that it wasn't Per-
ry’s fault it didn't pass and
wouldn't hold it against him
in the primary.

The proposal was in the
major transportation depart-
ment bill that failed.

“It wasn't because of him
it didn’'t pass,” Phillips said.
“Those that are supporters of
it know that he supported it.”

In the Senate, two of Perry’s
appointees to state posts were
blocked: Don McLeroy for
chairman of the State Board
of Education and Shanda
Perkins for the Texas Board of
Pardons and Parole. Another,
Will Harrell as Texas Youth
Commission ombudsman,
was running into opposition
and resigned from the post
before a vote.

Democratic leaders blamed
Perry and other top Repub-
licans for what they called a
failed session.

“It would be difficult to be
more disappointed in the re-
sults of this ‘do nothing’ leg-
islative session,” Sen. Leticia
Van de Putte of San Antonio
and Rep. Jim Dunnam of Waco
said in a joint statement.

They said lawmakers and
Perry should have reformed
homeowners insurance, ex-
panded access to the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram and reined in college
tuition costs.

Perry said he didn't want
to expand CHIP to higher-
income families when all the
children from working low-
income families currently eli-
gible for the health care pro-

Gov. Rick Perry won't
rule out a special session
to avert a shutdown of
major state agencies, say-
ing there are a “lot of dif-
ferent options” to ensure
the Texas Department of
Transportation and other
agencies remain open.

Speaking to reporters
Tuesday, Perry said he was
caught off guard by the
Senate’s failure to pass
measures  keeping key
agencies operating with-
out interruption, includ-
ing TXDOT and the Texas
Department of Insurance.
The Legislature adjourned
Monday without passing
the measures.

Senate Republicans
said the inaction would
require a special session,
but Perry — the only offi-
cial who can call one — re-
mained noncommittal.

gram aren't enrolled.

As for college costs, he
pointed to increases in the
TEXAS Grant scholarship
program; his early proposal
to freeze tuition rates for four
years for incoming freshmen
didn’t pass.

Perry also took pride in the
Legislature’s vote to modify
the state’s top 10 percent au-
tomatic college admissions
law, something he supported.
He said it gives the University
of Texas at Austin more dis-
cretion in selecting the stu-
dents it admits.

Emergency legislative items
Perry declared this session
were addressed, including
windstorm insurance, Hurri-
cane Ike recovery and reform
in state schools for the men-
tally disabled.
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NATIONAL
Abortion foe

charged in
Kansas death

WICHITA, Kan. — An
anti-abortion activist was
charged Tuesday with first-
degree murder in the death
of late-term abortion provider
George Tiller.

The prosecutor said evi-
dence in the case ruled out
the death penalty.

Scott Roeder, 51, was
shown via a video link from
the Sedgwick County Jail.
He said “OK" three times as
Judge Ben Burgess read the
charges.

Burgess ordered Roeder
to be held without bond.

A preliminary hearing is
set for June 16.

If convicted on the mur-
der charge, Roeder faces
a mandatory life sentence
and would not be eligible for
parole for at least 25 years.

Roeder is accused of
shooting Tiller on Sunday at
the doctor's Lutheran church
in Wichita. Roeder also was
charged with aggravated
assault for threatening peo-
ple who tried to stop him.

D-Day memorial
seeks new owner

BEDFORD, Va. — On the
eve of the 65th anniversary
of D-Day, the foundation
that runs the National D-Day
Memorial is on the brink of
financial ruin.

Donations are down, and
the primary base of sup-
port — World War Il veter-
ans — is dying off. Also, the
privately funded memorial
is struggling to draw visi-
tors because it's miles from
Richmond, the closest major
city.

The memorial's president,
William Mclntosh, said he
believes its only hope for
long-term survival is to be
taken over by the National
Park Service or by a univer-
sity.

The memorial opened in
2001 at a ceremony attend-
ed by President George W.
Bush. It was built in Bedford
because the community suf-
fered among the nation’s
highest per-capita losses on
D-Day.

Several thousand visitors
are expected at the memorial
Saturday to mark the anni-
versary.

Murder suspect
pleads not guilty

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A
Muslim convert who already
was under federal investi-
gation pleaded not guilty
Tuesday in an attack that
killed a young soldier at a
military recruiting center.

Abdulhakim Muhammad,
23, of Little Rock, was
charged in Monday's death
of Pvt. William Long, 23, of
Conway outside an Army-
Navy Career Center in a
west Little Rock shopping
center.

He pleaded not guilty to a
capital murder charge and is
being held without bail.

An FBl-led joint ter-
rorism task force based
in the southern United
States has been investigat-
ing Muhammad since he
returned to the United States
from Yemen, a law enforce-
ment official said. Assistant
U.S. Attorney Pat Harris said
no decision has been made
on whether to pursue federal
charges against Muhammad.

Licenses revoked
in cut corpse case

COLUMBIA, S.C. -
Authorities revoked the
licenses of the Cave Funeral
Home in Allendale, S.C., and
its director after he admitted
one of his employees cut the
legs of a 6-foot-7-inch man
without the family’s permis-
sion so the corpse would fit
in a casket.

The state Board of Funeral
Service voted unanimously
Monday to close Cave
Funeral Home and fined
funeral director Michael
Cave $500 and ordered him
to pay $1,500 for the inves-
tigation.

In an agreement with the
board, Cave said employees
never told James Hines’ fam-
ily that his body might not
fit in a standard casket. An
unlicensed worker, Charles
G. Cave, cut the legs with
an electric saw.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Obama must balance policy, profits

GM ownership raises
conflict-of-interest

concerns for government
By JIM KUHNHENN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — As majority stake-
holder in General Motors, the govern-
ment is straddling two responsibilities
that could be at odds: corporate owner-
ship and public policy making.

With a $50 billion investment in the
once dominant automaker, the ad-
ministration’s objective is to return the
company to profitability and recoup as
much of the bailout as possible.

But President Barack Obama also
has a policy agenda that includes creat-
ing jobs and a greener economy, goals
that may conflict with the bottom line.

What if reducing production of a fu-
el-efficient car at a time of low gas pric-
es would save GM money? What if it
were cheaper to close a plant and send
certain manufacturing jobs overseas?

Administration officials say that they
intend to maintain a virtual firewall be-
tween policy initiatives and Obama’s
task force that has been working with
GM and Chrysler to restructure.

“It was made very clear to us that an
exercise in which we try to accomplish
multiple policy objectives simultane-
ously was fraught with peril and would
very substantially reduce the chance
of success,” said Steven Rattner, one of
the top advisers on the auto task force.

The administration has already
walked that high wire. Two months ago,
in rejecting Chrysler’s and GM’s initial
restructuring plans, it said GM’s under-
performing dealers were a drag on the
company and that its plug-in Chevrolet

AssociaTED Press

Obama says GM's future is a top concern for administration.

Volt was too expensive.

GM weighed its corporate needs
against public policy needs after the
United Autoworkers and members of
Congress urged it to abandon plans to
build a small, fuel efficient car in China.

GM now says it will build the car in a
U.S. plant that was going to be idled.
Rattner said GM decided to build
the car in the United States rather than
China after negotiations with the union
made the project economically worth-

Boss: Astute at work, not home

Consultant says man
she married not
a Rockefeller after all

By DENISE LAVOIE
Associated Press

BOSTON — At work, Sandra Boss
was a dynamic, Harvard-educated
executive who made $2 million a year
and advised companies on complex
business strategies.

But at home, she was a “stupid”
wife who believed her husband’s fan-
tastic lies about his past and allowed
him to control almost every aspect of
her life, she testified Tuesday at her
ex-husband’s kidnapping trial.

“I'm not saying that I made a very
good choice of husband,” she said
of the man she knew as Clark Rock-
efeller. “It’s pretty obvious that I had
ablind spot.

“All I'm saying is that it’s possible
that one can be brilliant and amazing
in one area of one’s life and pretty stu-
pid in another,” she said.

Prosecutors say Rockefeller, whose
real name is Christian Karl Gerharts-
reiter, has used multiple aliases since
moving to the United States from
Germany in 1978. He is accused of
kidnapping their 7-year-old daugh-
ter, Reigh, during a supervised visit in
Boston last July after he lost custody
of the girl in their December 2007 di-
vorce.

His lawyers say he is mentally ill
with a delusional order and, there-
fore, is not criminally responsible for
his actions.

Prosecutors rested their case Tues-
day after calling their final witnesses,
including a Wisconsin woman who
said she agreed to marry Gerharts-
reiter in 1981 so he could get a green

’m not saying that | made a very good

Ichoice of husband. It’s pretty obvious
that | had a blind spot.

All ’'m saying is that it’s possible that one

can be brilliant and amazing in one area

of one’s life and pretty stupid in another.

—SANDRA BOSS

card and stay in the United States.
The defense is scheduled to begin its
case Wednesday.

During more than two hours of
cross-examination Tuesday, Boss, 42,
revealed stunning details about their
12-year marriage.

Gerhartsreiter's lawyer, Jeffrey
Denner, repeatedly pressed her on
how a sophisticated and intelligent
woman could believe her husband’s
stories and why she didn't leave him
earlier. Denner ticked off numerous
lies that Gerhartsreiter told her dur-
ing their 15-year relationship, includ-
ing:

e After suffering a childhood fall
that left him mute for about seven
years, he regained his speech after
seeing a dog and speaking the word,
“woofness.”

* He was left penniless after paying
$50 million to settle the debts of his
late father, in part to prevent creditors
from coming after Boss.

* He was part of the Trilateral Com-
mission, a nongovernmental discus-
sion group established in the 1970s
to foster cooperation between North
America, Western Europe and Pacific
Asia.

Boss said she knew her husband
lied “to make people think that he

Presidential choppers

KIMBERLY HEFLING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Once the effort
toreplace the president’s aging fleet of
helicopters became the poster child
for government waste, it didn't take
long for the multibillion-dollar pro-
gram to hit the chopping block. Even
so, the cost to taxpayers could just be
starting.

Already $3.2 billion has been spent
on the new helicopters with an esti-
mated $10 billion to go.

The helicopter that carries the
president is designated Marine One.
President George W. Bush ordered a
replacement fleet when security con-
cerns heightened after Sept. 11, 2001.

Demands such as making the heli-
copters capable of functioning after a
nuclear attack but gentle to the White
House foliage helped put developing
the aircraft six years behind schedule
and doubled the estimated price tag
to $13 billion.

Talk of scrapping the building plan
surfaced at a White House fiscal sum-
mit in February. Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., put President Barack Obama
on the spot about the program’s cost
overruns. Obama concurred and

called the program an example of fed-
eral contracting run amok.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates
agreed, and the military in May halted
production at Lockheed Martin in
Owego, N.Y. That order was made fi-
nal Monday.

However, some members of Con-
gress vow to keep the program go-
ing and say it will cost $555 million
in early termination fees to drop the
program.

The Navy is developing options for
another run at a new helicopter fleet,
while figuring out what to do with the
nine aircraft already delivered to the
Navy under the aborted contract.

The New York lawmakers want to
abandon plans for more sophisticat-
ed helicopters and churn out 19 basic
models, which they say can be done
for the originally budgeted $6 billion.

The issue likely will come up
Wednesday at a House defense ap-
propriations subcommittee hearing.
Earlier, subcommittee chairman Rep.
John Murtha, D-Pa., asked Gates if it
might be more expensive than esti-
mated to keep the fleet airborne.

“I've never seen an estimate yet that
didn’t cost a lot more,” Murtha said.

was more important than he was,”
but she did not realize the extent of
his deception until hiring a private
investigator during their divorce.

In testimony Monday, Boss said the
man she knew as Clark Rockefeller
wooed her with his intelligence and
charm, but became angry and con-
trolling after they married in 1995.

Denner pressed her to explain
why she didn't try to verify any of
the claims he made about his past.
She acknowledged that she never
saw him with any form of identifica-
tion and the only corroboration she
had for his claim that he was related
to the famous Rockefeller clan was a
book he said had been signed by Da-
vid Rockefeller.

Boss said they had marital difficul-
ties from the beginning, but she was
afraid to leave because he became
angry.

Also testifying Tuesday was Ger-
hartsreiter’s first wife, Amy Jersild-
Duhnke. The Milwaukee woman said
she agreed to marry Gerhartsreiter in
1981.

She said a couple of weeks after
they married, she went to a federal
courthouse with him to sign immi-
gration documents. She said she nev-
er heard from him again.

while. But it probably didn't hurt to
make a nod to domestic manufactur-
ing at a time when the auto industry is
swallowing thousands of job losses.

“Clearly they have several goals,”
said Marina Whitman, a business pro-
fessor at the University of Michigan
and a former executive at GM. “They
want GM to be viable and profitable.
They want it to have a greener mix of
cars than they are making now. And
they are inevitably sensitive to the ar-
guments of the Congress that, by golly,
there are $50 billion of the taxpayers’
money (in GM) they shouldn’t be sub-
sidizing jobs somewhere else.”

The president and members of his
auto task force have said operating
decisions will be left to GM’s manage-
ment and that the administration will
exercise its ownership rights only on
fundamental decisions such as the se-
lection of a board of directors and on
any potential acquisition or merger.

But though none of the directors
would be government employees, the
government will have a hand in their
selection. That opens the door to ques-
tions about the directors’ loyalties.

What'’s more, even if Obama doesn’t
want to intervene in management de-
cisions, Congress has shown that it will
use its legislative powers to inject the
government into issues such as execu-
tive compensation.

Car dealers are often prominent em-
ployers in their communities with sig-
nificant political clout.

Under the GM and Chrysler restruc-
turing plans approved by the adminis-
tration, thousands of dealerships have
been singled out for closure.

Lawmakers say they do not intend to
micromanage, but reserve the right to
question corporate managers.

Sotomayor
addresses bias
accusations

JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Judge Sonia So-
tomayor on Tuesday countered Re-
publican charges that she would let
her background dictate her rulings as
Americans signaled a favorable firstim-
pression of President Barack Obama’s
first Supreme Court choice.

Anew Associated Press-GfK poll sug-
gested that a third of Americans have a
favorable view of her.

As Sotomayor made
her Senate debut with
aseries of private meet-
ings, Republicans said
they would prefer hold-
ing hearings on her
nomination in Septem-
ber, which could cloud
a summertime confir-
mation.

Sotomayor, who
would be the high court’s first Hispanic
and its third woman, told senators she
would follow the law as a judge without
letting her life experiences inappropri-
ately influence her decisions.

Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen.
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., asked her what
she meant by a 2001 comment — call-
ing her decisions as a “wise Latina” bet-
ter than those of a white male without
the same experiences — and said the
judge told him: “Of course one’s life ex-
perience shapes who you are, but ... as
ajudge, you follow the law.”

Democrats hold 59 votes in the Sen-
ate — enough to win Sotomayor’s con-
firmation — but short of the 60 it would
take to advance the nomination should
Republicans try to block it.

Sotomayor

could cost $13 billion

CHARLES DHARAPAK / AsSOCIATED PRESS

If Congress has its way, President Obama might be stepping off a more costly

helicopter in the future.



Page 4 — NIUTIWEST JOURVALIST

TEXAS—REGIONAL NEWS

Wednesday, June 3, 2009

Colombian terrorist receives prison sentence

JUAN A.LOZANO
Associated Press

HOUSTON — An apolo-
getic member of a Colombian
right-wing paramilitary group
was sentenced to 7 1/2 years
in prison Tuesday for trying to
acquire anti-aircraft missiles,
grenade launchers and other
powerful weapons for $25 mil-
lion worth of cocaine.

Diego Alberto Ruiz Arroyave
pleaded guilty in October to
conspiring to provide material
support and resources to the
United Self-Defense Forces of
Colombia, known as AUC, its
Spanish initials. The U.S. gov-
ernment designated the group
aforeign terrorist organization.

“In my prayers, I thank God
... for the courage he has given
me to make reparations for

the damage I have done in my
life,” Ruiz read in Spanish from
a statement.

His wife, who had come
from Colombia, sat in the
courtroom.

Under sentencing guide-
lines, U.S. District Judge David
Hittner could have given Ruiz
a prison term of more than
27 years, but he agreed to a
request from prosecutor Jeff
Vaden to reduce the sentence
because of Ruiz’s cooperation
with U.S. and Colombian au-
thorities.

Erik Sunde, Ruiz’s attorney,
said his client was not a com-
batant in the AUC.

Sunde described him as
more of a “go-fer” for his
cousin, Miguel Arroyave, who
was the leader of the Centaurs

Bloc, one of the AUC’s biggest
factions.

Ruiz has helped demobilize
paramilitary fighters as part
of a peace effort in Colombia,
even after his cousin was killed
in 2004 in the middle of peace
talks with the Colombian gov-
ernment, Sunde said.

Ruiz was one of 14 Colom-
bian paramilitary members
extradited to the United States
in May 2008 to face charges
of supporting a terrorist orga-
nization and drug trafficking.
Since then, three other mem-
bers have been extradited to
the U.S.

The case against Ruiz
stemmed from a 2004 indict-
ment that accused him of par-
ticipating in a scheme to ac-
quire the Russian and Eastern

has given me to make reparations for the dam-

In my prayers, | thank God ... for the courage he

age | have done in my life.
— DIEGO ALBERTO RUIZ ARROYAVE,
Colombian terrorist convicted
of trading drugs for weapons

European-made weapons for
the AUC.

The weapons included
shoulder-fired  anti-aircraft
missiles, rocket-propelled gre-
nade launchers and AK-47 as-
sault weapons. The AUC never
got any weapons.

Prosecutors say that for a lit-
tle more than a year from 2001
to 2002, those who took part
in the scheme met in Hous-

ton; Mexico City; London; and
other locations with an under-
cover police officer and an FBI
confidential informant.

The AUC was formed in
the 1980s to defend wealthy
ranchers from leftist guerril-
las.

But the vigilante force
quickly turned into one of
Colombia’s biggest drug-traf-
ficking organizations.

Mavra BELTRAN / HousTON CHRONICLE

Samuel Kent, a federal judge, and his wife walk away from Bob Casey Federal prison on June 15 but will collect his $169,000 salary until next year. Kent
Courthouse in Houston on Monday. Kent, who was sentenced to nearly three decided to delay his resignation so his wife could continue receiving medical
years in prison for lying about groping two female employees, will report to benefits, his lawyer said.

Judge will collect salary in prison

Kent to leave bench

ayear into sentence
JUAN A. LOZANO

Associated Press

HOUSTON — A convicted
federal judge told the presi-
dent Tuesday he would resign
from the bench in June 2010,
nearly a year after he begins
serving prison time for lying
about the sexual abuse of two
assistants.

U.S. District Judge Samuel
Kent would draw a full salary
of $169,000 a year and ben-
efits until the resignation takes
effect, said his lawyer, Dick
DeGuerin.

Kent decided on the delay so
his wife could retain her medi-
cal benefits, DeGuerin said.

“His wife will be destitute
unless he receives his benefits
for that year,” DeGuerin said.
“She will be without any kind
of medical insurance. His wife
had abrain tumor recently and
other serious medical prob-
lems.”

The resignation was sub-
mitted a week after denial of
Kent’s request to retire on dis-
ability due to depression —
which would have meant full
salary for the rest of his life. By
resigning, he gets nothing after
next year.

DeGuerin said Kent, 59, is

resigning to try to avoid the
“spectacle” of an impeach-
ment process by Congress.
The House Judiciary Commit-
tee has scheduled a hearing on
the matter for Wednesday.
“Tudge Kent’s own actions
continue to prove that he is
unworthy of public service,”
said Rep. Lamar Smith, the
ranking Republican on the
committee. “This is an outra-
geous abuse of authority and
defies the very principles of
justice Judge Kent swore to up-
hold. Ensuring that a corrupt
judge does not receive another
penny of taxpayer dollars is
one of the most important jobs
for this Congress and a priority

for the Judiciary Committee.”

Last month, Kent was sen-
tenced to 33 months in prison,
fined $1,000 and ordered to
pay $6,550 in restitution to his
former secretary and his case
manager, whose complaints
resulted in the first sex abuse
case against a sitting federal
judge.

Kent is set to report to prison
June 15. A decision by the U.S.
Bureau of Prisons on where he
will serve his sentence has not
been announced. He also was
ordered to participate in an
alcohol-abuse program while
in prison.

AtKent’s sentencing, the two
women said they came to work

scared of the judge because he
put them through repeated
and humiliating sexual abuse
at the federal courthouse in
Galveston, where Kent had
been the lone jurist before be-
ing transferred to Houston.

As part of the plea deal, Kent
admitted he tried to force his
former case manager into un-
wanted sex acts in August 2003
and March 2007 and did the
same with his secretary from
2004 through at least 2005.

DeGuerin said it would also
probably take a year for the
impeachment process to be
completed in Congress.

“With him resigning, it's not
necessary,” he said.

Scientists predict mild hurricane season

ASSOCIATED PRESS

A satellite image from Thursday shows widespread cloud
coverage over the U.S. as several weather disturbances
cause unsettling weather activity. A team from Colorado
State University is predicting fewer hurricanes this upcoming
season, a shift from the last few years in which hurricanes
have hit Texas, Lousiana and other Gulf Coast states.

ERNEST SCHEYDER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The chance of
a severe 2009 hurricane season
continues to fade, according to
the most recent forecasts, a po-
tential break from recent years
when violent storms smashed
in the Gulf Coast and sent en-
ergy prices spiking.

Even if a storm does hit the
nation’s energy complex, which
runs from the deepwater drill-
ing platforms in the Gulf to
facilities along the shores of
Texas and Louisiana, energy
experts say falling demand and
excess capacity likely would
mean fuel supplies will not be
seriously disrupted.

Colorado State University on
Tuesday trimmed its hurricane
prediction from six to five, and
the number of named storms
from 12 to 11.

The team at Colorado State
is headed by William Gray, who
pioneered the field of storm

season forecasts.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
said late last month that the
2009 Atlantic hurricane season,
which began Monday, should
be near-normal, with a good
chance of four to seven hur-
ricanes. One to three of those
storms could be major, NOAA
said.

Predicting hurricanes is
tricky, however. In 1989, Gray
forecast a relatively mild hur-
ricane season. That year, seven
hurricanes and four tropical
storms killed 84 people in the
U.S. In 2005, Gray’s team fore-
cast eight hurricanes. There
were 15 hurricanes, including
Katrina and Rita.

The two seasons after Ka-
trina were mild, despite fore-
casts for more violent weather.

Last year, hurricanes Gus-
tav and Ike — both category
four storms — destroyed 60
oil and gas platforms in the

Gulf of Mexico and disrupted
fuel supplies to much of the
Southeast.

The damage to major utili-
ties from Texas to New England
was severe, however, knocking
out power to millions.

Utilities spent billions clean-
ing up.

This year, even if a hurricane
knocked out refineries along
the northern Texas coast, which
account for about 20 percent of
U.S. gas production, refiner-
ies in Louisiana and elsewhere
likely would pick up the slack.

That is not to say prices
would not rise in anticipation
of a storm. The price of crude
has jumped nearly $20 over the
past month and on Tuesday
passed $69 per barrel for the
first time since early Novem-
ber.

Energy markets can trade on
anticipation of a direct hit, and
prices can rise even before a
storm enters the Gulf.

TEXAS

Swine flu
suspected
at school

MESQUITE — Dallas
County health officials are
looking into whether some
of the more than 100 stu-
dents who missed classes
at a North Texas elementary
school have swine flu.

Fewer than 36 students
were out sick Friday, but 114
missed classes Monday at
Range Elementary due to an
illness, The Dallas Morning
News reported.

Dallas County health
officials said they have not
determined what caused the
students’ illnesses and said
at least two students are
confirmed to have a strain of
Type A influenza. Health offi-
cials suspect the two cases
might be swine flu.

Fever, cough and other
flulike symptoms have been
reported among some of
the students. Other illnesses
include strep throat.

School officials sent a
note Friday asking parents to
keep sick children at home
and sent a follow-up letter
Monday.

Alcohol might be
factor in crash

DALLAS - It was a late-
night motorist’s worst night-
mare come true.

Investigators suspect
alcohol was a factor in an
overnight head-on collision
between a car and a sport-
utility vehicle on the Dallas
North Tollway late Monday.
Investigators say 28-year-old
Jenny Hall of Dallas was driv-
ing the SUV north in the toll-
way's southbound lanes for
four miles before it slammed
into the car near the Walnut
Hill Lane exit.

Both vehicles burst into
flames.

The Dallas County medi-
cal examiner's office says
Hall and the driver of the car,
Carl Thomas Lotspeich of
Addison, were both killed.

The wrong-way SUV also
forced other motorists to
veer away to avoid collisions.
One driver who veered into a
concrete barrier was unhurt.

Machete attacker
called ‘troubled’

DANVILLE, lll. = An lllinois
State Police report portrays
a former medical student
who was fatally shot by offi-
cers after he charged them
with a machete as a solitary,
troubled man with mental
health issues.

Vermilion County prosecu-
tors released the 320-page
report Monday. It says
23-year-old Oluwatofunmi
Kaiyewu was experiencing
hallucinations and episodes
of paranoia when he led
state police on a three-coun-
ty car chase through central
lllinois on April 6.

The report says officers
disabled Kaiyewu's car and
when he emerged, he was
gripping a machete. It says
he didn't blink as he told offi-
cers to shoot.

The Missouri City,

Texas, native was taking
courses in Carbondale, IIl..
Administrators said Kaiyewu
was often absent from his
courses.

No clues found
in UFO search

LIBERTY — Law officers
in Liberty County found
no evidence of a “strange
object” flying about 150
feet beneath a Continental
Express plane.

Sheriff's Department Cpl.
Hugh Bishop says deputies
looked for a possible launch
or landing site.

Kristy Nicholas, a spokes-
woman for ExpressJet
Airlines, says the pilot of
the Embraer 145 told flight
controllers that the “strange
object” he saw never
showed up on his radar
Friday night.

Nicholas says the plane,
with 23 passengers and
three crewmembers, had just
passed 11,000 feet, going
to 16,000 feet.

Flight 2822 from
Houston's Bush
Intercontinental Airport con-
tinued safely on to South
Carolina and Greenville-
Spartanburg International
Airport.

—ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Suicide
suspected
at Gitmo

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
— A Yemeni detainee at
Guantanamo Bay has died
of an “apparent suicide,’ U.S.
military officials announced
Tuesday.

The Joint Task Force that
runs the U.S. prison in Cuba
said guards found 31-year-
old Muhammad Ahmad
Abdallah Salih unresponsive
and not breathing in his cell
Monday night.

In a statement issued
from Miami, the U.S. military
said the detainee was pro-
nounced dead by a doctor
after “extensive lifesaving
measures had been exhaust-
ed’

The prisoner, known
as Al-Hanashi, has been
held without charge at
Guantanamo since February
2002.

His death is the fourth
apparent suicide at
Guantanamo.

Iraqi murderer
gets life in prison

BAGHDAD - An Iraqi
court Tuesday convicted a
Sunni architect in the 2004
kidnap-slaying of British aid
worker Margaret Hassan and
sentenced him to life in pris-
on. Her family appealed for
him to reveal where her body
is buried so her remains can
be returned to Britain.

The Irish-born Hassan,
who was married to an Iraqi
and had lived for 30 years in
Irag, was among the highest-
profile figures to fall victim to
the wave of kidnappings in
the early years of the war.

She was seized in
October 2004 on her way to
work in Baghdad, where she
served as director of CARE
International in Iraq.

A panel handed down the
sentence against Ali Lutfi
al-Rawi, 36, after a one-day
trial in Baghdad, convicting
him of kidnapping, murder
and extortion.

Expense scandal
embarrasses UK

LONDON - A scandal
over lawmakers' expenses
threatened to overwhelm
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown’s government
Tuesday, as his minister for
security and police prepared
to quit and the future of sev-
eral other senior figures was
in doubt.

Brown is coping with a
raft of resignations after
embarrassing details of
lawmakers' expenses leaked
out, and he is expected to
fire some senior ministers in
response to public anger.

Lawmakers from all parties
have expensed items ranging
from cookies and cushions
to horse manure, swimming
pool repairs and bogus
home loan payments, outrag-
ing Britons suffering through
a deep recession and soar-
ing unemployment.

The expense scandal
threatens to sweep a host
of veterans out of Brown's
Cabinet before a national
election that must be held by
June 2010.

Drug fight aims
at corrupt police

MEXICO CITY — At least
25 police officers were
detained in northern Mexico
on Monday for alleged ties
to drug traffickers, authorities
said.

It was Mexico's latest
sweep to root out corruption
among police and govern-
ment officials, which has
been a major impediment to
President Felipe Calderon's
battle against drug cartels.

Soldiers and state and
federal agents detained
the local police officers for
questioning after soldiers
found evidence linking them
to drug dealers who were
arrested last month, the
Nuevo Leon state govern-
ment said in a statement. It
did not give details on the
evidence or say how many
police were arrested.

A state public security
official said 25 officers were
detained at police head-
quarters in the cities of
Monterrey, San Nicolas de
los Garza, Apodaca and the
state public security offices.
The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he
was not authorized to speak
about the investigation.

Kim’s son might be next leader

Little is known about
possible N. Korean pick

JEAN H. LEE
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — One photo
shows a chubby boy with an imp-
ish grin. Former classmates at a Swiss
boarding school describe a shy student
who loved basketball and Jean-Claude
Van Damme. Recent reports describe
him as overweight and a heavy drinker.

Now 26, Kim Jong Un reportedly has
been tapped to become the next leader

of nuclear-armed North Korea.

The youngest son of Kim Jong I, he
appears to have led a cloistered life,

kept out of the limelight.

nuclear defiance.

But he’s already being hailed as “our
Commander Kim,” and North Koreans
are learning the lyrics to a song prais-
ing him as the next leader of the world’s
first communist dynasty, South Korea’s
Dong-a Ilbo newspaper said Tuesday.

South Korea’s spy agency told law-
makers the Pyongyang regime has
begun “pledging its allegiance to Kim
Jong Un,” legislator Park Jie-won said.

The apparent anointment comes at a
time of mounting tensions over a May
25 nuclear test and North Korea’s April
5 rocket launch. Global powers are dis-
cussing how to rein in Pyongyang for its

Kim is believed to want to name a
successor by 2012, the centenary of the
birth of his father, North Korea’s found-

Kim Jong |l

noted the 150-day campaign is set to
culminate in October. He said North
Korea could hold a convention then to
formally announce Kim’s successor.

In the 1970s, Kim Il Sung arranged
for his son to take credit for a “70-day
battle” before he was tapped as his fa-
ther’s successor, Cheong said. Kim Jong

er, Kim Il Sung.

The regime stepped
up the pace last month,
launching a “150-day
battle” wurging North
Koreans to work to

build the country’s
economy.
Analyst Cheong

Seong-chang of the Se-
jong Institute think tank

A U.S. soldier carries a bed frame in Camp Carver on the out-

Hapi Mizean / AssoclaTep Press

house thousands of troops displaced by a June deadline to

skirts of Madain, about 15 miles southeast of Baghdad. The withdraw from Iraq’s major cities. The Americans have already
U.S. military is expanding some bases and building others to closed or handed over 60 bases since the beginning of 2009.

US military to get new bases

CHELSEA J. CARTER
Associated Press

CAMP CARVER, Iraq — The
U.S. military is expanding
some rural bases and build-
ing others to house thousands
of troops displaced by a June
deadline to withdraw from
Irag’s major cities.

With continual power out-
ages pushing temperatures
well above 100 degrees, that
can't come soon enough for
some soldiers living in swel-
tering tents at Camp Carver
in the small town of Madain,
about 15 miles southeast of
the capital.

“Can’t wait,” said Spc. Oscar
Garza, 20, of Port Lavaca, Tex-
as, as he carted his bed frame
to newly constructed plywood
houses with air conditioners
elsewhere on the U.S. base.

The Americans have already
closed or handed over 60 ur-

ban bases since the beginning
of the year, with more than 50
others tentatively scheduled to
be closed or returned to Iraqi
control by the end of June, said
Lt. Col. Brian Maka, a military
spokesman.

Many of the troops have
been transferred to temporary
housing on bases just outside
cities. They still go into urban
areas to support Iraqi security
forces but don’t sleep there.

A tent city has popped up at
Camp Carver, where the popu-
lation has more than doubled
in recent weeks with the influx
of troops from Baghdad, said
Lt. Col. Greg Parker, chief of
staff for the 225th Brigade. The
military would not release ex-
act figures, citing security.

Parker, who has been over-
seeing the expansion at Carv-
er, said engineers have been
building housing and fortify-

China limits access
to networking sites

CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
Associated Press

BEIJING — Ahead of the
20th anniversary of the bloody
crackdown on Tiananmen
Square this week, Chinese
authorities have rounded up
dissidents and shipped them
out of town. Now, authorities
have even shut down Twitter.

Along with their wusual
methods of muzzling dissent,
the authorities extended their
efforts Tuesday to silence
social networking sites that
might foster discussion of
any commemoration of the
events of June 3-4, 1989.

“There has been a really in-
tensified clampdown on qua-
si-public discussion of aware-
ness of this event,” said Xiao
Qiang, adjunct professor at the
University of California-Berke-
ley, and director of the school’s
China Internet Project.

“It's a discussion about
where Chinais now and where
China can go from here. So
the authorities are making
a major crackdown to block
user-generated sites such as
Twitter and show there is no
right to public discussion,” he
said.

China has the world’s larg-

est online population, and
Internet communities have
proven increasingly influ-
ential in spreading word of
events to everything from stu-
dent protests to group shop-
ping excursions.

Government Internet mon-
itors have shut down message
boards on more than 6,000
Web sites affiliated with col-
leges and universities, appar-
ently to head off talk about the
1989 events, according to the
Hong Kong-based Informa-
tion Center for Human Rights
and Democracy.

Numerous blogs main-
tained by edgy government
critics such as avant-garde
artist Ai Weiwei have been
blocked and the text-messag-
ing service Twitter and photo-
sharing site Flickr could not
be accessed within China on
Tuesday.

Video-sharing site YouTube
has been blocked within Chi-
na since March.

China has never allowed
an independent investigation
into the military’s crushing of
the 1989 protests, in which
possibly thousands of stu-
dents, activists and ordinary
citizens were killed.

Iraqgi combat pullout

v President Barack Obama
plans to withdraw all
combat troops by Aug. 31,
2010, leaving 30,000 to
50,000 troops to train and
advise Iraqg’s forces. Those
remaining would withdraw
by the end of 2011.

v/ American troops are
required to withdraw from
cities by the end of June.

ing the base since early May.
“This should all be com-
pleted well before the June 30

deadline,” said Parker, 42, of

Gonzales, La.

Spc. Zachary Kyser, 25, of
Atlanta, said better housing

means more effective soldiers.
Under the security agree-

ment that took effect Jan. 1,
American troops are required
to withdraw from cities by
the end of June and leave Iraq
completely by the end of 2011.

The U.S. military would not
say how many bases are be-
ing constructed, but they are
thought to be on the outskirts
of Baghdad and other big cit-
ies.

Army Maj. Gen. David Per-
kins said there are no plans
to close Camp Victory, which
houses more than 20,000
troops, and two other smaller
bases within Baghdad. Large
Marine bases in western An-
bar province on the outskirts
of Ramadi and Taqgadum,
outside of Fallujah, will also
remain.

In northern Iraq, the main
U.S. air base at Balad and the
logistics base on the outskirts
at Taji also will stay.

Il formally assumed leadership upon
his father’s death in 1994.

Kim JongI's eldest son Jong Nam, 38,
was considered the favorite to succeed
his father until he was caught trying to
enter Japan on a fake passport in 2001,
reportedly to visit the Disney resort.

Jong Un reportedly is the only son
with a military background, said Paik
Hak-soon of the Sejong Institute.

His uncle, Jang Song Thaek, a mem-
ber of the all-powerful National De-
fense Commission, will likely guide and
advise him, he said.

Little is known about Kim Jong Un.

The one photo purportedly showing
him as a boy cannot be verified, and
there are no known images of Jong Un
as an adult.

Accused
terrorist
leader

released

India, Pakistan
tensions fueled

ROHAN SULLIVAN
Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
The founder of the group
India blames for last year’s
Mumbai siege was ordered
freed in a court ruling Tues-
day that raised tensions be-
tween the nuclear-armed
neighbors.

The ruling to end the six-
month house arrest of Hafiz
Mohammed Saeed comes at
a time when Western allies
would prefer that Pakistan
focus on dislodging Taliban
militants in the border re-
gion with Afghanistan rather
than its rivalry with India.

It also comes as Richard
Holbrooke, President Barack
Obama’s special envoy to
Pakistan and Afghanistan,
is due in Islamabad on
Wednesday for talks on the
military offensive to drive
Taliban militants from the
Swat Valley region.

A High Court panel ruled
that Saeed, an Islamic cleric
detained since a December
crackdown, could be held
no longer because there was
no evidence against him, his
lawyer told reporters.

Saeed is the chief of Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa, an organi-
zation he says is a charity.
The United Nations has des-
ignated the group a front for
Lashkar-e-Taiba and says it
is a terrorist group.

India accuses Lashkar of
sending the teams of gun-
men that rampaged through
Mumbai in an attack on ho-
tels, a busy train station and
other sites. The three-day
siege left 166 people dead.

Pakistan banned Lashkar
during a crackdown on mili-
tant groups after the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks.

Rick RYCROFT / AssoCIATED PRESS

Police wait to arrest skyscraper climber Alain Robert, who
says he suffers from vertigo despite his hobby.

Police arrest
‘Spiderman’
in Australia

SYDNEY — A French
skyscraper climber nick-
named “Spiderman” was

arrested Tuesday after scal-
ing a 41-story building in
downtown Sydney with his
bare hands, stopping traffic
on the busy street below as
spectators and safety offi-
cials gathered.

About 200 people gath-
ered to watch as Alain Rob-
ert, known for scaling some
of the worlds tallest and
best-known buildings with-
out ropes or other equip-
ment, climbed to the top of
the Royal Bank of Scotland
Tower.

Police closed a section of
the busy street below, caus-
ing gridlock. The crowd
cheered as Robert reached
the top. He then climbed
back down, where waiting
officers arrested him.

The  46-year-old has
climbed more than 70 sky-
scrapers around the world,
including the Empire State
Building, the Sears Tower,
Taipei 101 and the Petronas
Towers in Kuala Lumpur, ac-
cording to his Web site.
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Camera to work as new Xbox controller

DERRIK J. LANG

AssoCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Gamers,
get ready for your close-up.

Microsoft introduced a pro-
totype camera Monday that
can be used as a controller
for the Xbox 360. Codenamed
“Project Natal,” the cam-
era eliminates the need for a
handheld input device — in-
stead, the gizmo can track a
player’s full body movement,
recognize their face and voice,
scan images of real items and
respond to both physical and
vocal commands.

Microsoft also debuted 10
exclusive new games and sev-
eral additions to the Xbox Live
online service at their Elec-

tronic Entertainment Expo
press conference at University
of Southern California’s Galen
Center.

Microsoft Senior Vice Presi-
dent Don Mattrick and Steven
Spielberg introduced “Project
Natal” to an eager crowd.

“Two months ago, Don
shared with me the ‘Natal’
experience, and the gamer
in me went out of my mind
when I got to be really interac-
tive with this,” said Spielberg,
a game developer as well as a
filmmaker.

During the press confer-
ence, “Project Natal” was
demonstrated with three pro-
totype programs: “Ricochet,”
a soccer-like game which re-
quired the player to use his

or her entire body to bounce
balls at targets; “Paint Party,”
an art-making program that
used the player’s body as the
brush; and “Milo,” a virtual
boy who communicated and
interacted with the player.

“This is all about breaking
down barriers the way only
Xbox 360 can,” Microsoft cor-
porate vice president Shane
Kim said before the confer-
ence. “For far too long, the
controller has kept people
from playing games.”

The “Project Natal” proto-
type device showcased at the
E3 news conference combines
a camera, depth sensor, mi-
crophone and processor run-
ning proprietary software. Kim
said that there was no date set

for when the device and ac-
companying software would
be available to the public.

Several announcements
were made about Xbox 360’s
other video capabilities, in-
cluding increased function-
ality with the Netflix online
service, streaming 1080p
high-definition video, live TV
in the United Kingdom via the
Sky network and the ability to
watch selected movies online
with friends with Xbox Live
Party.

For the Xbox Live online
service, Microsoft announced
the ability to access streaming
music service Last.fm as well
as the social networking sites
Facebook and Twitter begin-
ning this fall.

DamIAN DovARGANES / THE AssoCIATED PRess

Film director and game developer Steven Spielberg, who
was given advance access to the new Microsoft Xbox
Project Natal, a new interactive technology, appears at the
Microsoft Xbox 360 E3 news conference.

Classic game's
popularity as
high as ever

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
AsSOCIATED PRESS

ith its scratches and sticky brown
w beer stains, the Tetris arcade ma-

chine near the back of a Brook-
lyn bar called Barcade has seen better days.
Which makes sense, given that the machine
was made in the 1980s.

Even today, though, it’s not hard to find
20- and 30-somethings plucking away at its
ancient controls, flipping shapes made up
of four connected squares and fitting them
into orderly patterns as they descend, fast-
er and faster as the game goes on.

“You could just play infinitely,” said Mi-
chael Pierce, 28, who was playing against
Dan Rothfarb, also 28. Both have been fans
since they — and the game — were young.
Tetris has its 25th birthday this week.

Pierce recalls playing Tetris on a Nin-
tendo Game Boy that was on display in a
department store when his family couldn’t
afford the unit. Rothfarb played on his Nin-
tendo until the game wouldn'’t go any faster.

Completed by a Soviet programmer in
1984, Tetris has come a long way from its
square roots. It’s played by millions, not just
on computers and gaming consoles but
now on Facebook and the iPhone as well.

Tetris stands out as one of the rare cul-
tural products to come West from the So-
viet Union during the Cold War. And the
rhythm of its task-by-task race against time
was an early sign of our inbox-clearing,
Twitter-updating,  BlackBerry-thumbing
world to come.

In her book “Hamlet on the Holodeck,”
Georgia Tech professor Janet Murray called
Tetris the “perfect enactment of the over-
tasked lives of Americans.” The game, she
wrote, shows the “constant bombardment
of tasks that demand our attention and that
we must somehow fit into our overcrowded
schedules and clear off our desks in order
to make room for the next onslaught.”

Many people who grew up with Tetris
haven'’t stopped playing.

“I'd stay up, wait for my parents to go to
bed, smuggle my Nintendo into my bed-
room, hook it up to my television and play
this game until all hours of the morning,”
said John Clemente, another player at Bar-
cade. Tetris, he says, was the only game to
drive him “to the point of insanity.” As a
child, he once kicked his Nintendo across
the room.

“It was a very love-hate relationship,” he
said.

Tetris is easy to pick up. Rotate the falling
shapes so that you form full lines at the bot-
tom of the screen. Fit the shapes so there
are as few open spaces left as possible. Aim
for a tetris: four lines completed in one
swoop. Repeat. Watch your score zoom.

But Tetris is hard to master. Because the
shapes — technically known as tetromi-
noes — come in a random order, it is hard
to predict the best way to organize them so
that they can form neat rows.

In 2002, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology researchers determined that the
potential combinations of blocks are so
numerous that it would be impossible even
for a computer to calculate the best place
to put each falling shape. Erik Demaine,
an associate professor of computer sci-
ence, praised the game’s “mathematical
elegance,” which perhaps stems from the
background of its developer.

Alexey Pajitnov was 29 and working for

SHAPE NAMES

TETRIS SHAPES ARE NAMED FOR
THE LETTERS THEY REPRESENT
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the Moscow Acad-

emy of Sciences

when he complet-

ed Tetris on June 6,

1984, for a Soviet

computer system

called the Elektron-

ika. A computer

programmer by day

who researched ar-

tificial intelligence and automatic speech
recognition, Pajitnov worked on the game
in his spare time.

“All my life I liked puzzles, mathemati-
cal riddles and diversion,” Pajitnov said in
a recent interview from Moscow. Tetris, he
said, was just one of the games he made
back then. The others are mostly long for-
gotten.

Pajitnov’s creation spread in Moscow
through the small community of people
who had access to computers. Word fil-
tered through computer circles to the
West, where the game drew the inter-
est of entrepreneurs. A company called
Spectrum HoloByte managed to obtain
PC rights, but another, Mirrorsoft, also re-
leased a version. Years of legal wrangling
followed, with several companies claiming
pieces of the Tetris pie — for handheld sys-
tems, computers and arcades.

Complicating matters, the Soviet Union
prohibited privately held businesses. The
Soviet state held the Tetris licensing rights,
and Pajitnov had no claim to the profits.
He didn't fight it.

“Basically, at the moment I realized I
wanted this game to be published, I un-
derstood that Soviet power will either help
me or never let it happen,” he said.

It wasn't until 1996 that Pajitnov got li-
censing rights. Asked whether he made
enough money off the game to live com-
fortably, he says yes, but offers no more
details. Today, he is part owner of Tetris
Co., which manages the game’s licenses
worldwide.

Nintendo Co. was an early and big ben-
eficiary of the game, which stood out from
its mid-"80s peers because it had no char-
acters and no shooting.

When Nintendo was preparing to re-
lease its Game Boy device in 1989, the
company planned to include with it one
of the games that are also classics today:

RELATED LINKS

tetris.com - Official Tetris We site
tetrisfriends.com - Online Tetris game
zone.tetris.com - Game and information
tetrisconcept.com - Tetris forums, wikis and records
freetetris.org - Free flash-hased version
tetris1d.org - Satirical one-dimensional Tetris

TERMS

Tetrimino - a group of four
blocks (minos) joined together
to form one of seven shapes

TRIVIA

e The name “Tetris” was derived from the Greek numerical prefix meaning
“four”

o Tetris has heen played on everything from computers to graphing calculators
and the sides of buildings.

< A single line clear in the game is worth 100 points, while a back-fo-hack
Tetris is worth 1,200 points.

INTERVIEW WITH ALEXEY PAJITNOV ON WEB SITE FOR GAMING NETWORK G4
Line Clear - when a
horizontal line in the matrix is
filled and then cleared

Matrix - playfield on which
the game is played, 10 cells
wide and 20 cells high

Soft Drop - causes
tetrimino to drop at 20x the
normal speed

Ghost Piece - shows
where active tetrimino will
rest in current position

T-Spin - Rotating tetrimino
after it lands but before it
locks into place

Block Out - Game-over
situation in which stacks of
existing tetriminos prevent
new tetriminos from entering

T | M E |_ | N E game play on the matrix

1984

Russian scientist Alexey Pajitnov

develops the very first version of

Tetris in Moscow on an Electronica

LONETETRIS.COM/PAGE/MANUAL

1987

Tetris launches on PCs in North

America and Europe.

1988

Vlideo game designer and publisher Henk Rogers discovers Tetris at a Las Vegas trade show; his company releases
Tetris on the PG and NES in Japan.

1989

Nintendo’s Game Boy launches platform with Tetris.

1992

Scientific research suggests Tetris can make the brain operate more efficiently.
1996

The Tetris Company is formed and hecomes the exclusive source of all
licenses to Tetris.

The Tetris Guidelines are created to establish consistency and quality
standards for Tetris.

2000

G-mode publishes Tetris on mobile phones in Japan. Tetris goes on to
hecome the No. 1 mobile-phone game in the Japanese market.

2006

Tetris for the iPod is launched and instantly becomes Apple’s No. 1 down-
[oaded game.

2007

Alexey Pajitnov receives the First Penguin Award at the Game Developers
Gonference.

2008

A study by Emily Holmes, Ph.D., of Oxford suggests that Tetris may help treat
patients with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

2009

Guinness World Records Gamer’s Edition ranks Tetris No. 2 on the “Top 50

Gonsole Games of All Time.”
WWW.TETRIS.COM

“Super Mario,” “Donkey Kong” and “Zelda.”
But Nintendo wanted something every-
one would play — a “perfect killer game”
that would sell the Game Boy, said Minoru
Arakawa, Nintendo of America’s president
from 1980 to 2002.

The solution was Tetris — though Nin-
tendo needed help from Henk Rogers, a
U.S. entrepreneur.

Rogers had spotted Tetris at the Interna-
tional Consumer Electronics Show in Las
Vegas and bought the rights to a PC version
of the game in Japan from Spectrum Holo-
Byte. In February 1989, he went to Moscow
on a tourist visa to try to get the rights for
Nintendo. He spent his first day in a taxi
with a driver who didn't speak English,

TETRIS

TURNS 205

communicating by gestures and trying in
vain to find the ministry of software and
hardware export. The next morning, he
hired an interpreter and things went more
smoothly, and Tetris got bundled into the
first Game Boy.

Since then, Tetris has expanded to all
kinds of devices and inspired a generation
of knockoffs. Tetris Co. says 125 million cop-
ies have been sold in various incarnations.

Pajitnov says Tetris could stick around
another quarter-century.

“I hope so, why not?” he said. “Technol-
ogy changes a lot, but I can't say people
change a lot.”

Associated Press Writer Mark Lennihan
contributed to this report.
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Lawyer
seeks Bush
testimony

in dispute

JEFF CARLTON
Associated Press

DALLAS — A Texan is trying to put a for-
mer president under oath to discover what he
knew and when he knew it.

But the issue isn’t national security, political
skulduggery or a sex scandal. It's a property
dispute involving George W. Bush’s presiden-
tial library at Southern Methodist University.

Gary Vodicka, a lawyer who was forced out
of his condominium by SMU
to make way for the project,
contends the university cov-
eted the property as the fu-
ture site of the library and lied
about its intentions.

On April 17, a Texas district
judge ordered the former presi-
dent to appear at a deposition.
The order has been stayed
pending an appeal, but if it
stands, it could be historic: No
sitting or former president ever has been forced
to testify in a state court proceeding, according
to John Martin, one of Bush's attorneys.

However, Martin and an SMU attorney ex-
pressed confidence the order would be over-
turned.

The lawsuit centers on SMU’s acquisition
of University Gardens, a 40-year-old condo-
minium complex across the street from the
university.

The two sides disagree on whether the
school breached its legal duty to the owners
after purchasing a majority of units by letting
the place fall into disrepair so it could be torn
down.

Vodicka, who is representing himself, al-
leges SMU officials began angling for the pres-
idential library as far back as 1998, when Bush
was governor of Texas. He says the school
acquired the condo property with the library
project in mind.

Mark Lanier, a lawyer for SMU, scoffed at
the accusation and the accuser, saying that
Vodicka, “bless his heart, is a man of many
suits.” Vodicka, an SMU law school graduate
who would not disclose his political affilia-
tion, has been a party to more than a dozen
lawsuits in Dallas County alone.

“It's not some big conspiracy,” Lanier said.
“There was no crystal ball-gazing that Bush
would be elected and ultimately after eight
years would give his library to SMU and we
would need that property. That was not a con-
sideration.”

Vodicka

Timeline of Bush library dispute

1998: SMU began buying units in University
Gardens, a 40-year-old, 347-unit complex im-
mediately north of Park Cities Plaza.

The school bought enough units to gain a ma-
jority of seats on the board of the homeowners
association, which were filled with SMU em-
ployees and others affiliated with the school
who did not own units or live at the complex.
2006: Citing problems with asbestos, the roof,
mold and sewer lines, the school bulldozed the
condos.

2010: Deadline by which officials say they
hope to break ground on the library.
2013: Projected opening date
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State Legislature OKs
gay marriage in N.H.

NORMAILOVE
Associated Press
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Bin Laden tape airs as Obama visits

Israeli protesters demonstrate against U.S. President Barack Obama in

TarA TobrRAS-WHITEHILL / AssOCIATED PREsS

recognizing the Palestinians’ right to a state of their own and halting

Jerusalem on Wednesday. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu settlement expansion in the West Bank. Obama visited the Mideast to
is under heavy U.S. pressure to get peacemaking back on track by alleviate hostility toward the U.S.

President aims to alleviate
unease between US, Mideast
JENNIFER LOVEN

Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Opening a mis-
sion to write a new chapter on Islam and the
West, President Barack Obama consulted
Wednesday with the Saudi king “in the place
where Islam began,” prelude to a high-stakes
speech in Egypt meant to ease long-held
Muslim grievances against the United States.

The son of a Kenyan Muslim who lived
part of his childhood in Muslim-majority In-
donesia, Obama planned what aides called
a “truth-telling” address on Thursday, aimed
directly at the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims.
Many harbor animosity toward the U.S. over
its staunch support for Israel, its terrorist-
fighting policies, and the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Many Americans, likewise, formed
negative perceptions of the Muslim world af-
ter the 9/11 attacks.

In advance, Saudi King Abdullah staged a
lavish welcome after Obama’s all-night flight
to Riyadh.

“I thought it was very important to come to
the place where Islam began and to seek his
majesty’s counsel,” Obama said. The presi-
dent and the king talked in the splendor of
Abdullah’s sprawling retreat, a lush patch of
searing desert.

Birthplace of Islam, Saudi Arabia is still con-
sidered guardian of the faith as home to the
holy cities of Medina and Mecca. The Sunni
Arab powerhouse also sits on the world’s larg-
est oil reserves, buys billions in U.S. military
equipment and has cooperated extensively
with the U.S. on anti-terrorist operations.

As such, Obama’s goals of opening what
speechwriter Ben Rhodes called “a new chap-
ter between the United States and the Muslim
world” could hardly proceed without Saudi

Please see OBAMA, Page 2

Bin Laden: Obama
policy increased
hatred toward US

MAAMOUN YOUSSEF
Associated Press

CAIRO — Osama bin

Laden threatened Ameri-
cans in a new audio record-

friendship a great

blessing, and | am
very appreciative that
he would bestow this
honor on me during
this visit.

—BARACK OBAMA

Iconsider the king’s

ing aired Wednesday, saying
President Barack Obama
inflamed hatred toward the
U.S. by ordering Pakistan to
crack down on militants in
the Swat Valley and block Is-
lamic law there.

Bin Laden claimed U.S.
pressure led to a campaign
of “killing, fighting, bomb-
ing and destruction” that
prompted the exodus of a

et the American
L people be ready
to reap what the
White House leaders
have sown.
—0OSAMA BIN
LADEN

million Muslims from Swat

in Northwest Pakistan.

The message was broad-
cast for the first time on
pan-Arab Al-Jazeera Televi-
sion around the same time
Obama touched down in
Saudi Arabia at the start of
a Mideast visit. He is trying
to repair relations with the

Muslim world frayed under

edallions) are
only given to
the very few

riends of the king, and
(Obama is) certainly
one of those.
— ABDULLAH BIN
ABDUL AZIZ AL-SAUD

the previous Bush adminis-

his entire b- tration.
I|s ! ir prO_th “Elderly people, children
em began wi and women fled their homes

_aI'Qaida and its and lived in tents as refu-
assomatt_as and ev- gees after they have lived in
erybody in the world dignity in their homes,” bin

knows that. Laden said. “Let the Ameri-
— RICHARD can people be ready to reap
HOLBROOKE
Please see BIN LADEN,
Page 2
FAITH AND WORSHIP

In lean times,
church adopts

CONCORD, N.H. — New
Hampshire legislators approved
a measure Wednesday to make
the state the sixth to allow gay
marriage, and Democratic Gov.
John Iynch signed legislation
about an hour after the key vote
in the House.

He had promised a veto if
the law didn't clearly exempt
churches and religious groups
from officiating at gay marriages
or providing other services if
they so chose.

The Senate passed the mea-
sure Wednesday, and the House
— where the outcome was more

Dates of gay marriage
legalization in states

Massachusetts:
May 17, 2004

Connecticut:
Nov. 12, 2008

lowa: April 3, 2009
Vermont: April 7, 2009

California:
May 15 - Nov. 4, 2008

Maine: May 6, 2009

in doubt — followed later in the
day. The House gallery erupted

Please see N.H., Page 2

nomic times.

GARRY MITCHELL / AssOCIATED PREsS

Bay Community Church student pastor Josh Sullivan, left, and Jacob Parnell
pack supplies with church members May 26 in Malbis, Ala., for a mission trip

to Honduras. The church gave $50,000 to members to encourage outreach.

creative charity

GARRY MITCHELL
Associated Press

MALBIS, Ala. — Members of Bay Community
Church each were given envelopes stuffed with
cash. Inside was $20, $40 or $100, depending on
luck of the draw.

No ordinary handout, the $50,000 gesture was
billed as a “faith stimulus.” Church members
were told to spend it helping others, a novel ap-
proach to religious outreach during tough eco-

Amid the worst recession in generations, re-
ligious organizations are taking a variety of ap-
proaches to help struggling families and laid-

Please see RELIGION, Page 2
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Newt Gingrich

BIN LADEN:

Gingrich

JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich
said Wednesday he shouldn't
have called Supreme Court
nominee Sonia Sotomayor a
racist but said he was still con-
cerned that she would bring
bias to her decisions.

In a letter to supporters, the
Georgia Republican said his
words had been “perhaps too

Recording

similar to previous releases

—Continued from Page 1

what the White House leaders
have sown,” he added.

Pakistan launched in April
a military offensive to expel
the Taliban from Swat Valley
after the militants abandoned
a peace deal with the govern-
ment that gave them control
of the region.

The offensive, strongly
backed by Washington, is
seen as a test of Pakistan’s re-
solve against militants in the
northwestern border region
near Afghanistan. Pakistanis
tired of militant attacks in
the country that have killed
hundreds of civilians have
also supported the campaign.
But the fighting has uprooted
some 3 million people.

Richard Holbrooke, U.S. spe-
cial envoy to Afghanistan and
Pakistan, promptly dismissed
suggestions that anyone but
al-Qaida and the Taliban are
responsible for the refugee cri-
sis in Pakistan. He spoke dur-
ing a visit to Islamabad.

“This entire problem be-

gan with al-Qaida and its as-
sociates, and everybody in
the world knows that. It’s silly
indeed to respond to such a
ludicrous charge,” Holbrooke
said at a joint news confer-
ence with Pakistani President
Asif Ali Zardari.

Bin Laden focused en-
tirely on Pakistan in his latest
message, claiming the White
House paid Zardari to start
the crackdown.

Zardari “turned the army
from its main task of protect-
ing Islam, Muslims and their
land,” bin Laden said. He said
Zardari “betrayed the nation”
to “implement an American,
Jewish and Indian conspira-
cy” against Pakistan.

Al-Jazeera aired excerpts
of the recording and did not
say how it was obtained. The
authenticity of the recording
could not be verified.

A U.S. counterterrorism of-
ficial said this message recy-
cles themes from earlier mes-
sages and does not appear to
contain any specific or cred-
ible threat information.

OBAMA: Speech in Egypt
to focus on Mideast policies

—Continued from Page 1

support. Obama also came
asking for specific requests
of help from Abdullah on a
range of related issues, such
as peace between the long-
feuding Israelis and Palestin-
ians, Iran’s suspected efforts
to build a nuclear bomb,
rising Taliban extremism in
Pakistan and a destination for
some 100 Yemeni detainees
now in the U.S. at the Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, prison
camp.

Abdullah showered Obama
with compliments in the
welcoming ceremonies and
presented him with the King
Abdul Aziz Order of Merit, a
large medallion with a thick
gold chain that is the king-
dom’s highest honor.

“Those are only given to
the very few friends of the
king, and you are certainly
one of those,” Abdullah said.

Obama had pledged during
his presidential campaign to
deliver a major address from
an Islamic capital within 100
days of becoming president.
He did so with a speech to the
parliament in Turkey, a secu-
lar but overwhelmingly Mus-
lim nation. The White House
says his speech in Cairo, a
center of Islamic thought and
culture, is the one he had in
mind in making that prom-
ise, and set high expectations
for it.

Aides spared no effort
to ensure Obama’s speech
Thursday reaches a vast Mus-
lim audience.

Obama’s remarks were to
be played live on the White
House Web site and translat-
ed into 13 languages, and ex-
cerpts were being distributed
not only on the White House’s
dedicated YouTube page but
also on special-event links on
social networking sites such
as Twitter and Facebook.

In his speech, Obama does
not intend to make new policy
— but to frame it differently.
By stressing both U.S. respect
for Muslims and the need for
all sides, including Washing-
ton, to make changes, the
president said he hopes to
start setting relations between
the U.S. and the Muslim world
down a more constructive
path even while some dis-
agreements persist.

The centerpiece of the
speech is the Israeli-Pales-
tinian dispute, a driving force
behind Muslim anger world-
wide. Obama was prepared to
discuss in some detail what
needs to be done to resolve
it, though by urging all sides
to meet obligations already
agreed upon, Rhodes said.

That includes calling for a
full halt to all growth in Jewish
settlements in the Palestinian
West Bank, the subject of a
striking rift between the U.S.
and Israel in recent days. It
also includes telling Palestin-
ians that anti-Israel rhetoric,
and the violence it spawns,
does not benefit their daily
lives. Obama also was to call
on his hosts, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, as well as other
Arab nations, to put actual
money behind their rhetori-
cal support for the struggling
Palestinian government of
Mahmoud Abbas.

Obama also was to explain
the U.S. goals in Iraq, Afghan-
istan and Iran.

And he wasn’t going to shy
away from a hot topic — the
fact that he was to speak from
Egypt, which has been un-
der the iron rule of President
Hosni Mubarak for nearly 30
years.

Obama planned to salute
Egypt’s historically positive
role in Mideast peacemaking,
while also talking about the
need for a better democratic
and human rights model.

reverses Sotomayor comments

strong and direct” last week
when he called Sotomayor a
reverse “racist,” based on a 2001
speech in which she said she
hoped the rulings of a “wise La-
tina” would be better than those
of a white male without similar
experiences. Gingrich’s remarks
created a furor among Soto-
mayor’s backers and caused
problems for GOP figures who
have been pushing to bring
more diversity to the party.

Gingrich conceded that So-
tomayor’s rulings have “shown
more caution and modera-
tion” than her s